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M anch e ster FoE’s  cam paigns  centre  is  located in th e  bas em ent of th e  Friends  
M eeting H ous e , 6 M ount Stre et, be h ind Central Library. To find th e  cam paigns  
centre , tak e  Bootle Stre et, w h ich  is  dow n th e  left s ide  of th e  Friends  M eeting 
H ous e . Th e  cam paigns  centre  is  run entirely by volunteers , so it is  not alw ays  
open. Pleas e  ph one  in advance .

As  a m em ber you get not only th is  new sletter but also:

- 4 fre e  is sue s  of “Earth m atters”, th e  m agazine  from  national FoE (new  m em bers  only)

- 25% off a m eal at Earth  Cafe

- 10% off s elected purch as e s  at H arry H all Cycles

- 10% off food and drink  at M isty’s  Cafe

- 5% off all decorating and floor-sanding jobs  at Eco-Interiors

- 15% off food and drink  at th e  Nectar Cafe in H ale

- 10% off s elected purch as e s  at Ken Foster’s  Cycle Logic

- 10% off m ain m eals and h ot drink s  at Titch y Coffee  Co

- 10% off all orders  over £10 at Fetis h  for Food in Pre stw ich

M eetings : W e h old full group m e etings  at 7pm  on th e  2nd Tue sday of each  m onth  in our cam paigns  
centre . W e also h old cam paign sub-group m e etings  th rough out th e  m onth  -  pleas e  ch eck  our w ebs ite  for 
details .

Join 
Us

3 Tesco Sent Pack ing
4 Dream ing of A Green 

Ch ristm as
5 Vegan Ch ristm as  Dinner
6 New  O ffice;Sh ell Cam paign
8+ 9  Review  of th e  Year
10 Bus  Ch aos; Love Your Bik e
11 A year of Environm ental New s
12 Calendar and M em bers h ip Form

Gift 
Me m be rs h ips  

Als o Available : 
Se e  Back  Cove r...

In Th is  Is s ue ...
H ow  long h ave  you be e n in 
th e  group? Just over a year. I 
started turning up to cam paigns  
m e etings  in O ctober 2005.
W h at cam paigns are  you 
involve d in? M ainly th e  
clim ate ch ange and Big As k  
cam paign, but I lik e  to k e ep a 
broad overview  of w h at's  going 
on in all th e  cam paigns  th at th e  
group runs .
W h at e nvironm e ntal issue s are  m ost 
im portant to you? At th e  m om ent clim ate ch ange 
is  th e  m ost im porant is sue  becaus e  it's  not som eth ing 
th at w e  can put off, but th e  area of corporate 
re spons ibility is  also im portant to m e .

Me m be r Inte rvie w

Paul Waring

Contributors  to th is  is sue : Dan, Daw n, Dave, Graem e , 
M egan, Kerstin, Paul D, Paul W, Vick y.

M anch e ster Friends  of th e  Earth  is  an aw ard-w inning cam paign group w ork ing on is sue s  relating to th e  
environm ent and to social justice . W e cam paign on is sue s  w ith  a local connection and also lobby for 
policy ch ange s  at local, regional, national and international levels . W e w ork  on a divers e  range of 
is sue s  including clim ate ch ange, corporate re spons ibility, real food, trade  justice , sustainable transport 
and aviation, w aste  and recycling.
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Te s co Se nt Pack ing
H ow  th e  m ultinational food giant w as  s e nt pack ing...

For th e  last e igh t m onth s  M anch e ster Friends  
of th e  Earth  (M FoE), togeth e r w ith  Unicorn 

Grocery, Action for Sustainable Living, Trafford 
Council and local bus ine s s e s  &  re s idents  h ave 
be en cam paigning against a proposal for a gigantic 
Te sco in Trafford.  Te sco aim ed to turn a playing 
field open to th e  public into a superstore  of over 
8000 s q uare  m eters . Local bus ine s s e s  and re s idents  
w ere  clear th at th e  propos ed superstore  w ould 
dam age bus ine s s e s  in th e  existing tow n centre s , 
increas e  traffic, and rem ove an im portant 
com m unity re source  and gre en space .

W e are  deligh ted to announce th at th e  superstore  
proposal h as  be en turned dow n at Public Inq uiry. 
Paul D'Am bra, food cam paigner w ith  M FoE said:

"Th e  planning system  can s e em  confus ing and 
difficult to understand so figh ting a com pany as  
big as  Te sco felt lik e  David and Goliath  and w e  
all w orried th at w e  w ere  just m ak ing a ge sture . 
Th is  re sult s h ow s  just h ow  im portant it is  th at 
people stand up for th em s elves  and th e ir 
com m unitie s .”

Te sco pus h ed th e  is sue  to a public inq uiry, w h ich  
took  place on 26th  Septem ber 2006. M ore  th an 
2,070 s ignature s  w ere  h anded in oppos ing th e  
developm ent. A local councillor, a consultant from  
Action for Sustainable Living, a repre s entative for 
Joh n Leech  M P and a repre s entative of Unicorn 
Grocery spok e  at th e  inq uiry.
M FoE h ave for th e  last year be en surveying th e  
im pacts  of a Te sco store  th at recently opened in 
Burnage in South  M anch e ster and pre s ented th e ir 
findings  to th e  inq uiry. According to th e  Inspector, 
our evidence  w as  “persuas ive .” H e  said th at th e  
study provided “w orth w h ile em pirical evidence  of 
th e  effects  on sm all ne igh bourh ood s h ops  on th e  
opening of th e  superstore .”

