
Act on
w w w .m anch e s te rfoe .org.uk

W inte r 2007

trans e urope  e xpre s s 4
fligh t fre e  h oliday couple

bypas s ing th e  is s ue s 6
late s t on trans port ne w s

m ore  ch oice  m ore  ch oice 7
com pe tition com m is s ion re port

w e s t coas t s un 11
cycling h oliday in Scotland

Manch e s te r Frie nds  of th e  Earth

ch oice m
ore ch oic
e m ore ch
oice m ore
ch oice m
ore ch oic
e m ore



page  2  Act!on

H ow  can I be com e  a m e m be r?
You can dow nload a m e m be rs h ip form  from  our w e bs ite  
or ph one  our office  to be  s e nt one . One  ye ar's  
m e m be rs h ip is  only £4 if you're  unw age d, £8 low -w age d, 
£12 w age d, and £30 for a h ous e h old.

Enjoy dis counts  as  a m e m be r
As  a m e m be r you ge t not only th is  ne w s le tte r but als o:

4 fre e  is s ue s  of “Earth m atte rs ”, th e  m agaz ine  from  
national Frie nds  of th e  Earth  (ne w  m e m be rs )

25%  off a m e al at Earth  Cafe

10%  off s e le cte d purch as e s  at H arry H all Cycle s

5%  off de corating and floor-s anding jobs  at Eco-
Inte riors

10%  off s e le cte d purch as e s  at Ke n Fos te r’s  Cycle  
Logic

10%  off m ain m e als  and h ot drink s  at Titch y Coffe e  Co.

10%  off all orde rs  ove r £10 at Fe tis h  for Food in 
Pre s tw ich

For th e  late st details about our m em bers h ip discounts , 
vis it:
w w w .m anch e sterfoe .org.uk /m em bers

Ge t active !
All are  w e lcom e  to our m e e tings . Se e  th e  back  page  for a 
cale ndar and jus t com e  along!

Frie nd of th e  Earth
W e  s pe ak  to Manch e s te r 
cam paigne r, Le anne  Bird. 

H ow  long h ave  you be e n 
involve d in th e  group? Since  
January 2007, s o 11 m onth s .

W h at h ave  you be e n involve d 
in? I h ave  m ainly be e n involve d 
in th e  Clim ate  ch ange  cam paign 
but re ce ntly h ave  be e n dabbling 
in Food and W as te .

W h ich  is s ue s  are  you m os t 
conce rne d about? Clim ate  ch ange  is  m y bigge s t w orry 
be caus e  it affe cts  e ve ry as pe ct of our live s . If w e  act as  if 
noth ing's  w rong th e n w e  w ill los e  e ve ryth ing on th is  plane t 
th at w e  h old de ar and th e  future  ge ne rations  w ill s uffe r 
from  our s e lfis h  and w as te ful w ays . I don't th ink  w e  
unde rs tand h ow  de licate  and com ple x our plane t is . W e  
are  th e  only plane t w ith  life  in our s olar s ys te m : th at 
s h ow s  w e  are  pre tty s pe cial and th at w e  as  a s pe cie s  
de pe nd on th e  plane t and biodive rs ity around us .

About Manch e s te r FoE
Manch e s te r Frie nds  of th e  Earth  is  an aw ard-w inning 
cam paign group w ork ing on is s ue s  re lating to th e  
e nvironm e nt and to s ocial jus tice . 

W e  cam paign on is s ue s  w ith  a local conne ction and als o 
lobby for policy ch ange s  at local, re gional, national and 
inte rnational le ve ls . 

W e  w ork  on a dive rs e  range  of is s ue s  including clim ate  
ch ange , corporate  re s pons ibility, re al food, trade  jus tice , 
s us tainable  trans port &  aviation, and w as te  &  re cycling.

Find out m ore  at w w w .m anch e s te rfoe .org.uk .

re m inde rs  
if you do th re e  th ings ...

Join th e  Clim ate  March  in London
Saturday 8th  De ce m be r - w w w .cam paigncc.org. 
Contact Ew a on 079 32 19 0322 for coach  tick e ts  (£20) 
or join us  on th e  0718 train from  Piccadilly (via Sh e ffie ld)

Pre s s  for EU W as te  Targe ts
As k  Joan Ruddock , th e  m inis te r re s pons ible  for w as te , 
to s upport Europe an w as te  targe ts . Tak e  action at 
w w w .m anch e s te rfoe .org.uk /w as te /action.h tm

Mak e  a Ne w  Ye ar's  Re s olution
Don't forge t to ple dge  to be com e  active  in Manch e s te r 
FoE!  Our firs t m e e ting of 2008 is  at 6.45pm  for 7.15pm  
on Tue s day 15th  January.  H ope  to s e e  you th e re ...

