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H ow  do I join?

You can dow nload a m em bers h ip form  from  our 

w ebs ite  or ph one  our office  to be  s ent one . O ne  year's  

m em bers h ip is  £4 if you're  unw aged, £8 low -w aged, 

£12 w aged, and £30 for a h ous e h old.

Enjoy Discounts

As a m em ber you get not only th is  new sletter but also:

- 4 fre e  is sue s  of “Earth m atters ”, th e  m agazine  from  

national Friends  of th e  Earth  (new  m em bers  only)

- 25% off a m eal at Earth  Cafe

- 10% off s elected purch as e s  at H arry H all Cycles

- 10% off food and drink  at M isty’s  Cafe

- 5% off decorating and floor-sanding jobs  at Eco-

Interiors

- 15% off food and drink  at th e  Nectar Cafe in H ale

- 10% off s elected purch as e s  at Ken Foster’s  Cycle 

Logic

- 10% off m ain m eals and h ot drink s  at Titch y Coffee  

Co.

- 10% off all orders  over £10 at Fetis h  for Food in 

Pre stw ich

Get Active!

We h old full group m e etings  at 7pm  on th e  2nd Tue sday 

of each  m onth  in our cam paigns  centre . W e also h old 

cam paign sub-group m e etings  th rough out th e  m onth  - 

pleas e  ch eck  our w ebs ite  for details .

Addre s s : M anch e ster Friends  of th e  Earth , 6 M ount 

Stre et, M anch e ster M 2 5NS.

Ph one : 0161 834 8221 

Em ail: office@ m anch e sterfoe .org.uk  

W ebs ite : w w w .m anch e sterfoe .org.uk
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In Th is  Is s ue ...
Rach el Kenyon

1) H ow  long h ave you be en 
involved?
Since January 05 - it w as  sort of 

a New  Year's  re solution to do 

som eth ing us eful.

2) W h at are  th e  m ain th ings 
you've b e en involved in?
I've be en involved in all th e  cam paigns  at one  stage  or 

oth er but I m ostly focus  on clim ate, trade  &  corporate s  

and w aste  for now  - th at k e eps  m e  busy enough !

3) W h at environm ental issue  are  you m ost 
concerned  about?
Clim ate ch ange is  th e  biggie; m ost oth er cam paigns  

link  in w ith  th at anyw ay. I'm  also q uite  intere sted in 

trade  is sue s  and corporate social re spons ibility.

Me m be r Inte rvie w

Contributors  to th is  is sue : Cath erine , Eileen, Graem e  (ed), Jonath an, Kerstin, M ik e , Patty, Rach el, Sam . Th ank s  to M arc Roberts  for cartoons  

(w w w .th robgoblins .blogspot.com ).

About M anch e ster FoE

M anch e ster Friends  of th e  Earth  is  an aw ard-w inning 

cam paign group w ork ing on is sue s  relating to th e  

environm ent and to social justice . W e cam paign on is sue s  

w ith  a local connection and also lobby for policy ch ange s  

at local, regional, national and international levels . W e 

w ork  on a divers e  range of is sue s  including clim ate 

ch ange, corporate re spons ibility, real food, trade  justice , 

sustainable transport &  aviation, and w aste  &  recycling.

M anch e ster FoE’s  cam paigns  centre  is  located in th e  

bas em ent of th e  Friends  M eeting H ous e , 6 M ount Stre et, 

be h ind Central Library. To find th e  cam paigns  centre , tak e  

Bootle Stre et, w h ich  is  dow n th e  left s ide  of th e  Friends  

M eeting H ous e . Th e  cam paigns  centre  is  run entirely by 

volunteers , so it is  not alw ays  open. Pleas e  ph one  in 

advance .
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Th e  Ch arge  of th e  Car Brigade

Contributors  to th is  is sue : Cath erine , Eileen, Graem e  (ed), Jonath an, Kerstin, M ik e , Patty, Rach el, Sam . Th ank s  to M arc Roberts  for cartoons  

(w w w .th robgoblins .blogspot.com ).

A

t th e  end of January, to notable public concern, it 

w as  revealed th at M anch e ster m otorists  m igh t 

face a conge stion ch arge  from  2010 onw ards . Th e  

conge stion ch arging proposals are  part of a £1 billion 

bid to th e  Governm ent’s  Transport Innovation Fund to 

im prove public transport in Greater M anch e ster.

W h at is Congestion?
Conge stion occurs  w h en th e  num ber of ve h icles  on a 

road exce eds  its  capacity, i.e . w h en too m any ve h icles  

attem pt to us e  it at th e  sam e  tim e . Th is  overus e , to 

w h ich  all veh icles  are  contributing, 

leads  to longer travel tim e s  and delays  

and is  dam aging for th e  local econom y 

(deliverie s  and em ployee s  arriving late, 

to nam e a couple of exam ples). In 

M anch e ster it is  predicted th at 

conge stion w ill lead to an 

underach ievem ent in em ploym ent 

grow th  by up to 30,000 jobs  over th e  

next 10 years . 

Does it affect th e  environm ent?
Conge stion is  not good for th e  environm ent as  journeys  

tak e  longer creating m ore  exh aust em is s ions . Over th e  

past decade , th e  num ber of occas ions  w h en local 

concentrations  of air pollutants  exce eded air q uality 

objective s  h as  

increas ed in 

M anch e ster.  

Conge stion also 

affects  our bus  

s e rvice s  as  th ey 

are  also stuck  in 

traffic w h en th e re  

is  no bus  lane . 

Les s  overcrow ded 

roads  w ould 

im prove th is . In 

London, 

punctuality and 

reliability 

im m ediately 

increas ed w h en 

th e  conge stion 

ch arge  w as  

introduced.

H ow  m igh t congestion ch arging w ork ?
It is  propos ed to introduce ch arge s  th at vary according 

to route, tim e  of day and distance travelled. Th is  is  

cons idered by m any to be  th e  faire st conge stion 

ch arging sch em e  pos s ible as  m otorists  h ave s everal 

options  to influence th e ir travel h abits  in order to avoid 

th e  ch arge . If pos s ible th ey can travel at off -peak  

tim e s , w h ich  are  le s s  expens ive or m igh t even be  fre e  

of ch arge . Th ey can also ch oos e  to travel s h orter 

distance s , e .g. by m ak ing us e  of park  &  ride  sch em e s , 

or driving along les s  conge sted roads , w h ich  are  lik ely 

to be  ch eaper according to current proposals . It w as  

also sugge sted th at all revenue m ade  s h ould stay in 

Greater M anch e ster and re inve sted in transport 

im provem ents . 