Debbie  Clark e  of Unicorn Grocery said:
" Even th ough  it doe s  s e em  a bit daunting th e re  
is  a real opportunity to m ak e  our voice s  h eard 
in th e s e  cas e s .”

Th e  figh t isn’t over yet 
as  Te sco still h ave 
perm is s ion for a sm aller 
store  on th e  s ite  but 
cam paigners  are  now  
even m ore  com m itted to 
telling Te sco to 
B.O .G.O .F. You can 
learn m ore  about th is  
cam paign and about th e  
Burnage Survey on our 
w ebs ite  
w w w .m anch e sterfoe .org.uk .
Paul D'Am bra and Janice  Sm ith  
deliver th e  petition to Trafford 
Tow n H all.

Ne ctar
14 Victoria Road, H ale , 

Ch e s h ire
W A15 9 AD

0161 9 28 3000

•  O rganic Produce
•  Local Produce
•  Natural Produce
•  GM  Free
•  Fair Trade  Foodstuffs

For Everyth ing Good in Life
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Dre am ing of a Gre e n Ch ris tm as

C h ristm as  is  alm ost upon us  and, w h ile I’ve 
alw ays  loved th e  fe stive s eason, th e  cost not 

only to our w allets , but to th e  planet as  w ell can be  
h uge . Don’t de spair th ough : th e re  are  plenty of 
th ings  w e  can all do to h elp and m ak e  th is  a Gre en 
Ch ristm as . 

Bags of Ideas
Plastic carrie r bags  are  offered to us  every tim e  w e  
enter a s h op, and in th e  UK th at e q uate s  to a 
staggering 8 billion bags  a year[i], so w h y not tak e  
a bag Ch ristm as  s h opping w ith  you and say “no 
th ank s” to th e  carrie r th at th e  s h op as s istant offers . 
O r w h y not get aw ay from  all th at exce s s  
pack aging w e  us e  each  year and m ak e  or bak e  a 
pre s ent for your neare st and deare st - in Britain 
alone in 2001 th e re  w as  alm ost 1.7 m illion tonne s  
of w aste  plastic pack aging[ii]. 

Extend Your Fam ily
If you’re  not fe eling too creative, or are  pre s s ed for 
tim e , w h y not look  in th e  O xfam  Unw rapped 
catalogue - gifts  range from  text-book s  for sch ool 
k ids , training for a farm er or planting m ango 
saplings . You’ll get a w arm  gooey fe eling k now ing 
you’ve given a really unusual gift th at can h elp 
people to h elp th em s elves  out of poverty. Even 
better - ye s  O K, I am  sligh tly bias ed prom oting 
th is  idea - w h y not buy a gift subscription to 
M anch e ster Friends  of th e  Earth ? Ch eck  th e  back  
cover for m ore  details!

Under W raps
And w h y not w rap your pre s ent in recycled or 
reus ed w rapping paper th is  year, or reus e  one  of 
th e  dozens  of gift bags  you h ave lying around - and 
to finis h  it off us e  th e  picture s  from  th e  front of last 
year's  Ch ristm as  cards  to m ak e  gift cards . Talk ing 
of cards , h ave you th ough t of s ending e -cards  th is  
year instead of… w ell card one s! Th ere  are  plenty 
of s ite s  on th e  Internet th at allow  you to s end e -
cards  for fre e  (s e e  w w w .foe .co.uk /cards  for 

exam ple), and th e  m oney you w ould h ave us ed on 
cards  and postage could be  donated to a good 
caus e  (ye s  I sugge st M anch e ster FoE!!!).  If you 
are  s ending cards , w h y not h and deliver th em  on 
your bik e  or as  part of a w alk . 

Tree s
If you plan to h ave a Ch ristm as  tre e , you can now  
buy one  tak en from  a sustainable fore st, and once 
Ch ristm as  is  over, your tre e  can be  recycled at 
you local h ous e h old w aste  recycling facility[iii], 
along w ith  th e  extra glas s , plastic, etc. from  th e  
Ch ristm as  s eason fe stivitie s . Alternatively, w h y 
not decorate a plant or potted tre e  th at you already 
ow n - us ing last year’s  decorations  for good 
m easure! Finally, and not just to m ak e  th is  
Ch ristm as  gre en but to k e ep your h om e  safe , don’t 
forget to turn off th e  ligh ts  w h en you’re  out and 
once you’ve gone to bed! H ave a bles s ed and 
m erry s eason everyone .

A range  of h ot and cold 
be ve rage s , s nack s  and ligh t 

m e als  including gre at tas k ing 
h om e  m ade  s oups , jack e t 
potatoe s , s andw ich e s  and 

paninis .
All te a and coffe e  is  Fair Trade

All ingre die nts  are  e th ically s ource s  
from  s m all local com panie s .

No GM food, no additive s .

