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H ow  can I be com e  a m e m be r?
You can download a m e m be rs h ip form  from  our 
w e bs ite  or ph one  our office  to be  s e nt one . O ne  
ye ar's  m e m be rs h ip is  only £4 if you're  unwage d, £8 
low -wage d, £12 wage d, and £30 for a h ous e h old.

Enjoy dis counts  as  a m e m be r
As  a m e m be r you ge t not only th is  ne w sle tte r but 
also:

4 fre e  is s ue s  of “Earth m atte rs ”, th e  m agaz ine  
from  national Frie nds  of th e  Earth  (ne w  m e m be rs  
only)

25% off a m e al at Earth  Cafe

10% off s e le cte d purch as e s  at H arry H all Cycle s

10% off food and drink  at Misty’s  Cafe

5% off de corating and floor-sanding jobs  at Eco-
Inte riors

15% off food and drink  at th e  Ne ctar Cafe  in H ale

10% off s e le cte d purch as e s  at Ke n Foste r’s  Cycle  
Logic

10% off m ain m e als  and h ot drink s  at Titch y 
Coffe e  Co.

10% off all orde rs  ove r £10 at Fe tis h  for Food in 
Pre stw ich

For th e  late st de tails  about our m e m be rs h ip 
discounts , vis it:
www.m anch e ste rfoe .org.uk /m e m be rs

Ge t active !
All are  w e lcom e  to our m e e tings. Se e  th e  back  page  
for a cale ndar and just com e  along!

Frie nd of th e  
Earth
For e ach  is s ue , a diffe re nt 
active  m e m be r talk s  about th e ir 
involve m e nt in th e  group.

H ow  long h ave  you be e n 
involve d? 18 m onth s  or so, 
s ince  Se pte m be r 2005.

W h at are  th e  m ain th ings  
you've  be e n involve d in? Little  b its  of e ve ryth ing! 
I h e lp out on stalls m ainly, and som e  anti-4x4 th ings  
rais ing aware ne s s  of th e  e nvironm e ntal de struction 
of 4x4s  to th e ir drive rs  doing sch ool runs. It's  all 
gre at fun!

W h at e nvironm e ntal is s ue  are  you m ost conce rne d 
about? Clim ate  ch ange : it's  a h uge  is s ue  by its e lf, 
but its  im plications  for oth e r th ings  lik e  food, trade , 
transport and b iodive rs ity m ak e  it e ve n m ore  
conce rning. But w e  can h e lp stop it!

About Manch e s te r FoE
Manch e ste r Frie nds  of th e  Earth  is  an award-w inning 
cam paign group work ing on is s ue s  re lating to th e  
e nvironm e nt and to social justice . 

W e  cam paign on is s ue s  w ith  a local conne ction and 
also lobby for policy ch ange s  at local, re gional, 
national and inte rnational le ve ls. 

W e  work  on a dive rs e  range  of is s ue s  including 
clim ate  ch ange , corporate  re spons ib ility, re al food, 
trade  justice , s ustainable  transport &  aviation, and 
waste  &  re cycling.

Find out m ore  at www.m anch e ste rfoe .org.uk .

Justine  H all

rem inders 
if you do th re e  th ings...

Palm  O il
Bille d as  th e  solution to clim ate  ch ange  and oil 
de pe nde ncy, it is  w re ak ing h avoc w ith  our 
e cosyste m s  and pus h ing up th e  price  of food. 
Tak e  action on page  5.

Every Little H elps
Join th e  cam paign to te ll Te sco it ain't w e lcom e  in 
Ch orlton. More  on page  7.

Congestion Ch arging
A de al th at could bring q uie t to th e  stre e ts  of 
Manch e ste r and a m as s ive ly im prove d public 
transport syste m . Som e  pe ople , would you be lie ve  
it, are  against it. D on't le t th e m  k ick  it out - s e e  
page  5.

Cover illustration by M arc Roberts  at h ttp://w w w .th robgoblins .blogspot.com /
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Clim ate  Bill: 
at las t
A  w orld first from  
th e  UK  
G ove rnm e nt. A li 
te lls us w h at w e  
ne e d to k now .
O n Tue sday 13th  March , as  a dire ct 
cons e q ue nce  of th e  pre s sure  th at 
pe ople  all round th e  country h ave  
e xe rte d as  part of Frie nds  of th e  
Earth 's  Big As k  cam paign, th e  
Gove rnm e nt publis h e d a draft 
Clim ate  Ch ange  Bill, th e  first of its  
k ind in th e  world.

W h at's  in th e  draft Bill?
Th e  draft Bill e ns h rine s  targe ts  of a 
26-32% cut in carbon dioxide  
e m is s ions  from  19 9 0 le ve ls  by 
2030 and a 60% cut by 2050 into 
statute , w h ich  m ak e s  th e  
Gove rnm e nt le gally accountable  for 
m e e ting th e s e  targe ts. It also 
re q uire s  th e  Gove rnm e nt to de fine  
a s e rie s  of 5-ye ar carbon budge ts , 
w h ich  w ill s e t a lim it on th e  
am ount of carbon dioxide  th at can 
be  e m itte d ove r th at pe riod.

To h e lp th e  Gove rnm e nt ach ie ve  
th e s e  cuts , th e  Bill propos e s  th e  
e stablis h m e nt of an inde pe nde nt 
body, th e  "Com m itte e  on Clim ate  
Ch ange ", m ade  up of scie ntific and 
e conom ic e xpe rts. Th is  com m itte e  
w ill advis e  th e  Gove rnm e nt on th e  
be st path way towards  th e  long-
te rm  targe ts , th e  le ve l at w h ich  th e  
carbon budge ts  s h ould be  s e t, and 
h ow  m uch  e ach  s e ctor is  e xpe cte d 
to contribute  to m e e t th e s e  
budge ts.