in th is  is s ue
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w as te
Th is  ye ar th e  w as te  s ubgroup got off to a flying s tart w ith  a pub craw l 
to de te rm ine  Ch orlton bar ow ne rs ’ attitude s  to re cycling and an action 
targe ting local s upe rm ark e ts  and th e ir e xce s s ive  pack aging. 2007 h as  
als o be e n a big ye ar for w as te  on th e  local, national and Europe an 
s tage  - w ith  ne w  w as te  m anage m e nt s trate gie s  and policie s  be ing 
de ve lope d at all le ve ls . More  re ce ntly th e  group h as  h ad s om e  input 
into com m unity proje cts  s uch  as  th e  ‘plas tic bag fre e ’ Ch orlton action 
(picture d) and th e  cloth ing s w ap s h op at Eigh th  Day Café.

Earlie r th is  ye ar Lynda, our le ad cam paigne r, m ove d aw ay and th is  
ch ange , and th e  bus y live s  of oth e r volunte e rs , h as  s low e d dow n our 
cam paigning in th e  latte r h alf of th e  ye ar. 2008 is  look ing e xciting: as  
w e ll as  a trip planne d to Brus s e ls  to vis it th e  Europe an Parliam e nt and 
lobby MEPs  re garding th e  ne w  w as te  policy, w e  w ill be  com ple ting our 
pack aging and re cycling actions , de ve loping clos e r link s  w ith  oth e r 
com m unity groups  and h ope  to tak e  on a locally focus s e d action, 
prom oting re cycling and incre as ing public aw are ne s s  of w as te  is s ue s .

clim ate
Th e  clim ate  cam paign group h ave  be e n bus y lobbying for a s trong 
clim ate  bill to be com e  law . W e  are  as k ing for th re e  k e y am e ndm e nts  
to e ns ure  th at th e  UK doe s  its  fair s h are  to avoid dange rous  clim ate  
ch ange  - th e  Bill m us t:

•  s e t a long-te rm  e m is s ion re duction targe t in line  w ith  th e  late s t 
s cie nce  of at le as t 80 pe r ce nt by 2050;

•  count e m is s ions  from  all s ource s , including inte rnational aviation 
and s h ipping;

•  include  annual targe ts  s o politicians  can't blam e  pre vious  
Gove rnm e nts  for m is s e d targe ts . 

Re ce nt actions  h ave  h igh ligh te d th e  dange rs  of doing noth ing to s top 
clim ate  ch ange , including a partially s ubm e rge d m ode l of th e  Urbis  
Ce ntre , de m ons trating th e  dange rs  of flooding and s e a le ve l ris e . 
(picture d)

trans port
Th e  trans port group are  continuing th e ir lobbying w ork  to 
im prove  conditions  for cycling in Manch e s te r. Th is  w ork  builds  
upon th e  re s e arch  carrie d out as  part of th e  Love  Your Bik e  
cam paign (w w w .love yourbik e .org). W e  are  als o continuing to 
w ork , as  part of Cle an Air Now , on th e  Trans port Innovation Fund 
is s ue , and pre paring ours e lve s  for anoth e r pe riod on 
cons ultation and de bate  e arly in th e  ne w  ye ar (if th e  De partm e nt 
of Trans port de cide s  to give  Gre ate r Manch e s te r jus t ove r 
£1billion to s pe nd on bus e s , trains  and tram s , of cours e ).  In 
Se pte m be r w e  w ork e d w ith  Manch e s te r Gre e n Party and 
Manch e s te r Cam paign Agains t Clim ate  Ch ange  to put on a 
public de bate  on trans port and clim ate  ch ange . Spe ak e rs  
include d Profe s s or Joh n W h ite le gg (picture d), and you can h e ar 
th e ir pre s e ntations  and th e  de bate  online  at 
w w w .onth e m ove fm .org.

W e  continue  to tak e  an inte re s t in Manch e s te r Airport, and 
re ce ntly com m e nte d on th e ir plans  to be com e  carbon ne utral - a 
s te p in th e  righ t dire ction, but by e xcluding th e  e m is s ions  from  
plane s  in th e  air from  th e ir calculations  th e y are  re fus ing to 
tack le  th e  root of th e  proble m .

cam paign update
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W ith  m y w ife  K e rs tin, for th e  ne xt 8 days  I w ill be  s taying 
at St Pe te r Ording, North  Ge rm any and Dijon in th e  s outh  
of France . And I w ill be  trave lling e ve ryw h e re  ove r th e  
cours e  of th is  trip by TRAIN. H e r ide a. Not m ine .