Low e r ground floor of th e  Triangle  
(th e  old Corn Exch ange ) on 

Exch ange  Sq uare , Corporation 
Stre e t, M14 3TR.

10%  discount on h ot drink s and m ain 
m eals for MFoE m em bers.

[i]h ttp://w w w .defra.gov.uk /environm ent/w aste/topics/plastics .
h tm
[ii]DEFRA - 
h ttp://w w w .defra.gov.uk /environm ent/w aste/topics/plastics .h t
m
[iii]h ttp://w w w .w asteconnect.co.uk /  or 
 h ttp://w w w .recyclenow .com /

Som e  ide as  for a Ch ris tm as  th at doe s n't cos t th e  Earth ...
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An anim al frie ndly Ch ris tm as  m e al...

T h e s e  recipe s  are  for tw o people – adjust 
am ounts  accordingly.

Starter: W h ite  b ean and M ush room  soup
Ingredients :
200g of Lim a Beans
O ne m edium  s ized onion 
10 – 12 regular s ized m us h room s  
6-10 Garlic cloves
2 Bay leaves  
Salt and pepper
Sage and/or ros em ary (fre s h  or dried)

M eth od: Soak  beans  overnigh t, drain and put in a 
large pot. Cover w ith  plenty of w ater (top up as  it 
evaporate s). Ch op onions  and m us h room s  (rough  
is  fine). Leave garlic w h ole. Th row  in th e  pot w ith  
bay leaves , salt and pepper and h ot ch illi to taste . 
Bring to gentle boil, s im m er on m edium  h eat 
stirring regularly. Cook  until beans  are  cream y . 
W h en th ick  and cream y, top w ith  m ore  ch opped 
fre s h  sage  and s e rve .

M ain Course : R oasted M ixed Vegetables
Vegetables:
2 lg potatoe s , 1 sw ede   or turnip
2 parsnips , 1 carrot (large), 1 onion (larger th e  better) 
cut in q uarters
M eth od: Cut veg into largis h  ch unk s  (sw ede s  sm aller) 
Tos s  w ith  a little olive oil, salt and pepper, ros em ary 
and a little paprik a. Place in a large bak ing pan (one  
layer) and roast.

M us h room  Gravy - Us e  veg boullion cube s  or veg 
stock , add sliced m us h room s  &  w h ite  pepper - 
s im m er till reduced and m us h ie s  are  cook ed, add a 
little soy sauce  or Braggs  am inos , th en flour or 
cornstarch  to th ick en. Don’t us e  s elf rais ing flour! 
Sift th e  flour a bit first as  it m ak e s  for few er lum ps  
and le s s  w h is k ing.

Garbanzo M ix - Ingredients :
Garbanzo beans  (ch ick  peas) 200g
TVP (one cup reconstituted)
Large onion sliced, 1 courgette  cubed
1 aubergine  pe eled and cubed (not too big), 
1 lg tom ato ch opped, ch opped garlic, salt and 
pepper, spice s  of your ch oice , fre s h  th ym e , fre s h  
parsley.

Garbanzo M ix M eth od: Soak  beans  overnigh t, 
drain, s im m er till soft (not m us h y). H eat a large 
frying pan, add olive oil - fry onions  and garlic till 
brow ning and soft, add salt and pepper, add 
cook ed garbanzos  (you don’t ne ed all of it, w e igh  
it up by eye  as  to w h at look s  righ t) and sauté till 
th ey get little brow n bits , add TVP, courgette  and 
aubergine , sauté till cook ed, add a little cum in 
pow der and fre s h  th ym e  or h e rbs  to taste . Near th e  
end, add tom atoe s  and parsley and stir. Serve in a 
cas s e role dis h . Add som e  flax s e eds  for texture  if 
you lik e .

A s ide  dis h  of steam ed vegetables  such  as  
broccoli, brus s el sprouts  and gre en beans  w ill go 
w ell. W h en th ey are  done , tos s  in a little h oney or 
vegan sw e etener.

Ve gan Ch ris tm as  Dinne r

Indepdendent
Financial 
Advice

w ith  an Eth ical
Focus

W ith  eth ical inve stm ent you can look  after your 
financial future  w h ile us ing com panie s  th at are  

eth ically and environm entally sound.

Contact us  today for advice  on ISAs , Bonds , 
Pe ns ions , Inh e ritance  Tax Planning, and 
Eth ical Stock brok ing Portfolio Se rvice s .

Financial and Eth ical Specialists for over 15 years
Th e GÆ IA Partners h ip, 1 Th e  Arcade ,

829  W ilm slow  Rd, M anch e ster, M 20 5W D
Tel: 0161 434 4681 Fax: 0161 4458421
enquiry@ gaeia.co.uk   w w w .gaeia.co.uk

Th e GÆ IA Partners h ip is  auth oris ed and regulated by Th e  Financial 

Service s  Auth ority.  Th e  Financial Service s  Auth ority doe s  not regulate tax 

advice  and m ortgage s .
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Office  Move  and Mak e ove r
I n June, after m any years , w e  m oved from  our 

old "cupboard" into a new  bigger office  in th e  
Friends  M eeting H ous e  – as  you w ould expect w e  
decided to te st just h ow  gre en and sustainable 
decorating and furnis h ing our new  m e eting space 
could be . W e aim ed to source  furniture  and 
m aterials locally, us e  environm entally friendly 
m aterials, and w h e re  w e  h ad to us e  large s h ops , 
s elect both  product and s h op w ith  Eth ical 
Consum er ratings  and environm ental im pacts  at 
th e  forefront of our m inds .