Th e  com m itte e  w ill also be  
re spons ible  for producing annual 
re ports  on th e  Gove rnm e nt's  
progre s s  towards  its  e m is s ions  
re duction targe ts. Th e  Gove rnm e nt 
is  th e n re q uire d to produce  a 
re spons e  to e ach  progre s s  re port 
and lay it be fore  Parliam e nt.

So is  it any good?
Th is  draft Bill is  th e  first of its  k ind 
in th e  world, and th e  Gove rnm e nt 
s h ould be  applaude d for tak ing th e  
le ad in s e tting a le gally binding 
fram e work  for re ducing e m is s ions. 
H ow e ve r, th e re  are  a num be r of 
k e y are as  in w h ich  th e  Bill ne e ds  
tigh te ning up to m ak e  it s ure  it 
de live rs  th e  cuts  w e  ne e d to do our 
fair s h are  to tack le  clim ate  ch ange .

Unam bitious
First of all, th e  long-te rm  targe t of 
a 60% cut in e m is s ions  by 2050 

s im ply isn't am bitious  e nough . O ur 
unde rstanding of clim ate  ch ange  
h as  m ove d on s ince  th is  targe t was  
s e t in 2000, and th e  scie nce  te lls 
us  w e  now  ne e d cuts  of at le ast 
80% by 2050, so th e  Bill s h ould 
re fle ct th is .

Plane s  and Boats  and 
Trains
Se condly, for th e  Bill to be  
e ffe ctive , th e  targe ts  m ust include  
all of th e  UK's  carbon dioxide  
e m is s ions. H ow e ve r, th e  draft Bill 
doe sn't include  e m is s ions  from  th e  
two faste st grow ing source s  of 
carbon dioxide , inte rnational 
aviation and s h ipping. Th at m ak e s  
about as  m uch  s e ns e  as  going on a 
calorie -controlle d die t and de ciding 
not to count calorie s  from  
ch ocolate !

Five  Ye ars
And th irdly, w h ile  carbon budge ts  
are  a s e ns ible  approach , th e  five -
ye ar tim e fram e  m e ans  th at a 
ge ne ral e le ction w ill fall w ith in 
e ach  budge t pe riod, w h ich  w ill s e e  
Gove rnm e nts  avoiding difficult 
de cis ions  be fore  e le ctions , and 
blam ing th e  pre vious  Gove rnm e nts  

for m is s ing targe ts. Th e  
Gove rnm e nt in pow e r s h ould 
th e re fore  be  re q uire d to s e t annual 
targe ts  to e nsure  th at w e  can 
m e asure  progre s s  and cle arly h old 
it accountable  for its  actions.

Ove r to you!
Th is  is  w h e re  you com e  in. Th e re  is  
a consultation on th e  draft Clim ate  
Ch ange  Bill, w h ich  runs  until 
Tue sday 12th  June . If you h ave n't 
alre ady done  so, ple as e  do s e nd in 
a re spons e  - th e re  are  de tails  of 
h ow  you can do th is , e ith e r by 
e m ail or by post, at:

h ttp://www.m anch e ste rfoe .org.uk /
clim ate /consultation.h tm

O nce  th e  consultation is  ove r, th e  
Gove rnm e nt w ill cons ide r th e  
re spons e s  and publis h  a re vis e d 
Bill, w h ich  w ill probably be  
de bate d in Parliam e nt in th e  
autum n and e ve ntually be com e  law  
in Spring 2008. To m ak e  s ure  w e  
e nd up w ith  a Clim ate  Ch ange  Act 
th at's  tough  e nough  to do th e  job, 
w e  w ill ne e d to ge t th e  s upport of 
MPs  to vote  in favour of th e  
ch ange s  w e 're  propos ing. 

If you'd lik e  to h e lp but h ave n't got 
tim e  to com e  along to one  of our 
m e e tings , w h y not s ign up to 
be com e  a Clim ate  Cam paign 
Ch am pion? As  a Cam paign 
Ch am pion, Frie nds  of th e  Earth  w ill 
as k  for your h e lp at crucial 
m om e nts  ove r th e  ne xt tw e lve  
m onth s  - for m ore  inform ation and 
to s ign up, vis it:

h ttp://www.foe .co.uk /cam paignch a
m pions.

Th at m ak e s  about as  
m uch  s e ns e  as  going 
on a calorie -controlle d 
die t and de ciding not 
to count ch ocolate !
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In th e  se cond and 
final part of h e r 
trave l diary, Sam  
visits 'de grade d 
land' and finds it 
far from  life le ss.
Afte r th e  Roundtable  on 
Sustainable  Palm  O il (RSPO ) 
m e e ting, I trave lle d for two days  to 
re ach  one  of th e  com m unitie s  
living in fore st th at th e  com panie s  
labe l as  “de grade d land”.  It is  not 
virgin rainfore st so th e  
gove rnm e nt, and m any com panie s , 
cons ide r it s uitable  for conve rs ion 
to palm  oil plantations.  Th is  
“de grade d land”, to th e  untraine d 
e ye , look s  lik e  fore st and it’s  full of 
pe ople ; pe ople  w h o h ave  be e n 
living th e re  for h undre ds  of ye ars. 

Tak ing a boat along th e  rive r to 
vis it one  village , you pas s  
countle s s  oth e rs  – pe ople  fis h ing 
or was h ing in th e  rive r, k ids  
pus h ing e ach  oth e r in.  In som e  
are as , w h e re  th e re  is  no plantation 
and th e  fore st is  still intact, th e  
wate r is  crystal cle ar.  In oth e rs , 
w h e re  th e  re m oval of th e  fore st 
h as  caus e d m as s ive  soil e ros ion, 
th e  wate r is  th e  colour of a m ilk y 
cup of te a due  to all th e  soil and 

palm  oil e fflue nt in it.  Th is  m ak e s  
th e  rive r unsuitable  for was h ing, 
drink ing and fis h ing by th e  pe ople  
w h o still live  on it.  Much  of th is  
land is  e arm ark e d for de ve lopm e nt 
into oil palm  plantations; 
irre spe ctive  of w h at th e  pe ople  
living th e re  want.

