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Love Your Bike1 welcomes the invitation to respond to the proposed Chorlton 

Cycling and Walking route.2 

Love Your Bike believes that most people would like to cycle more often, but just like 

the majority of people identified as “Interested, but Concerned” in the Portland 

research, they want safe and comfortable cycling routes before they will cycle 

regularly or allow their children to cycle. 

“Riding a bicycle should not require bravery. Yet, all too often, that is 

the perception among cyclists and non-cyclists alike. No person should 

have to be "brave" to ride a bicycle; unfortunately, this is a sentiment 

commonly expressed to those who regularly ride bicycles by those who 

do not.” 3 

Our cycle routes need to meet the criteria outlined in the Made to Move plan adopted 

by the Greater Manchester Combined Authority in December 2017 and specifically 

the ’12-year old’ test as described below:  

"Not only must we create a joined-up network that spans the city region, 
it must be something a 12-year-old would choose to use. That ‘12-year 
old’ represents a pensioner, a mother, someone with mobility issues, all 
the people we want to travel by bike instead of car but currently don’t. A 
12-year-old will be our yardstick."4 

 
We note the evidence that making ‘places’ better for people to walk and cycle 
benefits local businesses.  Recent research published by Transport for London found 
that: 
 

“improvements to make it easier and safer to walk and cycle in London's town 
centres and high streets lead to an increase in retail rental values, more retail 
space being filled and a 93% increase in people walking in the streets” and  

 
“people walking, cycling and using public transport spend the most in their 
local shops, spending 40% more each month than car drivers.”5 

 
Research from London also highlighted that: 
 

“Shopkeepers consistently overestimate the share of their customers coming 
by car. In some cases, this is by a factor of as much as 400%.”6

 

 
 
The economic benefits arising from improvements that enable more people to cycle 
and walk to local shops have been highlighted by research in many countries in 
Australia, Europe and the United States. For example, research in Copenhagen 
showed that treansforming car parking spaces into bicycle parking potentially 
generates 4.5 times more revenue.7 
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Investment in cycling and walking is also essential if the city is to improve air quality, 
reduce congestion, and boost health. 
 
Love Your Bike strongly supports the proposed Chorlton to Manchester cycling 
and walking scheme and believes it has the potential to deliver a high-quality, 
protected route between Chorlton and Manchester city centre and make it safer, 
more comfortable and easier to get around on foot or by bicycle.   
 
We specifically welcome the proposed plans to improve the junctions at: 
 

 Royce Road 

 Brooks Bar 

 Kings Road/Upper Chorlton Road 

 Seymour Grove 

 Four Banks and 

 Zetland Road. 
 
Attention to junctions is essential given the Transport for Greater Manchester 
research which indicates that over 88% of crashes relating to people cycling occur 
at, or near to junctions8 and also helps meet the requirement in the TfGM Cycle 
Design Guidance which states that it is "not acceptable to leave gaps in cycle 
route provision."  
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However, we do have a number of concerns related to specific areas in the 

proposed scheme. Our suggestions for how the proposed scheme can be improved 

are outlined in the following sections, namely: 

1. Delivery timeframe 

2. Side road / access entrance treatments and public realm improvements 

3. Bus stop bypasses 

4. Curtilage access, pavement parking and enforcement measures to prevent 

vehicles parking in cycling space.. 

5. Consultation sections 

a)  Chorlton Road - from Chester Road to Upper Chorlton Road  

b) Upper Chorlton Road - from Chorlton Road to Seymour Grove 

c) Manchester Road - from Seymour Grove to Wilbraham Road 

d) Barlow Moor Road - from Wilbraham Road to Hardy Lane 

 
Love Your Bike looks forward to the implementation of this ambitious plan and will 
continue to advocate for and support the design and delivery of high-quality walking 
and cycling schemes across Greater Manchester  
 

 

1.  Delivery timeframe 

In 2013, the Greater Manchester Combined Authority endorsed a cycle strategy that 
”aims to double the number of daily cyclists by 2015 – and then double it again by 
2025. Greater Manchester’s vision is for up to 10% of all journeys to be made by 
bike by 2025.”9 
 
To meet this target we need to enable more people to choose to make journeys by 
walking or cycling.  We therefore need to design and deliver more schemes, such as 
the Chorlton Cycling and Walking route, as quickly as possible. 
 
Increased walking and cycling levels and decreases in shorter journeys being made 

by motorised traffic will help Manchester City Council and the Greater Manchester 

Combined Authority to meet their legal obligations to reduce air pollution in the 

“shortest time possible” and to reduce climate change emissions as required by the 

GM ‘Climate Plan’ which seeks to reduce ‘carbon emissions’ by 50% within 5 years 

and to be ‘carbon neutral’ by 2038. 

Love Your Bike urges Manchester City Council to explore measures to enable the 

Chorlton Cycling and walking scheme to be implemented as quickly as possible.   
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2. Side road / access entrance treatments and public realm 

improvements. 