W e adopted th e  "Reduce, Reus e , Recycle" 
approach . O ur new  m e eting room  w as  badly in 
ne ed of redecoration - th is  re q uired w ork ing on 
scaffolding, so w e  h ad th is  done  profe s s ionally by 
Eco Interiors  (w w w .ecointeriors .co.uk ) us ing 
environm entally friendly paint and m aterials . Next 
w e  w anted to reduce  our consum ption by reus ing 
w h at w e  already h ad. W e repainted our old filing 
cabinets  and for th e  first tim e  in 20 years  of us e  
th ey actually m atch ! Next, w e  h ad a look  at w h at 
w e  could reus e  from  oth ers . W e cam e up w ith  a 
sm all w h iteboard and 30 ex-sch ool ch airs  
com pletely fre e  recycled from  w w w .fre ecycle.org 
from  “New  and Used O ffice  Eq uipm ent” in Old 
Trafford and w e  cam e up w ith  an excellent s econd 
h and docum ent cabinet, a big office  cupboard, and 
a m as s ive w h iteboard for our cam paign calendar, 

all "alm ost new " for le s s  th an £250! W e got a 
"sligh t-s econd" de s k  cupboard from  Ik ea (reduced 
to £18) th at w e  repaired ours elves  and cut th e  
s h elves  to s ize  from  a h uge  plyw ood off-cut at 
B& Q. Becaus e  of our ne ed to us e  th e  space  
flexibly, w e  opted for a table system  th at w e  could 
build up or break  dow n as  re q uired. W ith  no 
suitable s econd-h and solution, w e  bough t a Fore st 
Stew ards h ip Council accredited table system  from  
IKEA. W e th en finis h ed th e  office  off w ith  a 2nd 
h and k ick -step, and Ik ea w ork -lam p w ith  low  
energy bulbs  (£25)
Total expenditure : le s s  th an £850 to redecorate and 
e q uip an office  and m e eting space for up to 30 
people - and w ith  m inim al environm ental im pact. 

Friends  of th e  Earth  (FoE) h ave be en at th e  
forefront of cam paigning against Sh ell’s 

environm ental abus e s  on be h alf of com m unitie s  
living on th e  “fenceline” of Sh ell installations  and 
suffering th e  environm ental cons e q uence s .  O n 
O ctober 20th  repre s entative s  of tw o of th os e  
com m unitie s  spok e  at M anch e ster’s  Friends  
M eeting H ous e  at a public m e eting organis ed by 
M anch e ster FoE  - De sm ond D'Sa, from  Durban, 
South  Africa and Terry Clancey from  County 
M ayo, Ireland.

De sm ond painted a bleak  picture  of life  for Sh ell’s 
ne igh bours  in South  Durban - h om e  to South  
Africa’s  large st refinery. Th ere  h ave be en s everal 
leak s  over th e  last few  years , caus ing a variety of 
h ealth  problem s . Th e  refinery belch e s  toxic clouds  
caus ing epidem ic levels of asth m a. De sm ond m ade  
th e  point th at h e  h ad vis ited Sh ell installations  in 

Europe and found ne igh bouring com m unitie s  
protected by a h igh  level of h ealth  and safety 
provis ions . W h y if Sh ell can im plem ent th e s e  
procedure s  in Europe do th ey not do so in South  
Africa? Sadly, Sh ell s e em s  to value th e  live s  of 
South  Africans  le s s  th an th e  live s  of Europeans  – 
putting profit before  people.
Terry de scribed th e  dangers  to re s idents  in 
County M ayo from  th e  construction of a gas  
pipeline  and concerns  over pollution from  th e  
propos ed refinery. Local re s idents  and activists  
block aded th e  construction s ite  for fifte en m onth s  
until Novem ber 10th  th is  year, w h en police  baton 
ch arge s  brok e  th e  block ade . Terry reflected it’s  
not only in th e  Th ird World th at Sh ell’s activitie s  
h ave provok ed violent confrontation. M ore  on 
th e  County M ayo cam paign at 
w w w .corribsos .com .

Life  w ith  Sh e ll Ali leads  a m e eting in th e  new  office .
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E arly on M onday 16th  O ctober, w e  gath ered 
outs ide  H ale Preparatory Sch ool in Ch e s h ire  - 

notorious  for th e  exce s s ive num bers  of parents  
driving 4x4s . Cam paigners , dre s s ed as  
sch oolm asters  in robe s  and m ortarboards , h anded 
out sch ool reports  giving bad grade s  for ve h icle 
ch oice , w h ile oth er cam paigners  
dre s s ed as  lollipop ladie s  carried 
“Stop Urban 4x4s” lollipops . Th e  
day w as  a great succe s s . W e h ad 
support from  parents  w h o h ad 
w alk ed to th e  sch ool - and from  
locals w h o live on th e  road, fed up 
w ith  th e  4x4s . Alth ough  a few  didn't 
appreciate  th e  m e s sage , w e  w ere  
succe s sful in engaging w ith  4x4 
drivers  - s everal said th ey w ould 
recons ider th e ir ve h icle ch oice . W e 
also h ad great m edia attention - 
from  BBC Radio M anch e ster, BBC 
North  W e st Tonigh t, Ch annel M , th e  
M anch e ster Evening New s  and an 
ITV crew  film ing a docum entary on 
th e  subject - h elping us  get th e  

m e s sage  out to m ore  people and rais ing th e  profile 
of th e  group at th e  sam e  tim e . 