Th e  pe ople  th e re  also h ave  an 
astounding k nowle dge  of th e  
fore st.  Th e y can ide ntify 
th ousands  of spe cie s  of tre e  just 
by th e  fe e l and sm e ll of th e  bark , 
w h e re  m ode rn scie nce  h as  only 
ide ntifie d h undre ds.  Th e y also 
k now  countle s s  re m e die s  bas e d on 
plants  in th e  fore st.  Th is  
k nowle dge  can be  lost in a 
ge ne ration as  it is  pas s e d on orally 

and is  not w ritte n down anyw h e re . 
If e xpans ion of th e  palm  oil 
industry de stroys  th e ir culture , 
th e ir k nowle dge  w ill be  lost along 
w ith  it. 

Be fore  trave lling th rough  th e  rain 

fore st, I m e t w ith  Joh n Bam ba, th e  
D ire ctor of Institut D ayak ologi, a 
group th at work s  w ith  th e  D ayak  
pe ople  w h o live  in th e  fore sts  of 
Borne o.  H e  said it’s  im portant for 
de ve lopm e nt in Indone s ia to 
re spe ct th e  righ ts  of th e  
indige nous  pe ople s  to th e  land 
th e y’ve  live d on for ge ne rations. 
Th e y ne e d to h ave  th e  inform ation 
to m ak e  inform e d ch oice s  about 
h ow  th e y want to de ve lop.  Th e ir 
curre nt ways  of life  involve  a 
varie ty of source s  of incom e  in 
addition to be ing able  to grow  and 
h arve st e nough  from  th e  fore st to 
fe e d th e m s e lve s.  Th e y grow  rice  
and pe ppe r, tap rubbe r and k e e p 
live stock .  Th is  give s  th e m  
inde pe nde nce  and fre e dom  to 
m ak e  ch oice s .

W h e n oil palm  com panie s  com e  to 
de ve lop th e  land th e y us e  a varie ty 
of m e th ods  to gain acce s s  to it, 
from  m ilitary involve m e nt to 
m ak ing prom is e s  about land and 
sch ools  and roads  th at ne ve r 
m ate rialis e .  “Th e  village  w ith out 
land” is  typical of w h at is  
h appe ning all ove r Indone s ian 
Borne o.  Joh n Bam ba be lie ve s  th at 
if th e s e  is s ue s  are  not addre s s e d 
soon th e  pe ople  m ay be com e  so 
unh appy and frustrate d at not 
be ing give n anyth ing in re turn for 
h aving th e ir land tak e n from  th e m , 
th at it m ay de stabilis e  th e  country.

Th is  “de grade d land”, 
to th e  untraine d e ye , 
look s  lik e  fore st and 
it’s  full of pe ople ; 
pe ople  w h o h ave  be e n 
living th e re  for 
h undre ds  of ye ars.  
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Action on Palm  Oil
Joh n Bam ba, inte rvie w e d on 
th e  pre vious page , advise s 
th e  follow ing actions to stop 
th e  de struction of fore sts and 
com m unitie s for palm  oil.
1. Congratulate  supe rm ark e ts , food and cosm e tics  
m anufacture rs  th at h ave  joine d th e  RSPO  (s e e  
www.rspo.org for a list of m e m be rs) but as k  th e m  to 
e nsure  th at th e y ins ist th e ir s upplie rs  work  towards  
th e  RSPO  standards  as  q uick ly as  pos s ible .  If your 
favourite  brand is  not alre ady a m e m be r, e ncourage  
th e m  to join.

2. W rite  to th e  D e partm e nt for Transport to say th at 
palm  oil s h ould not be  us e d as  a b iofue l be caus e  th is  
would cre ate  a m as s ive  e xpans ion in th e  industry and 
de struction of ancie nt and living culture  as  w e ll as  
re m aining rainfore sts , w h ich  w ill in turn contribute  to 
clim ate  ch ange .  RTFO  Consultation, D e partm e nt for 
Transport, Gre at Minste r H ous e , 76 Mars h am  Stre e t, 
London, SW 1P 4D R

3. W rite  to th e  Indone s ian e m bas sy to re q ue st th at 
th e y re spe ct th e  custom ary land righ ts  of indige nous  
pe ople s  and don’t conve rt any national park s  for oil 
palm  plantation, and to support th e  adoption of th e  
D raft D e claration of th e  Indige nous  Pe ople s ’ Righ ts  at 
th e  ne xt UN Ge ne ral As s e m bly.  Indone s ian Em bas sy, 
London, Unite d K ingdom : + 44 (0)20 749 9  7661

Sam , in h e r day job, h as  w ritte n a re port for th e  
Co-ope rative  Insurance  Socie ty e ntitle d Ris k s  
and O pportunitie s  of an Em e rging Industry.
Th e  re port can be  downloade d from  
www.cis .co.uk /policyinpractice .

Conge s tion on th e  Bill
Tw o ne w  de ve lopm e nts to 
ch ange  th e  w ay w e  trave l.
In th e  last w e e k  of May th e re  w e re  two im portant 
de ve lopm e nts  for local transport: th e  national Local 
Transport Bill was  publis h e d for consultation and 
AGMA, th e  As sociation of Gre ate r Manch e ste r 
Auth oritie s , announce d bold ste ps  to introduce  
conge stion ch arging in Gre ate r Manch e ste r.

Th e  Local Transport Bill s e ts  out ne w  pow e rs  for 
Pas s e nge r Transport Exe cutive s  to re gulate  bus e s . 
It's  not propos ing a full re nationalisation back  to pre -
19 80s , but it is  trying to give  th e  PTEs  m ore  te e th . It 
also give s  local are as  pow e rs  to introduce  road 
ch arging sch e m e s . 