W h y are  som e people against it?
M any h ave righ tly pointed out th at public transport and 

park  &  ride  facilitie s  m ust im prove before  conge stion 

ch arging is  introduced in M anch e ster. H ow ever, th e  

reason for M anch e ster's  bid for TIF funding is  to s ecure  

£1 billion to im prove public transport.

Th e  Governm ent h as  m ade  it clear th at 

it w ill only cons ider th os e  bids  th at 

include sm art ch arging proposals to 

eas e  conge stion problem s . i.e . 

conge stion ch arging w ill only be  

introduced if governm ent funding is  

w on to im prove public transport. Th is  

is  M anch e ster’s  bid to im prove public 

transport and eas e  conge stion and th e  

burden it caus e s  on th e  environm ent!

Anoth er m ajor concern is  th at th e  poore st are  h it m ost 

by a conge stion ch arge . Th ere  is  no doubt th at low er 

incom e drivers  w ill pay a h igh e r proportion of th e ir 

incom e in ch arge s  th an h igh e r incom e m otorists . 

H ow ever, car availability is  strongly related to incom e 

and studie s  s h ow  th at low  incom e h ous e h olds  drive le s s  

and m ak e  m ore  us e  of public transport th an h igh  

incom e h ous e h olds . As  poorer people rely m ore  on 

public transport th ey s h ould benefit if th e  revenue from  

ch arging is  spent on public transport im provem ents .

W h at Next?
Th e bid w ill be  subm itted in July and w ork  is  ongoing. 

It h as  ne ith e r be en decided h ow  th e  sch em e  w ould 

operate  or h ow  m uch  m otorists  w ould pay, nor inde ed 

if it w ill be  introduced. Alongs ide  som e  sort of bus  re -

regulation, w h ich  w ill h opefully be  announced in th e  

not too distant future , th is  is  a real ch ance for 

M anch e ster to sort out its  traffic problem s , s ecure  

econom ic grow th  and jobs , but m ost im portantly, to 

finally get public transport righ t.

Conge stion ch arging h as  h it 

th e  h eadline s  and m igh t soon 

h it th e  roads . O ur reporter 

finds  out w h at it's  all about.

'Th is  is  

Manch e s te r’s  bid to 

im prove  public 

trans port and e as e  

conge s tion and th e  

burde n it caus e s  on 

th e  e nvironm e nt.'
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Th e  Village  W ith out Land
Sam  recently vis ited Indone s ia 

to s e e  for h e rs elf th e  im pact 

palm  oil production is  h aving 

on th e  indigenous  people of 

th e  Borneo rainfore sts . In th is , 

th e  first of tw o articles  about 

h e r trip, s h e  de scribe s  a vis it 

to th e  'village w ith out land'.

“It’s  as  if w e  w ere  gh osts  on our ow n land…   … w e are  

alm ost dead, left h aunting w h at w as  once our ow n 

land.” Th at w as  h ow  M e sran, a m an w h o look ed older 

th an h is  years , w ith  h ollow ed ch e e k s , de scribed w h at 

h ad h appened to h is  land s ince  th e  palm  oil producers  

h ad m oved into h is  village .  Th e  locals k now  it as  “Th e 

village w ith out land.”

To get th e re  w e  drove th rough  th e  oil palm  plantation 

for m any h ours . In som e  areas , oil palm  tre e s  th at w ere  

no longer productive h ad be en injected w ith  poison to 

m ak e  w ay for th e  next lot of plantation tre e s  to be  

planted.  H aunting graveyards  of tre e s  w ere  be ing 

replanted by transm igrant w ork e rs , brough t in from  

islands  such  as  Java, to w ork  on th e  land, often for le s s  

th an th e  m inim um  w age .

Th e m ill w h ere  th e  oil palm  is  proce s s ed could be  

identified from  m ile s  aw ay by th e  h uge  plum e of black  

sm ok e  com ing out of th e  top of it.  As  w e  got closer I 

could s e e  th e  large pools of oily, effluent w ater w aiting 

to be  pum ped back  into th e  river, w h ich  is  th e  lifeblood 

of th e  com m unitie s  living along it.

M e s ran explained to m e  th at fifty years  ago, th ey us ed 

to live in a longh ous e  and m anage th e  fore st around 

th e re  so all th e ir ne eds  w ere  m et by th e  fore st.  Th ere  

w as  m uch  prim ary rainfore st as  w ell as  som e  traditional 

farm ing such  as  rice  paddy and som e  live stock  k ept fre e  

in th e  fore st.  Th en in th e  late 19 60s  th e  governm ent 

ordered th em  to de stroy th e  longh ous e  becaus e  

longh ous e  com m unitie s  w ere  too strong.  Th at’s  w h en 

th e ir culture  started to be  lost.

In 19 79  th e  governm ent told th e  people about a 

“refore station” project th at w as  planned for th e ir land. 

 Th ey w ere  told th at it w as  im portant for national 

developm ent and w ere  given no ch oice  in th e  m atter. 

 Th ey didn’t realis e  th at it m eant cutting dow n all th e  

fore st th ey lived in, totally clearing th e  undergrow th  and 

replanting it all w ith  oil palm . Th ey w ere  prom is ed th at 

th ey w ould get to k e ep tw o h ectare s  of land per person 

but th at th ey w ould h ave to pay for th e  oil palm  tre e s  to 

be  planted on th at land.  Th ey also got to k e ep a little 

land th at th ey h ad rubber tre e s  planted on and th e  land 

th at th e ir village w as  built on.

