
 

Mayor’s Green Summit - 21 March 2018 
21 key actions for the Mayor’s Green Charter 

 

 

Last May, the people of Greater Manchester elected Andy Burnham as their new Mayor.  Building 
on the feedback of around 50 contributors at two public events, we’ve identified 21 actions that the 
Mayor and Greater Manchester Combined Authority can take to start addressing the key social, 
economic & environmental challenges - from housing & nature to air pollution & climate change. 
 

Energy & climate targets 
1. Adopt the Tyndall Centre’s science-based carbon budgets and set a target to halve 
emissions in the next five years and become carbon neutral by 2038. 

In 2015, world leaders signed a historic agreement in Paris to keep the rise in global temperatures 
to well below 2°C. Now it’s time for us to step up our ambition and set carbon budgets in line with 
this agreement. The Mayor and the GMCA must adopt the Tyndall Centre’s carbon budgets and 
set targets to halve our emissions in the next five years and become carbon neutral by 2038. 
 

2. Switch all public assets in Greater Manchester to 100% renewable energy by 2020, and 
encourage households and businesses to follow suit. 

Following the lead of the six GM local authorities which signed a clean energy pledge in November 
2015, the GMCA should ensure all publicly owned facilities such as schools, community buildings 
and the Metrolink are powered by 100% renewable energy by 2020.  In addition, the Mayor should 
encourage all households and businesses in Greater Manchester to follow suit. 
 

3. Set up a publicly owned energy company for the Greater Manchester region. 

Greater Manchester is losing out on billions of pounds each year as people and businesses buy 
energy from suppliers outside the region.  The GMCA should work with the Energy Democracy GM 
group to set up a publicly-owned energy company to supply affordable, clean energy and develop 
large-scale wind & solar, district heating and EV charging facilities across Greater Manchester. 
 

4. Provide financial and legal support to communities who want to develop their own local 
renewable energy projects. 

Community energy schemes not only help save money and cut carbon, they also inspire people to 
learn more about and take action on climate change.  The Mayor and the GMCA should set up a 
community energy fund to provide development finance for local schemes, and agree a template 
lease for use in community energy schemes on local authority buildings across the region. 
 

5. Deliver the manifesto commitment to introduce a presumption against fracking and other 
unconventional fossil fuel extraction in Greater Manchester. 

Fracking is a new source of fossil fuels, and cannot be part of the solution to climate change when 
the science says we must leave the vast majority of the world’s fossil fuel reserves unburnt.  The 

 



 

Mayor must deliver on his manifesto commitment by introducing a presumption against fracking, 
coal bed methane and all other sources of unconventional fossil fuels into the GM Minerals Plan. 
 

6. Divest the Greater Manchester Pension Fund from climate-changing fossil fuels by 2023.  

The GM Pension Fund has around £2 billion invested in fossil fuels. Not only is this ethically and 
environmentally unsound, it’s also a serious financial risk. Investing this money locally in retrofit 
and renewables could prove a huge boost to our economy and the environment. The Mayor and 
the GMCA should call on GMPF to divest from coal and tar sands by 2020 and to fully divest from 
fossil fuels by 2023, and urge others such as the universities and The Co-operative to follow suit. 

 

Buildings 
7. Make existing building stock fit for the 21st century by implementing an ambitious GM 
retrofit programme. 

Achieving effective, sustainable retrofit of existing building stock will be the most significant 
construction challenge facing us in our ambition to become carbon neutral.  The Mayor and the 
GMCA must deliver an ambitious, high-quality retrofit programme, starting with those in fuel 
poverty, which will significantly reduce CO2 emissions, reduce ill-health and preventable deaths 
from cold and damp housing, and provide up to 55,000 skilled jobs across the region. 
 

8. Make new buildings fit for the 21st century by setting a GM standard requiring all new 
construction to be zero carbon and climate resilient. 

Building new homes and offices today that will need costly retrofit work in the near future makes no 
sense.  The Mayor and the GMCA should introduce a new GM standard requiring all new housing 
to be zero carbon and climate resilient, and all new non-residential properties to achieve the 
BREEAM "Outstanding" rating.  The GMCA should also encourage integrated on-site energy 
generation and facilitate collaboration between developers and community energy groups. 
 

9. Make private rented accommodation fit for the 21st century by introducing a landlord 
licensing scheme. 

Greater Manchester’s private rented sector has some of the coldest and unhealthiest homes in the 
region.  The Mayor and the GMCA must introduce a landlord licensing scheme for all private rented 
accommodation and produce a "Decent Homes" standard adapted from the requirements of 
BREEAM for Domestic Retrofit with a minimum of Energy Performance Certificate band C by 2025. 
 

10. Make the construction sector fit for the 21st century by setting up a Greater Manchester 
Academy for Sustainable Construction. 

Building to achieve the performance standards referred to above will only be possible with a large, 
highly trained and motivated workforce.  The Mayor and the GMCA should work in partnership with 
the Higher Education sector to set up a Greater Manchester Academy for Sustainable Construction 
and develop an integrated range of construction sector training qualifications which create the 
necessary skills base required to deliver high-performing 21st century buildings. 
 