Gre ate r Manch e ste r's  plans  are  still rath e r vague , but 
bas ically cons ist of ch arging for e ntry into 
Manch e ste r along spe cific corridors , th os e  w ith  th e  
be st public transport. Ch arging w ill not start until 
th e re  h as  be e n a m as s ive  im prove m e nt in public 
transport, w h ich  w ill be  funde d partly by th e  
Transport Innovation Fund. W e  are  as sure d th at th e re  
w ill now  be  a th orough  consultation on th e s e  
proposals  and AGMA w ill de cide  in July w h e th e r to 
subm it th e  proposals  to national Gove rnm e nt. W e  
be lie ve  th at AGMA s h ould stand by th e s e  proposals , 
but th at th e re  is  still a lot of de tail to be  work e d out. 

Ple as e  k e e p an e ye  on 
www.m anch e ste rfoe .org.uk /transport to s e e  
our re spons e s  to th e s e  two proposals  and ge t 
involve d in th e  de bate .

Ne w  Office
It m ay s e e m  lik e  only a s h ort tim e  s ince  th e  last 
m ove , but Manch e ste r FoE are  m oving office s  again. 
Th is  tim e  th e  m ove  is  to th e  Gre e n Fis h  Re source  
Ce ntre  on O ldh am  Stre e t, w h e re  w e 'll be  s h aring 
space  w ith  oth e r voluntary s e ctor organisations.
And th e re 's  a b igge r m e e ting space , so th e re  w ill be  
ple nty of room  for you all at our m e e tings !  O ur ne w  
addre s s  and contact de tails  are  on th e  back  cove r. 
H e re 's  a m ap to h e lp you find it.

Som e  s e le cte d q uote s  from  th e  CIS re port:
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O n a w e t and w indy e ve ning 
at th e  e nd of A pril, w e  h e ld 
a com e dy nigh t to raise  

som e  funds for th e  
group. Justine  re ports.

Th e  fantastic Toby H adok e  was  com pèring, 
and as k e d th e  audie nce  w h at th e ir guilty 
e nvironm e ntal s e cre t is . O ne  of our co-
ordinators , Paul, said th at h e  buys  Sylve ste r 
McCoy D octor W h o D VD s , to w h ich  a disguste d 
Toby (McCoy is  h is  le ast favourite  D octor) said th at h e  
s h ould burn th e m , but burning would re ale as e  toxic 
ch e m icals , so you couldn't do th at, and so m aybe  h e  s h ould just 
bury th e m  out of s igh t som e w h e re !

Th e  first com ic on was  ne wcom e r Katie  Mulgre w . D e spite  
s uffe ring from  th e  flu, s h e  de ligh te d th e  audie nce  w ith  
som e  daft obs e rvational bits  and bobs , w ith  
prom pts  from  th e  w riting on h e r h and!

Se cond up was  Se an Moran, an e xce lle nt 
com e dian de spite  h is  lack  of e xpe rie nce . O ne  
jok e  h e  told didn't ge t m uch  of a laugh , so 
w h e n Toby re turne d h e  said th at w e  s h ould 
te ll Se an th at w e  lik e d th e  jok e , so th at it 
wouldn't be  waste d and would be  re cycle d!

Th ird up was  Le e  Fe nw ick , as  ch aracte r Mick  
Se rge ant. Mick  is  an e x-s h ipwork e r going 
th rough  a divorce  - sounds  grim , but is  actually 
ve ry, ve ry funny! Fourth  up was  Roland Ge nt, doing 
a ge ne ral ram ble . H e  th ink s  th e  worst job m ust be  
answ e ring th e  ph one  at th e  Isle  of Man Ch e e s e  com pany. 
Th ink  about it!

H e adlining th e  nigh t was  Joh n Coope r (not Nige l from  East Ende rs , de spite  
th e  te rrible  s h irt!).  A funny and m ad act, h is  spe e d-dating e xpe rie nce s  m ust 
be  h e ard to be  be lie ve d!!

W e  got lots  of Big As k  postcards  s igne d, distribute d a fe w  
       ne w sle tte rs  and rais e d th e  profile  of our 

cam paigns. And rais e d ove r £100 
for th e  group! W h o k now s , it 

m ay be com e  a re gular e ve nt - 
watch  th is  space ...

Ph otos : clock w is e  - Rach el, Toby 
H adok e , M ick  Sargent, Sean M oran, 
Joh n Cooper, Katie  M ulgrew .
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Do w e  w ant Te s co in 
Ch orlton?
Tim e  to stop th e  spre ad of Te sco
Pre -e m pte d by Te sco’s  application to ope n a Te sco 
Expre s s  in th e  h ith e rto Te sco-fre e  Ch orlton, a public 
m e e ting h e ld last w e e k  dre w  toge th e r ove r 120 
re s ide nts , bus ine s s  pe ople  and councillors  
de te rm ine d to k e e p th e  s upe rm ark e t giant out of th e  
are a.

Spe ak e rs  from  Unicorn Groce ry, Manch e ste r FoE, and 
W om e n W ork ing W orldw ide  h igh ligh te d m any of th e  
ne gative  im pacts  of supe rm ark e ts  both  h e re  and 
ove rs e as , including th e ir m urk y labour practice s  in 
de ve loping countrie s  and th e ir contribution as  th e  
de live re rs  of globalis e d low  wage s , low  price s  and 
low  s k ills. Th e  m e e ting w e nt on to look  at h ow  
pe ople  can oppos e  th e  local Te sco application, 
w h ich  contribute s  to one  of th e  m ost aggre s s ive  
e xpans ion sch e m e s  of all th e  UK supe rm ark e ts. 