Soon after th is  th e  com pany cam e and started to clear 

th e  land.  Th e  villagers  tried to figh t but th e  m ilitary th at 

accom panied th e  com pany w ere  too strong.  Th e  

com pany started planting oil palm  in 19 81-2 but only 

e stablis h ed com pany plantation. Th e  land prom is ed to 

th e  villagers  never m aterialis ed; th ey w ere  just left as  a 

sm all village w ith  a little land w ith  rubber tre e s  as  an 

island in a s ea of oil palm  tre e s  ow ned by th e  com pany. 

Even th e  sacred land th ey us ed as  a cem etery w as  

converted to oil palm  plantation.

Th e  com pany refus ed to em ploy any of th e  villagers  and 

instead im ported labour from  outs ide  th at w as  eas ie r to 

control becaus e  th ey h ad no land of th e ir ow n to defend. 
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M any people left th e  village to get jobs  elsew h e re  or 

w ork ed aw ay from  h om e  for m onth s  at a tim e  and s ent 

m oney back  to th e ir fam ilie s .  Th ey couldn’t travel to 

w ork  each  day becaus e  th e  village w as  stranded in th e  

oil palm  plantation and even if th ey h ad a car, w h ich  is  

unlik ely, it took  alm ost tw o h ours  just to 

get to th e  m ain road.  

Eventually, in th e  early 80s , som e  of th e  

villagers  did m anage to get h ired as  

daily labourers  w ith  th e  com pany but 

w ere  paid le s s  th an 50 US cents  per 

day’s  w ork  w ith  no guarantee  of w ork  

from  one  day to th e  next!  Even now  

th ey are  still paid le s s  th an US$1 per 

day.  Unlik e  w h en th ey lived in th e  

fore st, th ey now  h ad to buy all th e ir 

goods  including rice , vegetables  and fuel, w h ich  

previously th ey grew  for th em s elves .  In real term s  th ey 

w ere  now  m uch  poorer th an th ey h ad be en before  th e  

com pany cam e .

After a decade  of th e  people dem anding th at th e  

com pany give th em  th e  plots  of land to grow  palm  oil 

for th em s elves  th at th ey h ad be en prom is ed, th e  

com pany finally agre ed to plant oil palm  for th e  

villagers  to h arve st BUT th ey w ere  not given new  land 

at all; th ey w ere  effectively forced to s ell th e ir rubber 

plantation land –  th e  only land th ey h ad left. Th ey w ere  

told th ey w ould be  paid for th e  land (about enough  

m oney to buy one  calf per th re e  h ectare s  of land 

converted) and th e  oil palm  th at w as  planted w ould be  

for th e ir us e .  

W h at actually h appened w as  th at th e ir rubber plantation 

w as  cleared, oil palm  planted and th ey w ere  ch arged for 

th e  saplings  th at w ere  planted.  Th is  put th em  in h uge  

debt to th e  com pany as  th e  com pany never gave th em  

th e  prom is ed m oney for th e  land.  Th ey also could not 

start to earn m oney from  th e  oil palm  for th re e  years  

becaus e  th at’s  h ow  long it tak e s  for th e  tre e s  to m ature  

and th ey no longer h ad any incom e from  rubber.

Even once th e  tre e s  did m ature , th ey h ad to s ell th e  

fruits  to th at com pany as  th ey couldn’t transport th em  to 

s e e  if th ey could get a better price  elsew h e re .  Th ey 

th e refore  h ad to accept w h atever price  

th e  com pany w ould give th em  for th e  

fruit and even th en, m uch  of th e  

m oney h ad to go to pay off th e  debts  to 

th e  com pany for planting th e  tre e s .  

Th ey are  still living lik e  th at now .  It 

w ill tak e  m ost of th em  about ten years  

to pay off th e  debts  for th e  saplings  to 

th e  com pany but palm  oil tre e s  only 

last for about 25 years  and th e  

com panie s  often refus e  to h elp th em  replant new  tre e s  

at th e  end of th at tim e .  M e s ran’s  incom e, now  h e  h as  

tw o h ectare s  of oil palm , is  about US$44 a m onth , just 

over a dollar a day and h e’s  one  of th e  luck y one s .

Th is  village is  typical of m any village s  in Indone s ian 

Borneo.  People living aw ay from  plantations  and tow ns  

h ave no experience  of w h at a com pany is  and generally 

trust w h at th ey are  told.  Th ey believe th at th e  sch ools, 

im proved roads  and m oney w ill bring a better life  for 

th em  but sadly, th is  rarely m aterialis e s .  O nce th e  land 

h as  be en cleared, th e  people are  totally stranded in th e  

m iddle of th e  plantation and h ave no ch oice  but to 

accept w h atever th e  com pany decide s  becaus e  th ey no 

longer h ave acce s s  to any oth er source  of incom e .  Th is  

is  not developm ent for th e  people.  

ph otos : top - palm  oil refinery; m iddle - th e  village; bottom  - 

plantation w ork e rs .

Sh aring as  I do, th e  grow ing concern about th e  th reat from  global w arm ing to our planet, to its  w ildlife, to m ank ind, 

I w elcom ed Dr Cow h ig's  initiative in arranging a talk  on clim ate ch ange at Sale United Reform ed Ch urch . A panel 

of speak e rs  pre s ented a range of view s  and pos s ible steps  w e  can each  tak e  to reduce  our carbon footprint. M ik e  

Koefm an sugge sted th at our pre s ent dependence  on fos s il fuels could be  replaced by a h ydrogen econom y w h ich , 

be ing carbon fre e , w ould rem ove th e  th reat of global w arm ing, w h ile th e  Reverend David Cook er stre s s ed th e  

obligation e specially of people of faith  everyw h ere  to safeguard God's  creation. Sh arm an Frost from  Trafford 

Council spok e  next, and it w as  inspiring to learn of m easure s  undertak en by th e  council to reduce  w aste , encourage 

recycling and to rais e  aw arene s s  am ong sch ool ch ildren of th e  ne ed for action to save th e  planet. Th en Ali Abbas , 

our joint coordinator, explained h ow  Friends  of th e  Earth 's  Big As k  cam paign, w ith  strong support from  k indred 

bodie s , h ad s ecured a Clim ate Ch ange Bill in th e  Queen's  Speech  and w as  s et to ensure  a pow erful im pact, w h ile 

Ew a Bark e r, repre s enting th e  M anch e ster Cam paign Against Clim ate Ch ange group urged everyone to w atch  Al 

Gore 's  film  "An Inconvenient Truth " and to read George  M onbiot's  book  "H eat". Th e  th ough tful q ue stions  from  an 

appreciative audience  reflected th e  intere st th e  speak e rs  h ad arous ed. It w as  a very w orth w h ile m e eting.