Previous  actions  on 4x4s  h ave included a “M ud-
w as h ” and a m ock  park ing tick et event - for details 
s e e  th e  transport s ection of our w ebs ite . You can 
find out m ore  about th e  Alliance Against Urban 
4x4s  at w w w .stopurban4x4s .org.uk .

Te ach ing a Le s s on to 4x4 Drive rs

Airport Plans  Irre s pons ible  
M anch e ster Airport aim s  to double pas s enger 

num bers  by 2030. Th e  predicted grow th  in 
air travel in th e  UK w ill m ak e  it alm ost im pos s ible, 
experts  h ave said, for th e  governm ent to m e et its  
com m itm ent to reduce  gre enh ous e  gas  em is s ions  by 
60% by 2050 com pared to 19 9 0 levels, particularly 
s ince  th e  releas e  of gre enh ous e  gas e s  from  aircraft is  
rough ly th re e  tim e s  as  dam aging as  th e  sam e  
em is s ions  releas ed at ground level.

M anch e ster FoE h as  be en m onitoring th e  
developm ents  in th e  Airport's  M aster Plan, 
oppos ing runw ay extens ion proposals and 
cam paigning for m ore  sustainable air travel and 
alternative s . O n 29 th  Septem ber, a group of 
repre s entative s  from  Stock port FoE, th e  
Environm ent Netw ork  for M anch e ster, th e  Gre en 
Party, Sustainable Ne igh bourh oods  and Transport 
Pools, th e  Ram blers  As sociation, SERA, th e  
Greater M anch e ster Council for Voluntary 
O rganisation and local re s ident M ich ael Gibson, 
joined m em bers  of M anch e ster FoE to h and in 
th e ir individual concerns  in re spons e  to th e  M aster 
Plan. Individuals w ere  interview ed by 
W yth ens h aw e  FM , a station in a com m unity w h ich  
is  affected by nois e  and pollution from  th e  airport. 
An article in Th e  M anch e ster Evening New s  
covered th e  event and stated th e  groups’ various  
reasons  for attending, including th e  im plications  
for clim ate ch ange and road conge stion, th e  
disadvantage to local bus ine s s e s  and nois e  and air 
pollution.
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2006 h as  be en anoth er excellent year for th e  group, 
w e  h ave ach ieved so m uch  th at th is  review  can 
unfortunately only focus  on th e  h igh ligh ts  of th e  
last tw elve m onth s . Th e  fact th at w e  h ave be en so 
succe s sful th at w e  h aven’t got room  to m ention 
everyth ing is  caus e  for celebration in its elf! I 
apologis e  in advance for anyth ing I m ay h ave left 
out but I could h ave eas ily filled s everal page s  w ith  
our succe s s e s  th is  year.
M em bersh ip
O ur m em bers h ip h as  continued to increas e  steadily, 
and w e  h ave recently brok en th rough  th e  one  
h undred paid-up m em bers  m ark . Attendance at 
m e etings  is  not only h igh  but steady, w ith  
cam paigns  m e etings  cons istently h aving over 
fifte en m em bers  pre s ent, even during tim e s  of th e  
year w h en enth us iasm  som etim e s  generally w ane s .

M edia appearances
Th e group h as  appeared in th e  m edia over 80 tim e s  
th rough out th e  year, w ith  dozens  of letters  acros s  
local new spapers  and appearance s  on local radio 
stations . W e h ave h ad a range of succe s sful events  
th at h ave attracted a lot of m ainstream  m edia 
attention, particularly th e  recent 4x4 action th at w as  
film ed by both  th e  BBC and ITV.

Food cam paign
As part of our food cam paign, last year w e  rece ived 
National Lottery funding to h old a m onth ly stall at 
th e  Fairly Traded M ark et, th is  h as  be en us ed very 
effectively to prom ote our cam paigns  (particularly 
food) to th e  w ider public and h as  also be en a good 
w ay to get h undreds  of postcards  s igned. O ur Real 
Food Guide  w ebs ite  h as  also continued to increas e  

th e  num ber of 
bus ine s s e s  it covers  
in M anch e ster, 
providing an 
invaluable source  of 
inform ation for 
people look ing to 
buy organic, fair 
trade  and GM -fre e  
food from  local 
producers . And w e  
h ave succe s sfullly 
fough t off a planning 

application for a new  Te sco superstore  in Trafford 
(s e e  page  th re e  for m ore  details).