It was  h uge ly e ncouraging and ve ry e xciting to s e e  
th e  stre ngth  of fe e ling from  so m any local pe ople . 
Th e  Ch orlton cas e  com e s  clos e  to m ark ing th e  100th  

local anti-s upe rm ark e t cam paign in th e  UK, and it’s  
cle ar th at as  pe ople  be com e  incre as ingly aware  th at 
supe rm ark e ts  are  not all th at supe r, th e  days  of th e  
re tail giants ’ aggre s s ive  infiltration of e ve ry h igh  
stre e t s im ply pas s ing by w ith  bare ly a w h ispe r from  
anyone , are  w e ll and truly ove r. 

Tak ing on Te sco isn’t an e asy tas k , but e vide ntly th e  
com m unity is  pre pare d to do it. It s e e m s  unfair, 
pe rh aps , th at th e  syste m  s h ould work  th is  way 
around. W h y s h ould w e  h ave  to figh t for w h at is  so 
e vide nt - th at no-one  in Ch orlton wants  Te sco, 
inste ad of Te sco h aving to prove  th at th e y do? 

W ith  th e  planning syste m  curre ntly in dange r of 
be ing s e riously w e ak e ne d, it’s  m ore  im portant th an 
e ve r th at local pe ople  s h ow  th e y are  pre pare d to 
e ngage  w ith  planning de cis ions  th at w ill affe ct both  
th e m s e lve s  and th e  w ide r world. 

H ope fully, May’s  m e e ting was  only th e  be ginning of 
a cam paign th at w ill bring toge th e r all w h o want to 
prote ct Ch orlton’s  vitality and uniq ue ne s s , and voice  
oppos ition to a corporation th at s h ow s  scant re spe ct 
for work e rs , com m unitie s  or th e  plane t.    

For m ore  inform ation, or to ge t on th e  m ailing 
list, e m ail sayye stolocals h ops@ h otm ail.co.uk

Counting Carbs
Justine  tak e s late st life style  
guide  for a, e r, te st drive .
Th is  little  book  starts  by com paring counting carbon 
w ith  counting calorie s , but w h e re  th e  h e alth  of th e  
e ntire  plane t, not just one  pe rson, is  at ris k . Th e  
book  s h ow s  you h ow  to calculate  your carbon 
footprint and give s  advice  on h ow  to s ignificantly 
re duce  it. It starts  by e xploring h ow  and w h y clim ate  
ch ange  is  h appe ning, look ing at scie ntific data, 
graph s  and table s. It's  all pre s e nte d re ally cle arly, 
including a s e ction on th e  m yth s  pe ople  still be lie ve  
and h ow  to re spond to difficult q ue stions  about 
clim ate  ch ange  w h e n you're  in th e  pub!

Th e n it ge ts  down to th e  nitty gritty of calculating 
your footprint, by look ing at e ne rgy b ills, distance  
and m e ans  of trave l and consum ption h abits. It's  a 
little  h ard going and you do ne e d a calculator, pe n 
and pape r - but it's  worth  it!

Th e  book  h as  a w e alth  of sugge stions  to de cre as e  
our carbon e m is s ions , w ith  h ints , tips  and us e ful 
contact inform ation. For th e  h om e , diffe re nt form s  of 
insulation are  com pare d, gre e n e ne rgy supplie rs/ 
tariffs  com pare d, e ve n fridge s , dis h was h e rs , was h ing 
m ach ine s  and tum ble  drie rs  analys e d to find th e  
m ost e ne rgy e fficie nt! For transport, diffe re nt k inds  
of car and m otorbik e  are  com pare d for carbon 

e m is s ions , diffe re nt form s  of transport are  rate d, and 
again ways  to de cre as e  your e m is s ions  and trave l 
m ore  safe ly and e fficie ntly are  re vie w e d. 

Consum ption h abits  are  ve ry difficult to calculate , 
but th e  book  give s  a ge ne ral ide a of e m is s ions  
caus e d by various  buying h abits , and again offe rs  
de taile d advice  to re duce  th e s e . Finally, th e  book  
give s  a vis ion for a sustainable  future , w ith  e ve ryone  
h aving be com e  m uch  m ore  e ne rgy e fficie nt and 
e ne rgy ge ne ration be com ing m ore  localis e d. It also 
include s  page s  to re cord your own re ductions  in 
carbon e m is s ions  ove r th e  ne xt fe w  ye ars ! Th e  
appe ndix include s  a 're ady re ck one r' of carbon 
e m is s ions  for trips  be tw e e n m ajor citie s  by car, train 
and plane .

Th is  book  is  an e xce lle nt re ad, for both  th e  Big As k  
novice  and th e  s e asone d cam paigne r. It's  gre at, if a 
little  scary, to be  able  to calculate  your carbon 
e m is s ions , but it h as  gre at practical advice  to re duce  
th e m . H igh ly re com m e nde d, 9  out of 10!

For th e  re cord, m y carbon e m is s ions  for th e  past 
ye ar w e re  around 3,300k g - th e  UK ave rage  is  
9 ,400k g, so I fe e l pre tty good! But th e n I'm  a poor 
stude nt w h o cycle s  e ve ryw h e re , can't afford to go 
away, s h ops  in ch arity s h ops  and live s  w ith  3 oth e r 

poor stude nts  so w e  can't afford to turn our 
h e ating up too m uch !

Carbon Counte r, by Mark  Lynas , is  available  
from  Collins  Ge m  for £4.9 9
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Th e  Ch alle nge s
Th e  re port m ade  five  ch alle nge s  to th e  
council, w h ich  it m ust m e e t if it is  to be  th e  
gre e ne st city.

1.  Mate rially im prove  and e xpand th e  cycle  
lane  ne twork  in Manch e ste r so cyclists  fe e l 
confide nt on th e  City's  roads. 
2.  D e s ign junctions  so th at th e  safe ty of 
cyclists  is  pre s e rve d and th e  flow  of th e ir 
journe y not inte rrupte d. 

3.  Act to inform , m ak e  aware  and w h e re  
ne ce s sary e nforce  th e  law  so th at oth e r road 
us e rs  are  aware  of th e  ne e ds  of cyclists. 