+ + +  STO P PRESS + + +  GO VERNM ENT PUBLISH ES DRAFT CLIM ATE CH ANGE BILL + + +
O n 13th  M arch , th e  Governm ent publis h ed its  draft Clim ate Ch ange Bill.  It's  a good start, but ne eds  tough ening up 

w ith  a bigger long-term  cut, annual targets  to m ak e  sure  w e  stay on track , and th e  inclus ion of international aviation 

and s h ipping.  For m ore  details, and to re spond to th e  consultation on th e  draft Bill, vis it 

h ttp://tinyurl.com /2k sy9 s

.

Ch urch  Tak e s  on Clim ate  Ch ange

Once  th e  land h as  

be e n cle are d, th e  

pe ople  h ave  no 

ch oice  but to acce pt 

w h ate ve r th e  

com pany de cide s .



Page 6  Act!on

Leave O nly 

Footprints  is  a 

new  w eb bas ed 

eth ical com pany 

specialis ing in all th at you 

ne ed for your baby.  

Th e concept cam e about after ow ner Leigh  and h is  w ife  

Em m a of M acclesfield h ad spent m any, m any h ours  

sourcing eth ical products  in order to do th e ir bit in 

reducing th e  negative im pact non-eth ical bus ine s s  

practice s  can h ave on th e  environm ent.

Viable Alternatives
Leigh  says , “Bas ically w e  s et up Leave O nly Footprints  

becaus e  w e  w anted to s h ow  th at th e re  is  a viable eth ical 

alternative to m ost purch as ing decis ions  and w e  believe 

th at th e  daily decis ions  w e  m ak e  can and do m ak e  a 

difference .”

Th e eth os  for th e  com pany h as  becom e its  nam e, ‘Tak e  

only m em orie s… . Leave only footprints’.  An integral 

part of th e  com pany is  encouraging people to look  into 

eth ical, organic, and fairtrade  options  w h en it com e s  to 

th e ir everyday live s .

Setting up th e  eth ical bus ine s s  h ad it ch allenge s . 

Suddenly th ere  are  m any m ore  q ue stions  oth er th an 

“W h ere  can I get th e  be st deal?”  Sourcing eth ical goods  

can be  trick y and so is  convincing th e  public on th e  

stre et th at you don’t h ave to com prom is e  to purch as e  

eth ical goods . Th e s e  h ave be en tw o ch allenge s  faced by 

Leave O nly Footprints .

Leigh  recognis e s  “th at th e re  is  still som e  stigm a attach ed 

to th e  ph ras e s  ‘O rganic’ ‘Eth ical’ ‘Environm entally 

friendly’ ... I th ink  th e re  is  still a belief th at item s  

carrying th e s e  tags  are  som e h ow  inferior or for people 

th at lead an ‘alternative life style’ w h en really noth ing 

could be  furth er from  th e  truth .”

Close to H om e
Leave O nly Footprints  trie s  to source  products  from  as  

clos e  to h om e  as  pos s ible but in order to offer as  m uch  

ch oice  as  pos s ible th ey h ave h ad to look  furth er afield 

for som e  of th e ir item s . Th e s e  products  include cloth ing 

th at is  m ade  in India for a UK com pany and in Turk ey 

for a Germ an com pany. Th ey also s ell som e  toys  from  

Th ailand m ade  from  exh austed rubber w ood.

R eal Nappie s
Real Nappie s  W ee k  w as  11 – 18th  M arch  th is  year.  Real 

nappie s  h ave com e a long w ay from  th e  days  of origam i 

and safety pins  and form  an im portant part of Leave 

O nly Footprints ' bus ine s s .  Th e  com pany currently only 

stock  one  type  w h ich  are  m ade  from  bam boo and fasten 

w ith  Velcro.  

A recent Environm ent Agency report concluded th at 

w h en tak ing into production costs  reusable nappie s  are  

no m ore  environm entally friendly th an disposables . 

Leigh  finds  th is  h ard to believe .  “A reusable nappy is  

m ade  just th e  once and us ed th rough out a ch ild’s  nappy 

w earing tim e .  Th is  in its elf, bas ed on one  ch ild’s  usage , 

avoids  approxim ately 5,500 nappie s  be ing produced and 

th en going to landfill and th e  as sociated problem s  th is  

can caus e .”

O ne of th e  bigge st s elling points  of reusable nappie s  is  

th at th ey h ave a very long life  and can be  us ed h undreds  

of tim e s  – and th en pas s ed on to th e  next ch ild.  But if 

reusable nappie s  still s e em  a bit too m uch  to deal w ith  

th e re  are  also eco-friendly disposable options .

Beyond Babie s
Th ere  is  h ope  th at Leave O nly Footprints  w ill expand 

into a m ore  range s  beyond baby supplie s , but th e  focus  

w ill alw ays  firstly be  on th e  source  of th e  product and 

m ak ing sure  th at it is  eth ical. “We believe th at a 

bus ine s s  th at benefits  all involved, from  th e  producers  to 

th e  m anufacturers , th e  retailer, th e  custom er, and 

ultim ately our environm ent can only be  a pos itive th ing.”

W h en as k ed w h at oth er eth ical com panie s  inspire  h im , 

Leigh  says  “I adore  H ow ie s .  Th e  organic t-s h irts  and 

trous ers  I’ve h ad from  th em  h ave lasted better th an any 

I’ve previously ow ned.  I can’t s ing th e ir prais e s  

enough ; th ey are  really s h ow ing th e  w ay w h en it com e s  

to eth ical bus ine s s .”  H e  also m entions  Cut4Cloth  w h o 

supply Leave O nly Footprints  w ith  som e  of th e ir cloth e s .