Transport Cam paign
Th e m ajor succe s s  of our transport group w as  th e  
launch  of th e  Love Your Bik e  cam paign (s e e  
w w w .loveyourbik e .org for full details). Th ank s  to 
a grant from  th e  Ne igh bourh ood Renew al Fund, 
w e  w ere  able to publicis e  th is  cam paign in a m uch  
bigger w ay th an our usual lim ited re source s  allow , 
and in conjunction w ith  Creative Concern (a public 
relations  firm ) w e  created a fantastic w ebs ite  as  
w ell as  adverts  on m ajor bus  route s  th rough out 
M anch e ster. Love Your Bik e  h as  gained pre s s  
coverage acros s  th e  UK and even h ad som e  
international m entions  in countrie s  as  far aw ay as  
Brazil! Th e  cam paign also w on th e  group an aw ard 
at th e  annual Friends  of th e  Earth  conference  and a 
national 'Gre en Aw ard', w h ich  are  great 
ach ievem ents .

Corporates and trade  cam paign
O ur corporate s  and trade  cam paign h as  also 
accom plis h ed a great deal, particularly in w ork ing 
w ith  oth er groups , such  as  th e  Trade  Justice  
M ovem ent. W e h ave staged a num ber of h igh -
profile actions , including dre s s ing as  orang-utans  
to rais e  aw arene s s  of th e  unsustainable sourcing of 
palm  oil for us e  in superm ark et products . Th e  
group h as  also focus ed a lot of cam paigning on th e  
Com pany Law  Reform  Bill, w h ich  aim s  to force  
com panie s  to tak e  into account th e ir social and 
environm ental im pacts  rath er th an just m axim is ing 
s h are h olders ' w ealth  (w h ich  is  th e ir only 
overriding legal obligation at th e  m om ent).

A Ye ar in th e  Life  of Manch e s te r FoE
Anoth e r bus y ye ar, and one  to be  proud of...
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W aste and recycling cam paign
Just before  Ch ristm as  last year th e  w aste  and 
recycling cam paign ran a plastic bag action to rais e  
aw arene s s  of th e  h uge  w aste  problem  caus ed by so 
m any bags  be ing us ed once and th en th row n aw ay. 
Several of our cam paigners  dre s s ed up in fetch ing 
plastic bags  outfits  in order to draw  attention to th e  
is sue! W e h ave also us ed our stalls in th e  city 
centre  to encourage th e  general public to re spond 

to th e  Governm ent's  Waste  Strategy Review , a 
cam paign th at w as  supported by Tony Lloyd, M P 
for M anch e ster Central.

Clim ate ch ange cam paign
We h ad anoth er big succe s s  th is  year w ith  th e  
inclus ion of th e  clim ate ch ange bill in th e  Queen's  
Speech . As  part of FoE’s  national Big As k  
cam paign, w e  h ave lobbied over th irty M Ps in our 
area and got th ousands  of postcards  s igned to 
dem onstrate  to th e  governm ent th at th is  is  an is sue  
th at th e  public fe el strongly about.
Look ing back  over th e  year, all of our cam paign 

groups  h ave be en incredibly succe s sful in th e ir 
individual areas , and th e  M anch e ster FoE group as  
a w h ole h as  h ad a superb 2006. W ith  a larger 
m em bers h ip at th e  end of th is  year, w e  h ope  th at 
2007 w ill build on th is  w ork  and create  even m ore  
succe s s e s  in th e  m onth s  to com e .

p8 left, Cllr Ne il Sw annick  at th e  launch  of Love Your Bik e; p8 righ t Joh n 
Leech  supporting our corporate s  cam paign; p9  top Joh n Leech  supports  Big 
As k ; m iddle left Tony Lloyd supporting our w aste  cam paign; m iddle righ t 
David H eye s  M P supporting th e  Big As k ; bottom  left th e  Love Your Bik e  team  
w ith  th e ir Earth m overs  aw ard; bottom  righ t Dave speak s  to Ch annel M  about 
4x4s .



Page 10 Act!on M anch e ster Friends  of th e  Earth

I  w onder to m ys elf, w ould life  ever be  sane  
again... (said th e  Sm ith s , sort of). Th e bus  w ars  

are  back  on local new spapers’ front page s . Th ey are  
re spons ible for m as s ive traffic jam s  in M anch e ster 
city centre  and regularly bring traffic, including 
M etrolink , to a standstill. In Septem ber, UK North  
began running an additional 12 s e rvice s  an h our on 
th e  City Centre  to Ch orlton route, w h ich  w as  already 
s e rved by 18 Stagecoach  s e rvice s . As  a re sult, 30 
bus e s  tried to cram  into th e  sam e  bus  stop every 
h our, caus ing s evere  tailback s  and effectively 
bringing th e  city centre  to a standstill.

H ow  h as  th is  crazy s ituation com e about? Bus e s  
w ere  deregulated in 19 86, allow ing bus  operators  to 
introduce new  s e rvice s  as  long as  th ey give 42 days  
notice . Ne ith e r th e  Greater M anch e ster Public 
Transport Auth ority (GM PTA), th e  Council or th e  
North  W e st traffic com m is s ioner h as  th e  pow er to 
stop th em . Th e  traffic com m is s ioner h as  th e  pow er 
to forbid com panie s  to stop at certain bus  stops  for 
road safety reasons , but th e  ongoing problem s  s h ow  
th at th is  is  not an effective m easure . Bus  w ars  are  
not just bad new s  for public transport us e rs  and th e  
environm ent but also for bus ine s s e s , w h os e  
em ployee s  and deliverie s  are  late . And unles s  
legislation is  ch anged th is  w ill continue . Th e  past 
tw o decade s  h ave s h ow n th at th e  benefit th at 

Ch aos  on th e  Stre e ts  of Manch e s te r...