Love Your Bike believes that the Chorlton Cycling and Walking scheme provides a 

great opportunity to improve the public realm and the walking experience along the 

route. 

There are key side roads and entrance areas where installing raised pedestrian 

footways (tables) and ‘implied zebras’ would significantly improve the safety for 

pedestrians. 

These raised areas could also extend to the cycle facilities across these access 

areas or side roads providing a clearer demarcation between the walking and cycling 

facilities and turning traffic.  

See below for some examples. 

  

Barlow Moor Road – Car wash 

 

Barlow Moor Road - McDonalds 

  

Barlow Moor Road – M&S Macauley Road / Manchester Road 
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We welcome the opportunity to implement walking and cycle routes in Chorlton 

and across Greater Manchester that no longer require people walking and cycling to 

have to share inadequate facilities as highlighted below. (And, no we do not want the 

tree to be chopped down). 

 

 

Along the whole route footway build-out should be introduced where possible and 

raised continuous footways across side junctions (implied zebras) should be the 

standard design.  

The Chorlton Cycling and Walking route scheme also provides an opportunity to 

improve the public realm to benefit anyone who wants to walk or cycle. See image 
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below where the signage makes walking difficult for people with pushchairs, 

buggies, wheelchairs or mobility scooters. 

 

Will we fit through the gap? 
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3. Bus stop bypasses 

Love Your Bike recognises that there are some bus stop locations along the 

Chorlton Cycling and Walking route where there is insufficient space to introduce 

‘behind the bus stop bypasses’ and in these instances ‘Copenhagen style bus 

stops’ may provide an alternative. Such as the locations highlighted below. 

 

  

Bus stop on Manchester Road by 

Chorlton Precinct Centre 

Bus stop on Barlow Moor Road near 

Shell Garage 

 

As a general principle, where possible, we would advocate for the ‘behind the bus 

stop’ bypass design. See images below that illustrates the different designs.  
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“Copenhagen-style” bus stop – 

cycle route 

Oxford Road – behind the bus stop 

bypass 

 

 

4. Curtilage access, pavement parking and enforcement measures to 

prevent vehicles parking in cycling space. 

There are a number of locations along the route where commercial businesses 
currently use the curtilage areas for tenant or customer parking. 

Several of the proposed locations for protected cycle space are currently frequently 
used for pavement parking.  

Some of these locations are shown below and these images highlight the general 
issue of how signage and enforcement on the proposed route will prevent poor 
vehicle parking from making it difficult and/or dangerous for people walking and 
cycling along route.  

The images below, for example, show a number of the locations along the route 
where formal and informal curtilage access needs careful consideration. 

  

Brooks Bar – BetFred Upper Chorlton Road – Granville Ct 
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Hardy Lane / Barlow Moor Road Barlow Moor Road - Coriander 

 

 

Commercial premises – parking access and pavement parking 

Along Chorlton Road between Stretford Road and Cornbrook Street (heading 
towards Brooks Bar) there are a number of busy commercial premises. Some of 
these locations have formal access routes into parking area (such as the Kingdom 
Hall of Jehovah’s Witness) however there is currently a high level of informal parking 
in front of many of these premises as well as pavement parking.  This already makes 
walking in these areas challenging and difficult for people with mobility issues or 
prams / buggies.  See images below. 
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Chorlton Road – 
space for double 
buggies? 

 

Chorlton Road – 
Cornbrook Street. 

Pavement 
parking. 

 

The proposed scheme will need to ensure that more there is clear signage and 
defined separation (curbs) at access points.   

This will also require adequate enforcement to ensure that motor vehicles do not 
continue to park in these areas. 
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5. Consultation sections 

We have made specific comments below on each of the four consultation sections. 

 

5a) Chorlton Road - from Chester Road to Upper Chorlton Road 

We note that the consultation documents indicated that “further design options” are 

being considered for the Chorlton Road and Stretford Road junction area. See 

diagram below. 

 

 
Whilst, the proposed introduction of Toucan crossings is an improvement on the 
current situation – with no crossing provision for pedestrians – Love Your Bike 
believes that the design at this junction needs to be improved.  
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To better enable those walking and cycling to safely navigate the junction, it should 
be the same design standard as the Chorlton Road / Royce Road junction to 
maintain separation between people walking and cycling. (See image above). 

 

 

5b) Upper Chorlton Road - from Chorlton Road to Seymour Grove 

 
Upper Chorlton Road - removing the white cross hatch lines along the centre of long 
stretches of Upper Chorlton Road would allow the proposed cycle lanes to be 
widened. This would provide more capacity and therefore make it easier for people 
on bikes to overtake, allow people to cycle socially side by side, and provide a level 
of “future proofing” as the scheme enables more people to cycle along this key route 
into the City Centre. 
  