Leave O nly Footprints  is  a 

w eb-bas ed com pany and all 

details can be  found at 

w w w .lofootprints .co.uk
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£3 Billion Plans  For W as te
Greater M anch e ster Waste  Disposal Auth ority 

(GM W DA) h as  confirm ed th at it h as  s elected th e  

consortium  betw e en Viridor Waste  M anagem ent and 

Joh n Laing Infrastructure  as  preferred bidder for th e  

£3 billion PFI contract to deliver long-term  w aste  

m anagem ent solutions  in Greater M anch e ster.

Currently in Greater M anch e ster w e  are  producing 1.4m  

tone s  of w aste  each  year, w h ich  is  th en collected from  

over 9 50,000 h ous e h olds .  O nly a q uarter of th is  w aste  

is  recycled. M em bers  of th e  w aste  cam paign w ere  

particularly concerned about th e  ne ed to recycle m uch  

m ore  and ensuring re s idual w aste  is  dispos ed of in an 

appropriate  m anner.

Viridor/Laing state th at th ey aim  to radically reduce  th e  

am ount of w aste  s ent to landfill (s ince  th e re  is  little 

space left to fill) and provide  alternative s e rvice s  

including w aste  reduction, recycling, com posting, 

treatm ent, recovery and disposal.

GM W DA ch air Ne il Sw annick  said: “We are  inve sting 

h eavily in new  e q uipm ent to ensure  th at Greater 

M anch e ster is  ‘w orld clas s’ in its  h andling of m unicipal 

w aste .”

Th is  £330m  of new  e q uipm ent include s  tw o m aterials 

recycling facilitie s  (M RFs) th at w ill h andle dry 

recyclables  such  as  plastics , glas s  and cans . Th e s e  us e  

sorting tech nology including scre ens  and optical sorting 

so th at recyclable w aste  can be  collected togeth e r.  Also, 

up to four in-ve s s el com posting plants  w ill proce s s  th e  

area’s  k itch en and garden w aste , producing about 

125,000 tonne s  of com post each  year.

Th e s e  proposals are  pos itive, but still leave re s idual 

w aste .  Re s idual w aste  th at cannot be  recycled or 

com posted w ill go to five m ech anical biological 

treatm ent (M BT) plants  th at w ill us e  anaerobic 

dige stion (AD) tech nology. 

Th e  M BT proce s s  m ech anically s eparate s  out any 

m etals for recycling, paper, plastic and card as  refus e -

derived fuel (RDF) and an organic fraction. Th e  organic 

fraction is  th en ferm ented in th e  AD proce s s  to produce 

m eth ane , w h ich  is  converted to electricity.  Enough  

energy s h ould be  produced to pow er th e  plants  w ith  

re s idual electricity exported to th e  National Grid.

Th e s e  M BT plants  h ave be en in operation in s everal 

countrie s , including Italy, Germ any and Belgium , and 

s e em  to be  w ork ing w ell.  Th is  proce s s  s e em s  to be  one  

of th e  m ore  pos itive options  for w aste  disposal and 

h opefully w ill s e e  a vast im provem ent in Greater 

M anch e ster’s  w aste  disposal.  W e w ill be  k e eping an 

eye  on furth er developm ents!

W aste in Num bers
1.4 m illion tonne s  - Am ount of h ous e h old w aste  

M anch e ster produce s  each  year.

9 50,000 - Num ber of h ous e h olds  in M anch e ster

W aste in Letters
AD - Anaerobic Dige stion

GM W DA - Greater M anch e ster Waste  Disposal 

Auth ority

M BT - M ech anical Biological Treatm ent

M RF - M aterials Recycling Facility

RDF - Refus e  Derived Fuel

Th e  Th re e  R s  - Reduce , Reus e , Recycle

O n a w inter’s  Th ursday nigh t in January w h en m ost 

people w ere  probably w arm ing th e ir toe s  by a h eater, 

th e  intrepid m em bers  of th e  w aste  subgroup and 

intere sted oth ers , congregated on Ch orlton's  Beech  

Road to te st th e  gre en credentials of local bars  and pubs .

W h ile m any m igh t view  th is  as  a th inly ve iled excus e  

for a pub craw l, th e  group’s  m ain objective w as  to 

survey th e s e  local Ch orlton bus ine s s e s  on th e ir current 

recycling h abits  and gath er th e ir attitude s  tow ards  

greater participation in recycling in th e  future .

Bus ine s s e s , w h ile producers  of h uge  am ounts  of w aste , 

often h ave a very low  recycling rate  becaus e  th e re  is  

little incentive and/or direction from  local auth oritie s  

regarding m ore  sustainable practice s .

O ur dedicated ‘re s earch ’ s h ow ed th at th e re  w as  a w ide  

variety of recycling activitie s  currently going on dow n 

Beech  Road. M ost e stablis h m ents  indicated th at, in 

principle, th ey w ould be  k e en to recycle m ore  if th e  

proce s s  w ere  econom ically viable and s im ple.

Back  at th e  m ore  sober environs  of th e  M ount Stre et 

FOE office , th e  group collated th e  data and felt th at a 

m e eting, planned for April, w ith  intere sted partie s  

w ould be  an effective forum  at w h ich  to provide  th e s e  

local bus ine s s e s  w ith  ideas  for a viable recycling.

It is  h oped th at a succe s sful bus ine s s  recycling m odel 

bas ed on our Ch orlton experience s  can be  introduced 

acros s  th e  city…  But th at is  after anoth er pub craw l or 

tw o…  W e w ill k e ep you posted!

Ge tting W as te d in Ch orlton
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Rain Doe s n't Dam pe n Cycle  of Pas s ion
O ne year on, and th e  Love 

Your Bik e  w ebs ite  is  still 

generating pow erful 

inform ation. It ain't just th e  

rain th at stops  people cycling.

Th e Love Your Bik e  w ebs ite  w as  launch ed by 

M anch e ster Friends  of th e  Earth  in Spring 2006 w ith  an 

innovative interactive facility for draw ing th e  route s  th at 

real cyclists  us e  on th e ir daily journey to w ork , as  w ell 

as  pinpointing place s  w h ich  are  particularly good or bad 

for cyclists .

To date w e  h ave rece ived 130 route s  from  cyclists  in 

M anch e ster, spanning th e  region from  W igan and 

Ram sbottom  to Saddlew orth , New  M ills and Knutsford. 