4.  Provide  q uality cycle  park ing and, w ith  th e  police , e nsure  
th at cycle  crim e  is  re duce d and th e  fe ar of cycle  crim e  re duce d 
furth e r.  

5.  Im prove  acce s s  to stations , s e cure  storage , and th e  carriage  
of b ik e s  on public transport, to give  cyclists  th e  confide nce  
th at th e y can us e  th e ir b ik e s  as  one  part of m ore  com ple x 
journe ys. 

6.  W ork  w ith in th e  Council's  pow e rs  to ach ie ve  th e  tw in aim s  
of re ducing traffic and incre as ing cycling.

At th e  e nd of March  it was  one  ye ar s ince  th e  launch  
of our award-w inning Love  Your Bik e  cam paign, w ith  
its  'Fast Lane : Fat Lane ' b illboards. W h at be tte r way 
to ce le brate  th an to produce  a re port te lling th e  
council and oth e r influe ntial bodie s  e ve ryth ing th at 
w e 've  le arnt ove r th e  last ye ar from  cyclists  and 
would-be  cyclists. 

I'm  s ure  no one  w ill be  s urpris e d to le arn th at not 
e ve ryone  re sponde d to our adve rtis ing cam paign 
w ith  'oh  ye ah , s ure , I'll cycle  th e n', and m any pe ople  
com m e nte d th at th e y would not cycle  be caus e  th e y 
didn't fe e l safe  or pointe d out spe cific spots  on th e  
road ne twork  th at th e y avoid be caus e  of fe ars  of 
safe ty.  W e  fe lt th at th e  m e s sage  w e  now  h ad a 
re spons ib ility to tak e  back  to th e  council was  s im ple  
but vital: 

Many m ore  pe ople  want to cycle , but are  look ing to 
th e  Council to tak e  a le ad in m ak ing conditions  m ore  
cycle -frie ndly.

W e  pre s e nte d sum m arie s  of th e  com m e nts  w e  h ad 
re ce ive d and pre s e nte d th e m  as  a s e rie s  of 
ch alle nge s  (s e e  box) to th e  council and oth e r bodie s  -
 for e xam ple , w e  fe e l th at th e  Police  s h ould be  

involve d in re ducing cycle  crim e .

W e  pre s e nte d th e  re port, w h ich  is  now  available  on 
www.love yourbik e .org, to Councillor Ne il Swannick  
on th e  m orning of th e  30th  March , joine d by a 
spe cial critical com m ute  and cove re d by Manch e ste r 
Eve ning Ne w s , Ch anne l M and ALL FM's  O n Th e  
Move  s h ow . Cyclists  told th e  m e dia about th e ir 
e nth us iasm  for cycling w h ilst ins isting th at th e  
Council h as  to do m uch  m ore  to m ak e  cycling th e  
m ode  of ch oice  for e ve ryone . Many m ade  
com parisons  w ith  th e ir h om e  citie s , including 
London, Be rlin, W arsaw , Cologne  and Toyk o.

W e  are  now  s e nding copie s  of th e  re port to k e y 
organisations  s uch  as  th e  council, GMPTE, th e  Police  
and to Councillors , MPs  and oth e r influe ntial pe ople  
to start dialogue  on h ow  Manch e ste r, w h ich  aim s  to 
be com e  th e  UK's  Gre e ne st City, ne e ds  to e m brace  
cycling or be  fore ve r in th e  fat lane .

You can download th e  full re port at 
www.love yourbik e .org.

s te pping up a ge ar
Love  Your Bik e  m ark s one  y e ar w ith  a pow e rful re port.

Graem e  and Dave pre s ent th e  report to Cllr Ne il 
Sw annick  (left) along w ith  50 or so cyclists  at th e  end of 
th e  Critical Com m ute (and tak e  th e  opportunity to 
audition for th e  next Spiderm an film ).
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Love  Your Bik e
Quote s  from  th e  re port (s e e  page  8) s h ow  th at 
cycling in Manch e ste r is  a m ixe d e xpe rie nce .

Critical 
Com m ute
Critical Com m ute  tak e s  place  on th e  m orning of th e  
last Friday of e ve ry m onth , e xce pt in D e ce m be r, 
com e  rain, s h ine , sle e t or snow. Th e  ide a is  to m e e t 
at various  points  around Manch e ste r, cycle  in in 
groups  and all m e e t toge th e r at Albe rt Sq uare  to do 
som e  k ind of action: so far th is  h as  involve d giving 
out Love  Your Bik e  postcards  to four-w h e e le d 
com m ute rs. All our w e lcom e , and th is  is  a good way 
for pe ople  w h o h ave n't cycle d for a w h ile  to ge t 
back  into it w ith  som e  frie ndly support. Curre ntly, 
th e  m e e ting points  are :

W ith ington Library 8am

Ch orlton Gre e n (H ors e  and Jock e y) 8am

Le ve ns h ulm e  Train Station 8am  

but ple as e  do ch e ck  on th e  love yourbik e .org 
w e bs ite  and le t us  k now  if you'd lik e  to start a route  
from  th e  are a in w h ich  you live !

A local clim ate  cam paigne r, Mich ae l, re ce ntly s e nt 
th e  follow ing to th e  le tte rs  page  of th e  Environm e nt 
Age ncy's  m agaz ine  "Your Environm e nt".

Th e  Environm e nt Age ncy h ope  to publis h  th e  le tte r 
in th e ir ne xt e dition of Your Environm e nt and Mark  
Funne ll of th e  Age ncy pointe d out th at W alk e rs  
Crisps  now  h ave  a carbon footprint labe l. Mark  
adde d, 

"Your Environm e nt" is  full of ne w s , vie w s , 
re vie w s  and us e ful e nvironm e ntal 
inform ation. Re ce nt copie s  can be  found 
online  at h ttp://www.e nvironm e nt-
age ncy.gov.uk /aboutus/27529 2/668256 or 
e m ail your.e nvironm e nt@ m m group.co.uk  to 
re ce ive  a pape r copy of e ach  is s ue .