  
Upper Chorlton Road / Egerton Road North junction – there is a clear need to 

introduce measures to reduce traffic speed at this corner.  The regular damage and 

need to replace the metal barrier at this junction highlights the problem of vehicles 

speeding and losing control at this location. See photo below. 
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The scheme needs to provide measures that make this junction location less 

dangerous for people cycling this section of the route. 

 

 

5c) Manchester Road - from Seymour Grove to Wilbraham Road 

One of key concerns with this section of the proposed scheme is the current design 

indicated for the road bridge over the Metrolink line (Manchester Road – near the old 

Chorlton Swimming baths). 

Whilst, the consultation document states that “further design options are being 

considered” the current proposal clearly will not meet the “12 year old” yardstick as 

outlined in the Made to Move plan.  

The TfGM Cycle Design guidance also highlighted the criteria for coherence, which 

state: "the cycle route must be easy to find and intuitive to navigate; be consistent in 

quality; and offer route continuity and completeness” and also that "it is not 

acceptable to leave gaps in cycle route provision" (Page 1, our emphasis).10 

This section of the proposed route needs to be significantly improved.  Love Your 

Bike believes that it is not acceptable that the current design indicates that the only 

provision will be painted 20mph roundels on the road.  
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There is space for the road bridge to be widened and this would enable fully 

protected cycle lanes and footpaths to be included. 

 

An alternative, less expensive but bold intervention would be the introduction of a 

bus gate at this location. This would permit buses and hackney cabs to pass via a 

single-file bus gate and would break the through route to general traffic.  

Such a scheme would provide space for fully protected cycle lanes and footways. It 

would also improve the route for buses and in-line with Manchester City Council 

sustainable transport policies would help reduce general traffic along this route.   

 

 

5d) Barlow Moor Road - from Wilbraham Road to Hardy Lane 

The current bi-directional off-road section suffers from poor surfaces with damage 

caused by tree roots.  See image below. 
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The proposed scheme needs to ensure that this section is improved and uses a 

design and materials that prevent future damage. 

The route is currently narrow and constrained by metal barriers. See image below for 

a section that is 2.2 metres wide.   

The 2014 TfGM Cycle Design Guidance states that target width for a two-way cycle 

track should be 4 metres with a “desirable minimum” of 3 metres.   

It is unclear from the consultation proposal whether it is planned to improve this 

section of the route by widening the route to meet the TfGM guidance. 
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Love Your Bike looks forward to the implementation of this ambitious plan and will 
continue to advocate for and support the design and delivery of high-quality walking 
and cycling schemes across Greater Manchester  
 

Love Your Bike 

24th January 2019 

 

 



 

 

Manchester Friends of the Earth, Green Fish Resource Centre, 
46-50 Oldham Street, M4 1LE 
www.manchesterfoe.org.uk 
www.loveyourbike.org 

  

 

18 

EndNotes 

                                                           
1
 The Love Your Bike campaign is based in Greater Manchester. We aim to promote cycling and to 

help make it an attractive, accessible and fun way to get around. Cycling is far more than a leisure 
activity: it is the low-carbon transport of the future. Co-ordinated by Manchester Friends of the Earth, 
we aim to work closely with other like-minded organisations.  See http://www.loveyourbike.org/  
 
2
 

https://secure.manchester.gov.uk/info/200024/consultations_and_surveys/7699/manchester_to_chorlt
on_cycling_and_walking_route_proposals/1  
 
3
   Geller, R (2006) Four Types of Cyclists  

http://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/article/264746  
 
4
 Made to Move: 15 steps to transform Greater Manchester, by changing the way we get 

around  https://www.greatermanchester-
ca.gov.uk/downloads/download/131/walking_and_cycling_report  
 
5
 https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/media/press-releases/2018/november/getting-more-people-walking-and-

cycling-could-help-save-our-high-streets  

 
6
 p5, The relevance of parking in the success of urban centres- A review for London Councils. 2012 

https://www.britishparking.co.uk/write/Documents/The_relevance_of_parking_in_the_success_of_urb
an_centres_-_A_review_for_London_Councils.pdf 

 
7
 Page 14 http://velo-city2013.com/wp-content/uploads/20130612_mariekastrup.pdf  

 
8
 Statistics reveal that the majority of personal injury accidents involving cyclists occur at or within 

close proximity to junctions. Data collated and analysed for the Greater Manchester region for the 
period 2010-2012 indicated that 88% of reported accidents with pedal cycle casualties occur at or 
within 20m of junctions. This statistic reinforces the need to ensure full and appropriate provision for 
cyclists at junctions. Greater Manchester Cycling Design Guidance (2014).  
 
9
  See https://www.tfgm.com/cycling/investing-in-future  

 
10

 See https://www.manchesterfoe.org.uk/blog/2014/03/11/greater-manchester-cycling-design-
guidance-standards/  
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