But a m as s ive 51% of th em  start or finis h  in th e  city 

centre  and univers ity areas , w h ich  also contains  2 of th e  

th e  3 m ost fre q uently m entioned black spots . Topics  th at 

cam e up again and again as  be ing s e riously problem atic 

for cyclists  w ere :

•  Rus h olm e's  Curry M ile and Univers ity;

•  O xford Road from  th e  BBC to St Peter's  Sq uare;

•  th e  notorious  "Stretford giratory" on Ch e ster Road and 

oth er stretch e s  of th is  road th rough  Trafford.

A non-cyclist from  Didsbury said "Th e  Fallow field 

Loop is  great but of lim ited us e  for com m uters .  W h at 

M anch e ster ne eds  is  a s im ilar dedicated cycle track  th at 

goe s  in and out of Central M anch e ster." 

And Tim  from  M anch e ster said: "Th e  cycle lane s  around 

th e  bus  stops  are  a recipe  for disaster due  to bik e s  and 

bus e s  h aving to cros s  path s  every few  m etre s  or so. 

Also, th is  is  one  of th e  m ost dangerous  parts  of 

M anch e ster to cycle, due  to th e  slow  conge sted traffic 

m eaning th at: pede strians  nip betw e en cars  into cycle 

lane s; bus e s  let pas s engers  off into cycle lane s; cars  let 

each  oth er out of turnings , or into turnings  w ith  no 

regard for q uick e r m oving cyclists; cars  pull in and out 

of park ing space s , or park  in th e  cycle lane, w ith  no 

regard for cyclists  ... I'd lik e  to s e e  th e  curry m ile fre e  of 

cars  - bus e s , bik e s  and people only."

W ith  so m any cyclists  w anting to com m ute on th e  

O xford Road corridor, M anch e ster City Council h as  a 

clear opportunity to m ak e  a strong statem ent about its  

com m itm ent to becom e England's  gre ene st city by 

introducing a radical sch em e  to elim inate or 

s ignificantly reduce  traffic on M anch e ster's  m ost 

popular cycle route [1].

W e also conducted a survey of non-cyclists  about w h y 

th ey don't cycle to w ork . From  th e  re sults  analys ed so 

far, 6 out of 10 re spondents  don't cycle to w ork  becaus e  

of th e  lack  of safe  route s  for cycling, and h alf reck on 

th at th e re 's  too m uch  traffic on th e  roads , again leaving 

th e  ball s q uarely in th e  court of Greater M anch e ster's  

councils to m ak e  th e  nece s sary im provem ents . 

Em ployers  can also do m ore  to encourage cycling, as  

one  in th re e  com plain about th e  lack  of facilitie s  for 

fre s h ening up in th e  w ork place, and 13% say th e re 's  no 

s ecure  place to park  th e ir bik e  at w ork . If you th ough t 

th at M anch e ster's  w eath er h ad a lot to do w ith  

discouraging cycling, it's  intere sting to s e e  th at only 1 in 

10 cited bad w eath er as  th e  reason w h y th ey don't cycle.

Reference s :

[1] Review  of O xford Road/W ilm slow  Road Cycle 

Route, Rob M ars h all, Transport Initiative s  LLP, M arch  

2006 

Love  Your Bik e  Annive rs ary - Join Us !
O n Friday 30th  M arch , 

cyclists  from  all around 

M anch e ster w ill join us  on th e  

roads  at th e  launch  of our 

report 'Stepping Up a Gear'.

We plan to h ave ride s  from  m any areas  of M anch e ster, 

all culm inating on th e  m orning of th e  30th  outs ide  th e  

Tow n H all, Albert Sq uare . Th e  m ore  th e  m errie r, so if 

you w ant to join in, pleas e  contact Graem e  on 079 05 

79 0426 or by em ail at graem e@ m anch e sterfoe .org.uk . 

Th e  report w ill sum m aris e  w h at w e 've ach ieved over 

th e  last year, and report th e  findings  of th e  re s earch  

carried out th rough  w w w .loveyourbik e .org.  In 

particular, w e 'll be  able to say w h e re  people are  cycling 

and w h e re  th e re  are  black spots  and exam ples  of good 

practice . People w h o don't cycle, but w ould lik e  to, 

h ave be en telling us  th e ir reasons  and th e s e  m ak e  

pow erful evidence  to back  up our argum ent th at th e re  is  

an untapped m ark et for cycling and th e  Council s h ould 

th erefore  step up a gear and m ak e  th e  roads  of 

M anch e ster far m ore  cycle -friendly. Pleas e  join us  in 

m ak ing th is  pow erful statem ent a reality.
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O ne of th e  m ost effective th ings  w e  can do to reduce  our carbon 

em is s ions  is  travel les s  by air. Jonath an provide s  just a few  

exam ples  of th e  m any pos s ibilitie s .

W ith  a typical s h ort-h aul fligh t producing over 1000 k g of carbon dioxide  e q uivalent [note 1], and a return long-h aul 

fligh t producing as  m uch  as  a typical car doe s  in a year, th e re  is  great potential for reducing our carbon footprint by 

h aving few er h olidays , ch oos ing a h oliday closer 

to h om e  or by not flying. 

W eardale (48k g CO 2):
[note  2] Train to Bis h op Auck land, get to th e  

cam ps ite  at W e stgate us ing th e  h ourly bus  w h ich  

w ill also get you around during your stay. Lovely 

w alk ing in th e  Dales  and oth er attractions .

Edinburgh  (77k g CO 2):
By train th rough  beautiful countrys ide , from  £5 

return w ith  M egaTrain. Go for th e  fe stival/fringe  

or just to enjoy th e  city. Everyth ing is  reach able on 

foot from  Waverley station.

Isle of M an (134k g CO 2):
Train to Liverpool, ferry to Douglas . Tak e  your 

bicycle or a tent or both . Lovely coastal and h ill 

w alk s , s ecluded glens  and beach e s . Excellent netw ork  

of bus e s  and h e ritage  rail.

Ireland (222k g CO 2):
Train to Liverpool or H olyh ead, ferry to Dublin or Belfast. Tak e  your bik e  and tour around us ing B& Bs . Try cycling 

th e  Antrim  coast.