Cutting Clim ate  
Confu s ion
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Ne ctar
14 Victoria Road, H ale , 

Ch e s h ire
W A15 9 AD

0161 9 28 3000

• O rganic Produce

• Local Produce

• Natural Produce

• G M  Fre e

• Fair Trade  Foodstuffs

For Everyth ing Good in Life

A range  of h ot and cold 
be ve rage s , s nack s  and ligh t 
m e als  including gre at tas ting 

h om e -m ade  s oups , jack e t 
potatoe s , s andw ich e s  and 

paninis .
All te a and coffe e  is  Fair Trade

All ingre die nts  are  e th ically s ource d 
from  s m all local com panie s .

No GM food, no additive s .

Low e r ground floor of th e  Triangle  
(th e  old Corn Exch ange ) on 

Exch ange  Sq uare , Corporation 
Stre e t, M14 3TR.

10%  discount on h ot drink s and m ain 
m eals for MFoE m em bers.

Indepdendent
Financial 
Advice

w ith  an Eth ical
Focus

W ith  eth ical inve stm ent you can look  after your 
financial future  w h ile us ing com panie s  th at are  

eth ically and environm entally sound.

Contact us  today for advice  on ISAs , Bonds , 
Pe ns ions , Inh e ritance  Tax Planning, and 
Eth ical Stock brok ing Portfolio Se rvice s .

Financial and Eth ical Specialists for over 15 years
Th e GÆ IA Partners h ip, 1 Th e  Arcade ,

829  W ilm slow  Rd, M anch e ster, M 20 5W D
Tel: 0161 434 4681 Fax: 0161 445 8421
enquiry@ gaeia.co.uk   w w w .gaeia.co.uk

Th e GÆ IA Partners h ip is  auth oris ed and regulated by Th e  Financial 

Service s  Auth ority.  Th e  Financial Service s  Auth ority doe s  not regulate tax 

advice  and m ortgage s .
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th e  pub q uiz w ith  clim ate  
on th e  bill - Rach e l re ports
O n April 1st, Manch e ste r FoE vis ite d Th e  Tudor 
H ous e  H ote l in W igan to h ost a pub q uiz  w ith  an 
e nvironm e ntal th e m e , w ith  e ntry fe e s  going to MFoE. 
Such  e ve nts  are  a ne w  way of prom oting th e  ongoing 
Big As k  cam paign, h e lping us  re ach  ne w  audie nce s  
and ge t m ore  pe ople  to support th e  cam paign by 
contacting th e ir MPs  as k ing th e m  to e nsure  th e  
Clim ate  Bill is  strong and worth w h ile ! 

Afte r convincing one  or two punte rs  th at, de spite  
falling on April 1st, no it was  not a jok e , th e  q uiz  was  
a gre at succe s s  w ith  m any te am s  com pe ting for th e  
wondrous  first priz e  of h am pe rs  containing ladybird 
h ous e s , can crus h e rs  and oth e r e xciting goodie s . 
MFoE’s  fundrais ing office r Rach e l co-com pe re d th e  
e ve nt w ith  th e  Tudor’s  own Rus s  (jnr) to te st th e  
crowd's  k nowle dge  of e nvironm e ntal trivia to th e  
m ax w ith  som e  good old sports , m us ic and film  
rounds  th rown in for good m e asure .

Th e  te am s  did pre tty w e ll, 
de spite  th e  odd grum ble  th at 
som e  of th e  Q ’s  w e re  too 
difficult (do you k now  w h o th e  
Se cre tary of State  for th e  
Environm e nt is? O r h ow  m any 
h om e s  can be  pow e re d from  
one  2MW  w ind turbine ?).  It 
was  of cours e  m e ant to 
h igh ligh t th e  point th at 
pe rh aps  pe ople  don’t pay q uite  
as  m uch  atte ntion as  th e y 
s h ould to e nvironm e ntal 
is s ue s : if e ve ryone  k ne w  all th e  
answ e rs  w e  wouldn’t ne e d to be  
th e re !

Th e re  w e re  m any re asons  w e  ch os e  th e  Tudor H ous e  
as  ve nue  for our pilot Big As k  pub q uiz .  For starte rs , 
MFoE’s  Rach e l us e d to be  a re gular th e re  and is  still 
in contact w ith  staff and re gulars. It also allow e d us  
to re ach  an audie nce  furth e r afie ld th an usual, and in 
an are a w h e re  w e  re ally ne e de d som e  input towards  
th e  local MPs.  But m ostly it’s  a gre at ve nue , w ith  a 
de ce nt crowd w h o w e  k ne w  would be  up for th e  
ch alle nge  of a Frie nds  of th e  Earth  q uiz , and m ost 
im portantly it is  a pub w ith  a sound e nvironm e ntal 
e th os. 

Th is  was  th e  first pub q uiz  to be  h oste d by MFoE - 
h ope fully m ore  w ill follow  ove r th e  com ing m onth s  
be fore  th e  Clim ate  Bill is  finalis e d, so look  out for 
e ve nts  ne ar you.

And do th e y?  Long-standing barm aid Katie  adm its  
th at th ough  not to th e  e xte nt as  at th e  pub, s h e  h as  
got into th e  re cycling h abit at h om e  too (I s h ould 
th ink  so too!).  So, good work  Mr and Mrs  M; MFoE 
com m e nd you and h ope  to work  w ith  you at Tudor 
H ous e  again in th e  future !

To find out m ore  about th e  ve nue  e ve nts , food 
and drink  (re al ale s  and h om e -cook e d food, 
yum m y yum m y) or for contact de tails , vis it th e  
pub’s  w e bs ite  at: www.th e tudorh ous e .co.uk

Big Ask s
Mr and Mrs  Mille r (Rus s  and France s  to frie nds  and 
re gulars), re s ide nt landlord &  lady, told Rach e l 
h ow  and w h y th e y run such  an e co-frie ndly 
bus ine s s :

Rach:  Te ll us  w h at you do around th e  place  to 

m inim is e  your e nvironm e ntal im pact?