 



 

Transport 
11. Introduce strict new emissions standards for buses and taxis, and a ban on diesel 
vehicles in Greater Manchester by 2025.  

Greater Manchester’s filthy air is responsible for around 2,000 early deaths each year, affects the 
health of thousands more, and causes long term health damage to children.  Urgent action is 
needed to reduce deadly nitrogen dioxide emissions, the majority of which come from diesel 
vehicles.  A growing number of city leaders across the world have introduced restrictions on the 
most polluting vehicles.  The Mayor should join them by setting strict new emissions standards for 
buses and taxis, and banning all diesel vehicles in Greater Manchester by 2025. 
 

12. Introduce a workplace parking levy for large and medium-sized businesses in Greater 
Manchester. 

Congestion is a growing economic and environmental problem for our region. In 2012, Nottingham 
City Council introduced a charge on employers who provide workplace parking - this raised over 
£25 million in its first three years of operation, all of which was spent on improving the city’s 
transport infrastructure. Collection rates stand at 100% with no penalty notices, and the whole 
system is operated by fewer than 10 staff members.  The Mayor and the GMCA should introduce a 
similar workplace parking levy for large and medium-sized businesses in Greater Manchester. 
 

13. Deliver the agreed £1.5 billion of investment in walking and cycling across Greater 
Manchester, and commit to work in partnership with the community to design and deliver it.  

Walking and cycling are not only good for people’s health and the environment, they also help 
ease congestion and deliver social and economic benefits.  We welcome the GMCA’s commitment 
to invest £1.5 billion in walking and cycling infrastructure over the next decade.  The Mayor, the 
GMCA amd TfGM must commit to work in partnership with the community from the outset to 
ensure the new facilities meet their needs, and require that all residential and commercial buildings 
provide convenient and secure cycle storage.  
 

14. Invest in a high-quality, affordable, integrated public transport network in Greater 
Manchester. 

In order to reduce congestion, carbon emissions and air pollution, we need a substantial modal 
shift away from private cars in Greater Manchester.  Providing an attractive and viable alternative 
will be key to achieving this.  The Mayor, the GMCA and TfGM must deliver a high-quality public 
transport network with simplified, affordable multi-modal ticketing, real-time information, 
high-frequency services and an inclusive route network with new orbital services.  

 
15. Introduce a cap on emissions from flights to and from Manchester Airport. 

The planned doubling of passengers numbers and corresponding increase in flights at Manchester 
Airport will increase emissions at a time when they need to decrease rapidly. In addition, noise 
pollution from flights already has a significant impact on people living beneath flight paths.  If the 
Mayor and the GMCA are serious about tackling climate change, congestion, noise and air 
pollution, they must call for a cap on emissions from flights to and from the airport at current levels. 

 

 



 

Nature, Food, Waste & Education 
16. Introduce a ban on toxic neonicotinoid pesticides across Greater Manchester. 

In light of the latest evidence of the impact of neonicotinoid pesticides (neonics) on bees and other 
pollinators, the Mayor and the GMCA must follow the lead of councils such as Cornwall by 
introducing a GM-wide ban on neonics, and work to phase out the use of other pesticides. 
 

17. Protect and enhance our green spaces as a thriving home for nature and a place for 
people across the region to enjoy.  

Green space is a vital resource for both the physical and mental health of Greater Manchester’s 
residents.  The Mayor and the GMCA must put in place policies to protect, enhance and increase 
the amount of green space (including, but not limited to, that designated as Green Belt), to improve 
biodiversity and give more people the chance to enjoy the benefits of high-quality green space 
within a reasonable distance of their homes. 
 

18. Set a new Green Standard for public events in Greater Manchester. 

The Mayor and the GMCA should implement a new sustainability standard for public events in 
Greater Manchester, covering issues such as: 

● Waste: Ensure all events have segregated recycling facilities, don’t use any single-use 
plastics, and have a deposit return scheme for food and drink containers. 

● Food: All food traders to offer a range of vegetarian and vegan options. 
● Water: Provide reusable water bottles and water refill stations. 
● Transport: Support and encourage travel by non-car modes. 

 
19. Provide a network of public water fountains across Greater Manchester. 

To provide an alternative to unhealthy and environmentally damaging drinks in plastic bottles and 
encourage the use of refillable bottles, the Mayor and the GMCA should work with United Utilities 
to install a network of public water fountains across the region. 
 

20. Set ambitious targets to increase recycling rates and reduce waste arising. 

The Mayor and the GMCA should set new targets for a 70% domestic recycling rate by 2030 and 
2% waste reduction per annum. This could be achieved through a wider programme of educational 
and public awareness work, an expansion of domestic plastic recycling beyond plastic bottles, and 
the introduction of incentives for those who recycle and penalties for those who don’t. 

 
21. Support a GM-wide education programme on climate change and wider sustainability. 

In order to meet our ambitious climate targets, we need to ensure that people of all ages have the 
knowledge, understanding and motivation to act.  The Mayor and the GMCA should provide all 
local authority staff with Carbon Literacy training, encourage employers across the region to follow 
suit, and work with schools and colleges to build environmental education into the curriculum.  
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