Spain (e stim ated 500k g CO 2):
Eurostar London-Paris , spend th e  day in Paris , tak e  th e  sleeper train to Barcelona or M adrid. Alternatively by ferry 

from  Plym outh  to Santander in 20 h ours . Look  out for one  of 

th e  m any eco-h olidays .

Gre e n H olidays

In January Prince  Ch arles  cancelled a s k i trip to 

Sw itzerland, out of concern for h is  carbon 

footprint and in February it w as  reported th at s k i 

re sorts  could be  a th ing th e  past w ith in 25 years  

due  to w arm er clim e s . (BBC; Guardian)

Is  tourism  eating its elf?

Note 1: From  h ttp://ch oos eclim ate .org/flying/

Note 2: From  M ark  Lynas 's  book  Carbon Counter (bus  

0.09  k g/k m ; train 0.11 k g/k m ; ferry 0.47 k g/k m )

No need to fly: Costa Brava is  a day trip from  Barcelona, w h ich  can be  

reach ed by sleeper train from  Paris .
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M ik e  cons iders  th e  h um an 

cost of clim ate ch ange and 

fos s il fuel dependence  and 

as k s  'W h at s h all w e tell our 

ch ildren?'

Th e stre s s  w h ich  w e  are  all im pos ing on th e  Earth 's  

clim ate h as  not yet be en s h arply felt in tem perate  old 

Britain. W e h ave be en luck y (so far) in th e  levelling 

effect w h ich  th e  Atlantic O cean h as  on our w ell-w atered 

and ade q uately w arm  little island. Not so luck y, 

h ow ever, are  m any oth er citizens  of th e  w orld, and even 

le s s  luck y w ill be  th e ir de scendants  (and ours).

It is  both  in th e  prim al caus e  of pre s ent day w arm ing, 

and in th e  re sulting h arm , th at poorer people in very 

different parts  of th e  w orld are  so s everely afflicted. 

W ith out insurance, and often w ith out robust 

parliam entary repre s entation, th os e  people re spons ible 

for th e  least h arm  to th e  clim ate w ill suffer m ost from  

th e  as sociated dam age .

Th e  prim al caus e? Th e  m ining of th e  earth  for coal, oil 

and gas . Such  ph ys ically direct activity h as  already 

entailed th e  death  of m illions  over th e  centurie s . For 

exam ple, until very recently, th e  m ortality rate  in 

Ch ina's  under-regulated coal m ine s  w as  at least s ix 

th ousand per year. Every coal-rich  territory - Wales , 

Virginia, th e  Ruh r and m uch  furth er afield - h as  a 

h istory of h um an suffering, in w h ich  th e  m iners , th e ir 

fam ilie s  and th e ir com m unitie s  bore  th e  pain, w h ilst th e  

land ow ners , inve stors , exploiters  and us e rs  benefitted 

from  th e  concentrated energy of th e  h ard-w on black  

rock .

W ith  th e  discovery of oil in th e  ninete enth  century, and 

natural gas  in th e  tw entieth , furth er pain h as  be en 

inflicted on com m unitie s  w h ich  h ave little ne ed of th e  

liq uid carbon and h igh -pre s sure  m eth ane  gus h ing from  

th e ir ance stral terrain, but w h ich  h ave to suffer th e  

cons e q uence s  of such  industrial intrus ion. Every 

continent h as  its  tale of carbon atrocity to tell. In Africa, 

th e  O goni people of th e  Niger Delta suffer vast 

petroleum  contam ination of th e ir w etlands . In South  

Am erica th e  fore st dw ellers  of Peru suffer th e  de eply 

w ounding insult of pipeline s , tre e  clearing and th e  

debilitating pre s sure s  and coercive culture  of im ported 

contracted labour. In Rus s ia beyond th e  Arctic Circle th e  

superbly adapted Nenets  people fe el th e  w ounds  to 

environm ent and culture  inflicted by th e  m igh ty 

Gazprom . All th is , and m uch  m uch  m ore , for th e  benefit 

of us , th e  First World consum ers .

Th e  w orldw ide  h arm , of cours e , is  now  w ell k now n to 

all environm entally aw are  citizens . Tem perature s , 

rainfall patterns , ocean acidity w ill all ch ange – are  

already ch anging – and w ill h ave s evere  im pacts  on our 

citie s , our w ater supplie s , our agriculture , our political 

arrangem ents , and so on. Th e  next report of th e  IPCC, 

due  in M ay 2007, w ill outline  th e  suite  of im pacts  w h ich  

w e  can all expect: on poor and  rich , near and far, 

carbon us e r and carbon producer. 

H ow ever, th e re  is  an even de eper level of injustice  

em bodied in our fos s il carbon culture : th e  th reat to our 

de scendants . Th e  ultim ate clim ate injustice  is  to h and 

dow n to our ch ildren, and to th e ir ow n de scendants , a 

planet w h os e  atm osph e re , s eas  and terre strial biology 

are  so dam aged th at only a privileged few  can h ope  to 

survive, albe it in a precarious  k ind of com fort and 

s ecurity. M ost (according to Jam e s  Lovelock , w h o doe s  

not s e em  to be  totally h orrified by th is  h um an 

de stination) w ill die .  W e, th e  rich  of th e  W e st, and th e  

up-and-com ing of th e  East, often forget th e  effort put 

into th e  general am elioration of life 's  difficultie s  by our 

ance stors  – w ater supplie s , s ew age  system s , h ealth  

s e rvice s . Sh ouldn't th is  exam ple of th e  far-s igh ted w ork  

of previous  generations  lead us  e q ually to provide  for 

th e  com fort, s ecurity and inde ed th e  survival of th e  

generatons  w h ich  w ill inh e rit our planet? We certainly 

cannot ach ieve such  a de s irable outcom e w h ilst living 

and w ork ing w ith in a culture  bas ed on fos s il carbon. 

H ence  th e  attention given to h ydrogen by th e  Cam paign 

for a H ydrogen Econom y, of w h ich  th e  w riter is  th e  

s ecretary. Carbon, w h ich  in spite  of all th e  h arm  it h as  

inflicted h as  contributed to our m odern "succe s s", m ust 

surely be  renounced as  our fuel of ch oice , and th e  effort 

and m oney w h ich  pre s ently goe s  into its  exploitation 

s h ould be  ste ered into th e  field of h ydrogen, derived 

from  w ater by th e  pow er of th e  sun. 