Love  Your "Love  Your Bik e "
M anch e ster FoE h as  be en aw arded a Gre en Aw ard for its  Love Your Bik e  cam paign. Th e  aw ard, 

pre s ented at a pre stigious  cerem ony at London Guildh all, is  intended to h igh ligh t creativity in 
sustainability. W e w on th e  category 'be st integrated cam paign under £100k ', beating off stiff com petition 
from  th e  Greater London Auth ority and th e  M arine  Stew ards h ip Council.. Th is  is  th e  s econd national 

aw ard th at th e  cam paign h as  w on, after its  
'Com m unicating Pow erfully' aw ard at FoE's  local 
groups  conference  in Septem ber.

Th e  cam paign continue s  w ith  som e  divers e  
activitie s . O n th e  last Friday of every m onth , 
cyclists  m e et at 8:15 at W ith ington Library to cycle 
into th e  city centre  as  a group and h igh ligh t th e  
role of cycling as  a safe  and q uick  w ay to get into 
w ork . W e're  busy analys ing th e  inform ation 
collected th rough  th e  w ebs ite  
w w w .loveyourbik e .org and plan to produce a 
report to m ark  th e  one  year anniversary of th e  
launch  of th e  cam paign in M arch .

com petition can bring to certain s ectors  doe s  not 
h old for bus e s . W h en public transport in 
M anch e ster is  com pared to London, w h e re  th e  
bus e s  are  not deregulated, it is  q uite  obvious  th at a 
franch is e  s ystem  is  m ore  succe s sful th an 
unregulated com petition. A num ber of M anch e ster 
M Ps h ave publicly spok en in favour of bus  re -
regulation and a leak ed m em o from  Transport 
Secretary Douglas Alexander sugge sts  th at som e  
sort of regulation m igh t com e into force  w ith in th e  
next tw o years . Th e  current s ituation is  clearly 
unacceptable and w e  support th e  idea th at m ore  
pow er be  given to th e  Council and GM PTE to 
ensure  th at public transport in M anch e ster is  
affordable, safe  and reliable.
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February 1st Pre s ident George  W . Bus h  adm itted 
th e  USA “is  addicted to oil."

M arch  Scientists  recorded an unexpected increas e  
in th e  num ber of “glacial earth q uak e s” in 
Gre enland - dram atic new  evidence  of th e  spe ed 
of clim ate ch ange w h ich  scientists  fear is  caus ing 
h uge  volum e s  of ice  to m elt far faster th an 
predicted.

April 26th  Th e 20th  Anniversary of th e  
Ch ernobyl disaster.

June  Sw eden’s  Com m is s ion on O il Independence  
publis h ed a report detailing a com pre h ens ive 
program m e to break  th e  country’s  dependency on 
oil by 2020.

June  6th  Lloyd’s  of London urged its  m em bers  to 
start tak ing global w arm ing m ore  s e riously or be  
 “sw ept aw ay” in a s ea of future  financial claim s .

July UK tem perature s  reach ed 100F (37.8C) for 
only th e  s econd tim e  in Britain’s  h istory - but also 
th e  s econd tim e  in under th re e  years  - re s earch e rs  
said th e  unusual h eat w as  entirely cons istent w ith  
predictions  of clim ate ch ange

July 11th . Th e  Governm ent publis h e s  its  Energy 
Review :  nuclear pow er is  "back  on th e  agenda 
w ith  a vengeance" - th e  proportion of electricity 
generated from  renew ables  is  s et to increas e  to 
20%, a five -fold increas e  from  current levels .

August Al Gore’s  ‘An Inconvenient Truth ’ 
releas ed in th e  UK to critical acclaim .

August 2nd Last of th e  m ajor UK superm ark ets  
joined th e  Roundtable on Sustainable Palm  O il - a 
m ajor victory follow ing a tw o-year cam paign by 
FoE and Co-operative Insurance to h igh ligh t th e  
th reat to th e  rain fore st pos ed by th e  crop.

Septem ber 12th  FoE’s  “Big As k  Big M onth  Big 
Lobby” cam paign launch ed to lobby M Ps to back  
a Clim ate Ch ange Bill introducing annual targets  
for cuts  in carbon em is s ions . Leading 
clim atologist Jim  H ans en, said, “W e h ave a very 
brief w indow  of opportunity to deal w ith  clim ate 
ch ange – no longer th an a decade  at m ost.”

Septem ber 30th  Prote stors  converged on th e  
Drax pow er station - th e  large st s ingle em itter of 
gre enh ous e  gas e s  in th e  UK - for th e  Cam p for 

Clim ate Ch ange Action.