The Millers:  W e  re cycle  e ve ryth ing w e  can: 
glas s , pape r, plastics , cans , and all food waste  is  
com poste d.  W ate r is  ne ve r waste d: w e  re -us e  
wate r from  th e  ice  buck e ts  for our glas s -was h e r 
and oth e r waste  wate r us e d for th e  garde ns.  W e  
also colle ct rainwate r.  Th e  staff k now  not to go 
th row ing wate r down th e  s ink !  O f cours e , w e  us e  
e ne rgy saving ligh tbulbs  too - th e re ’s  no re ason 
not to do th ings  lik e  th at.

Rach:  Som e  pubs  and bars  h ave  said it would 
be  too m uch  trouble  storing all th e  diffe re nt 
m ate rials  for re cycling.  H ow  do you find it?

The Millers:  No 
proble m  at all - w e  still 
h ave  th e  sam e  am ount of 
waste , it’s  just store d in 
sm alle r, s e parate  
containe rs  rath e r th an 
large r ge ne ral waste  b ins. 
 It’s  m uch  tidie r and 
cle ane r too.  Th e  com post 
b in is  150L and is  le s s  
th an ¼ full afte r ove r 1 
ye ar's  worth  of waste .

Rach:  W h y do you go to 
such  e fforts  to m ak e  s ure  

waste  is  prope rly m anage d?

The Millers:  Be caus e  th e re ’s  no re ason not 
to - it’s  so e asy to do!  I [France s] can’t im agine  
w h y e ve ryone  is  not doing th is  alre ady, th e re ’s  just 
no ne e d to th row  th ings  away.  Also, it’s  ve ry good 
for th e  staff and re gulars  to ge t into th e  h abit; 
h ope fully th e y w ill do th e  sam e  at h om e .

ph oto: th e  q uiz w inners
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Mancheste
r

and e ve ry m onth ...

Augus t 2007

July 2007

"We sent out specifically targetted 
press releases to different local 
newspapers, featuring real local 
cyclists. That definitely 
helped to get our campaign 
in the press." 

"We're especially concerned about the 
impact that Tesco might have on local 
communities in terms of how it would 
affect small traders." 

"...rather than debating whether mankind 
is part of the problem, which the 
scientific consensus now agrees is 
beyond reasonable doubt, perhaps our 
time would be better spent debating how 
we can become part of the solution?" 

Saturday 9 th , 11am  - 5pm : "H ow  to 
Spre ad th e  Big As k  W ord", a spe cial 
training day - call Ne il on 0113 389  9 9 52

Saturday 9 th , 11am  - 3pm : Stall at 
D idsbury Fe stival, D idsbury Park

Saturday 9 th , 11am  - 1pm : Fre e  scre e ning 
of An Inconve nie nt Truth , Corne rh ous e  - 
to book  a place , call 246 2213/2226.

Tue sday 12th , 7pm : MFoE Full Group 
m e e ting, Gre e n Fis h  Re source  Ce ntre  

Th ursday 14th , 7.30pm : "Are  You As  
Gre e n As  God?" de bate , Albe rt H alls, 
Victoria Sq uare , Bolton - m ore  info at 
www.th e riddle oflife .org

Sunday 24th , Noon - 5pm : Stall at Sale  
Fe stival, W orth ington Park

Saturday 30th , from  1pm : Clim ate  Ch ange  
Carnival, Pe ace  Garde ns

Sunday 1st, Noon - 6pm : Stall at Be e ch  
Road Fe stival, Ch orlton Gre e n 

Saturday 7th , 10am  - 5pm : Stall at th e  
Fairly Trade d m ark e t, Piccadilly Garde ns  

Tue sday 10th , 7pm : MFoE Full Group 
m e e ting, Gre e n Fis h  Re source  Ce ntre  

Saturday 1st, 10am  - 5pm : Stall at th e  
Fairly Trade d m ark e t, Piccadilly Garde ns

Friday 7th  - Sunday 9 th : Local Groups  
Confe re nce , Re ading Unive rs ity

Tue sday 12th , 7pm : MFoE Full Group 
m e e ting, Gre e n Fis h  Re source  Ce ntre  

As  w e ll as  full group m e e tings  on th e  2nd 
Tue sday of th e  m onth , w e  also h old 
m onth ly cam paign sub-group m e e tings  at 
7pm  in th e  Gre e n Fis h  Re source  Ce ntre :

3rd Tue sday: Clim ate

3rd W e dne sday: Transport &  aviation

3rd Th ursday: Corporate s , trade  &  food

4th  Tue sday: W aste  &  re cycling

Ple as e  ch e ck  our w e bs ite  for th e  late st 
de tails : www.m anch e ste rfoe .org.uk .

June  2007

Se pte m be r 2007

Saturday 4th , 10am  - 5pm : Stall at th e  
Fairly Trade d m ark e t, Piccadilly Garde ns

Tue sday 14th , 7pm : MFoE Full Group 
m e e ting, Gre e n Fis h  Re source  Ce ntre  

Ge t Active !
W e  h old full group m e e tings  at 7pm  on th e  2nd Tue sday of 
e ach  m onth  in th e  Gre e n Fis h  Re source  Ce ntre . W e  also h old 
cam paign sub-group m e e tings  th rough out th e  m onth  - 
ple as e  ch e ck  our w e bs ite  for de tails.

Addre s s :  Gre e n Fis h  Re source  Ce ntre , 46-50 O ldh am  Stre e t, 
Manch e ste r M4 1LE 

Te le ph one :  0161 234 29 74

Ple as e  s e e  ins ide  front cove r for de tails  of m e m be rs h ip.

 in the Media
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