 

Becom e a Clim ate 

Ch am pion

w w w .foe .co.uk /cam paignch am pions

FoE is  look ing for volunteers  w ith  tim e  and 

enth us iam  w h o can re spond q uick ly and 

effectively to h elp m ak e  th e  clim ate ch ange Bill 

strong enough  to really m ak e  a difference .

As  Cam paign Ch am pion  w e  w ill as k  for your 

h elp at crucial m om ent over th e  next tw elve 

m onth s . For exam ple, w e  m igh t as k  you to s end 

a personalis ed letter to your M P, w rite  a letter to 

your local new spaper, or s end a s h ort re spons e  

to a Governm ent consultation. Guidance, 

inform ation and advice  w ill be  provided.

Clim ate  Injus tice
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Ne ctar
14 Victoria Road, H ale , 

Ch e s h ire
W A15 9 AD

0161 9 28 3000

• O rganic Produce

• Local Produce

• Natural Produce

• GM  Free

• Fair Trade  Foodstuffs

For Everyth ing Good in Life

A range  of h ot and cold 
be ve rage s , s nack s  and ligh t 
m e als  including gre at tas ting 

h om e -m ade  s oups , jack e t 
potatoe s , s andw ich e s  and 

paninis .
All te a and coffe e  is  Fair Trade

All ingre die nts  are  e th ically s ource d 

from  s m all local com panie s .

No GM food, no additive s .

Low e r ground floor of th e  Triangle  

(th e  old Corn Exch ange ) on 

Exch ange  Sq uare , Corporation 

Stre e t, M14 3TR.

10%  discount on h ot drink s and m ain 
m eals for MFoE m em bers.

Indepdendent

Financial Advice

w ith  an Eth ical

Focus

W ith  eth ical inve stm ent you can look  after your 

financial future  w h ile us ing com panie s  th at are  

eth ically and environm entally sound.

Contact us  today for advice  on ISAs , Bonds , 
Pe ns ions , Inh e ritance  Tax Planning, and 
Eth ical Stock brok ing Portfolio Se rvice s .

Financial and Eth ical Specialists for over 15 years
Th e GÆ IA Partners h ip, 1 Th e  Arcade ,

829  W ilm slow  Rd, M anch e ster, M 20 5W D

Tel: 0161 434 4681 Fax: 0161 4458421
enquiry@ gaeia.co.uk   w w w .gaeia.co.uk

Th e GÆ IA Partners h ip is  auth oris ed and regulated by Th e  Financial 

Service s  Auth ority.  Th e  Financial Service s  Auth ority doe s  not regulate tax 

advice  and m ortgage s .
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Tim e  to Save  th e  Plane t...

Com ing Up
Regular Activitie s

Tuesday 10th  April, 8th  M ay, and th e  2nd Tue sday of every m onth : Full Group M eeting in th e  M anch e ster FoE office

Cam paign subgroup m e etings  tak e  place th rough out th e  m onth , pleas e  s e e  th e  calendar on our w ebs ite  for details .

Saturday 7th  April, 5th  M ay, and th e  1st Saturday of every m onth : Cam paign Stall at th e  Fairly Traded M ark et in 

Piccadilly Gardens

Special Events

Friday 30th  M arch , 7.30pm : Public m e eting on th e  Sustainable Com m unitie s  Bill, Reebok  Stadium , Bolton

M onday 23rd April, 8pm : M anch e ster FO E com edy nigh t, Glas s , Fallow field

Saturday 19 th  M ay, 10am  - 5pm : Clim ate ch ange conference , featuring w ork s h ops  about all aspects  of clim ate ch ange 

is sue s  (sugge sted donation £5), M eth odist H all, Oldh am  Stre et, M anch e ster

Stop Th e  Bypass
Tak e  som e  tim e  to w rite  a letter in 

prote st at th e  planned M ottram -

Tintw istle Bypas s .  M ore  inform ation 

at 

w w w .save sw allow sw ood.org.uk .

Love Your Bik e
If you h aven't already, tak e  th e  

opportunity of Spring to get to 

k now  your bik e  w ith  a bit of h elp 

from  w w w .loveyourbik e .org

Say No to Palm  O il
W rite  to th e  Indone s ian em bas sy to urge  

th at th ey re spect th e  land righ ts  of 

indigenous  peoples  and don’t convert 

national park s  for oil palm  plantation. 

w w w .m anch e sterfoe .org.uk /corporate s/

action.h tm

Exclam ation
“Tesco is  grow ing unch eck ed by th e  com petition auth oritie s  and aided by a planning system  not 

robust enough  to stop it building new  store s  and extens ions  even w h e re  th e re  is  strong local 

oppos ition.  W e are  determ ined not to let h istory repeat its elf and w ill continue  w ork ing w ith  

Trafford re s idents  to m ak e  sure  th e  council is  not allow ed to forget th at th e  people in th e  

com m unity do not w ant it.”

Paul D'Am bra  'Battle as  retail giant rais e s  stre s s  levels' (Th e  North  W e st Enq uirer, 22 June 2006)

"Th ey dum p 10m illion tonne s  into landfill s ite , w e  dum p 25 m illion and th e ir population's  25 

per cent greater th an ours ... W e're  q uite  often referred to as  th e  dustbin of Europe .''

Paul Waring com paring recycling in th e  UK and Germ any (BBC Radio M anch e ster, 8 January 2007)

"It's  not th e  job of th e  governm ent to favour any one  industry above oth ers , but to s e e  th e  big picture  and 

m ak e  re spons ible policie s  th at do w h at is  be st for th e  UK...  I'm  sure  w e 'd all lik e  to fly ch eaply as  often as  w e  

lik e , but as  re spons ible citizens  w e  h ave to accept th at it is  now  nece s sary for th e  taxation and planning 

system s  to be  curbing th e  grow th  of airports , including M anch e ster." 

Graem e  Sh erriff on airport expans ion (M anch e ster Evening New s  Postbag, 26 January 2007)

M anch e ster FoE in th e  M edia