O ctober 30th . Th e  Stern report on th e  costs  of 
clim ate ch ange argue s  it w ill cost th e  w orld up to 
£3.68 trillion unles s  clim ate ch ange is  tack led 
w ith in a decade .

Novem ber 4th  Th e  Stop Clim ate Ch aos  m arch  in 
London saw  20,000 converge  on Trafalgar Sq uare  
to dem and action from  th e  w orld’s  governm ents . 
Dem onstrations  took  place in over 40 countrie s .

Novem ber 6th  Th e United Nations  Clim ate Ch ange 
Conference  opened in Nairobi. Th e  tw o-w e e k  
conference  is  th e  tw elfth  Conference  of th e  United 
Nations  Fram ew ork  Convention on Clim ate Ch ange 
and th e  s econd m e eting of th e  Kyoto Protocol.

Novem ber 15th  W e did it! Th e  Clim ate Ch ange 
Bill is  included in th e  Queen's  Speech , propos ing an 
independent Carbon Com m itte e  and 5 year targets . 
O nw ards  and upw ards…

Novem ber 29 th  Cam paigners  deligh ted by 
Uttlesford Council's  decis ion to turn dow n BAA's  
planning application to increas e  Stansted pas s enger 
num bers  to 35m  a year. Am ong th e  reasons  given 
for th is  decis ion: clim ate ch ange . Th e  econom ic 
benefits , th ey stated, h ad not be en dem onstrated to 
be  strong enough  to outw e igh  all oth er factors .

A ye ar in th e  life  of a plane t...
Th e  e nvironm e nt in th e  ne w s  in 2006.

Prote sts  against planned expans ion of Stansted Airport. 
ph oto: Peter R iding / Stop Stansted Expans ion
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Tak e  Action

Tim e  to Save  th e  Plane t...

M anch e ster FoE M em bers h ip Form  (w h e re  did you pick  up th is  new sletter? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Pleas e  com plete th e  form  below  and post it to M anch e ster Friends  of th e  Earth , 6 M ount Stre et, M anch e ster, M 2 
5NS. Pay by standing order and rece ive th re e  m onth s  fre e  m em bers h ip! To do th is , fill in s ections  1 and 2, s etting 
th e  first paym ent date th re e  m onth s  into th e  future , not forgetting to s ign and date th e  form .
1. Your Details
Nam e :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Addre s s : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Ph one : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
E-m ail: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Post Code_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
M em bers h ip type  (pleas e  tick  one  box): ¢Arm ch air ¢Active (include s  regular update s  by em ail)
M em bers h ip rate  (pleas e  tick  one  box): ¢£4 unw aged ¢ £8 low  w aged ¢ £18 w aged ¢ £30 h ous e h old
¢Tick  h e re  if you prefer to rece ive our new sletter by em ail rath er th an th rough  th e  post.
¢Tick  h e re  to rece ive four fre e  is sue s  of th e   FoE m agazine , Earth m atters  (new  m em bers  only).
M eth od of paym ent (pleas e  tick  one  box): 
¢Ch eq ue  (m ade  payable to M an:)ch e ster Friends  of th e  Earth )
¢Standing order: Pleas e  com plete s ection 2 below .
2. Standing O rders
Nam e on th e  account: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Branch  nam e and addre s s :_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Bank  account num ber:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Branch  sort code : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Instructions  to th e  bank : Pleas e  pay th e  sum  of £_ _ _ _ _ _ _  on th e  _ _ _ _ _ _  day/date of each  m onth /year (delete  as  
appropriate) until furth er notice  to ‘M anch e ster Friends  of th e  Earth ’ account num ber 65164538, sort code  08-9 2-
9 9 , bank  addre s s : Th e  Co-operative Bank  Plc, PO  Box 101, 1 Balloon Stre et, M anch e ster, M 60 4EP.
Signature : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   Date :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
3. Gift M em bersh ip: If you w ould lik e  to m ak e  th is  m em bers h ip a gift to som eone , pleas e  add th e  recipient’s  
details :
Nam e : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Addre s s : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Ph one : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
E-m ail: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
M e s sage  (up to 30 w ords):

M on 25th  Dec - M erry Ch ristm as!

Sun 1st Jan - H appy New  Year!

Sat 7th  Jan - Stall at Fairly Traded M ark et, 
Piccadilly Gardens

Tue 10th  Jan - Cam paigns  M eeting, M FoE O ffice , 
Friends  M eeting H ous e

Fri 26th  Jan - Critical Com m ute . M eet 8:15 
W ith ington Library. And every last Friday of th e  
m onth . Bring your bik e !

R ecycle Your Specs! 
Around 10 m illion pairs  of perfectly 
usable glas s e s  are  th row n aw ay every 
year. Th ey can be  donated by vis iting 
w w w .vao.org.uk  or 
w w w .unitefors igh t.org.

Try O rganic M ilk
It tak e s  over th re e  tim e s  as  m uch  
energy to produce a litre  of non-
organic m ilk  th an a litre  of 
organic m ilk . Try to get a locally 
produced pint...

H ave  a Candle Lit Dinner!
Try us ing vegetable -bas ed or 
be e sw ax candles , w h ich  are  better 
for th e  environm ent th an paraffin 
candles  and also better for your 
h ealth .