Going along w ith  th is  w as  th e  late s t in a long line  of 
‘e nvironm e ntal im prove m e nts ’ w e  h ave  m ade  re ce ntly. 
Organic local food. Organic ‘gre e n’ paint for our 
de corating (s e rious ly, h ow  can s om e th ing be  s o m uch  
m ore  e xpe ns ive  w h e n it h as  FEW ER ch e m icals  in it?) plus  
a law n m ow e r th at runs  on m an pow e r 
alone  (q uite  good fun actually). 
Th is  w as  an diffe re nt propos ition 
altoge th e r.

TRIP 1 - Sunday 26th  Augus t
Th e  trip s tarte d w ith  a s h ort(is h ) 
journe y from  Manch e s te r Piccadilly 
to London Eus ton. Painle s s  e nough , 
apart from  one  idiot w h o th ough t th e  
q uie t coach  w as  th e re  s ole ly s o h e  
could s pe ak  loudly to h is  m ate s  on h is  
m obile  w ith out th e  h indrance  of oth e r pe ople  inte rrupting 
h im .

H aving trans fe rre d from  London Eus ton to W ate rloo (ve ry 
w arm  but s urpris ingly ch e ap) w e  s at and w aite d in th e  
Euros tar lounge  for around 45 m ins  be fore  boarding for 
Brus s e ls .  "I’m  q uite  e njoying th is ," I s aid to m y h appily 
s urpris e d s pous e . It w as n’t to las t.

TRIP 2 - Friday 31s t Augus t
7am . 2 h rs  drive  to a little  k now n s tation, follow e d by a 
th irty m inute  train ride  to H am burg. Th e n it be gins .

10am  to 4pm : H am burg to Bas e l.  Not too bad at all. 
Pre tty w arm  th ough  and th e  book  I’m  re ading is n’t h olding 
m y atte ntion th e  w ay it s h ould. Try and look  at th e  s ce ne ry 
but th e re  is n’t any. Fie lds  and w indm ills . W indm ills  and 
fie lds . Fas cinating.

4pm  to 5pm : Bas e l to Bie l.  O k ay but a little  cram pe d 
com pare d to th e  ICE and th e  h e at h as  incre as e d 
notice ably. Th e  girl acros s  from  us  is  re ading Je an Paul 
Sartre , w h ich  m ak e s  m e  w onde r if I h ave  e ve r re ad it or 
not. Th e  ans w e r, I’m  afraid to s ay, is  no.

5pm  to 6pm : Bie l to Laus anne .  If you h ave  e ve r ridde n 
‘Th e  Cork s cre w ’ at Alton Tow e rs , you w ill h ave  s om e  ide a 
of th e  journe y w e  unde rtook  for th e  ne xt h our of our trip. 
Th e  s w e aty little  train s w aye d from  le ft to righ t w ith  s uch  
fe rocity th at at tim e s  I ge nuine ly fe lt I w as  going to be  
viole ntly s ick . K e rs tin’s  look  of w orry didn’t h e lp e ith e r. Not 
ple as ant.

6pm  to 9 pm : Laus anne  to Dijon.  Appare ntly, TGV are  
France ’s  ans w e r to De uts ch e  Bah n. On th e  e vide nce  of 

th is  late s t train ‘ride ’, th e  DB 
h ave  abs olute ly noth ing to 
w orry about. Th e re  is  a ph ras e  
I w ould us e  to de s cribe  th e  

carriage  w e  s at in but I’m  not s ure  it w ould 
m ak e  it into your publication. But it be gins  w ith  S and 

e nds  w ith  h ole . H orre ndous . cram pe d, dark  and 
unw e lcom ing. And w e  are  ve ry, ve ry, tire d.

10pm  to 11pm : Dijon to th e  Village . W onde rful 
com pare d to th e  las t train. I am  too tire d at th is  point to 
notice  th e  train at all to be  h one s t. I w ak e  up, h ow e ve r, 
w h e n w e  re alis e  w e  are  s till 6 k m  from  th e  h ote l and th e re  
are  no taxis . It’s  anoth e r h our and th e  h e lp of a Good 
Sam aritan local be fore  w e  finally m ak e  it.

TRIP 3 - Sunday 2nd Se pte m be r
I’ll be  h one s t. I can’t re ally re m e m be r m uch  of w h at 
h appe ne d. W e  s pe nt all day on th e  TGV / Euros tar / Virgin 
e xpre s s  and e ve ntually, around 10.45pm , w e  arrive d back  
h om e . A com ple te  blur I’m  afraid. I do re m e m be r th e  food 
be ing OK and not too e xpe ns ive  on th e  Euros tar, but th at 
w as  unfortunate ly offs e t by s om e  k id s cre am ing h e r h e ad 
off as  w e  ne are d London. Com pare d to Friday, h ow e ve r, it 
w as  pre tty com fortable  (alm os t all th e  trains  h ave  
cons ide rably m ore  le g room  th an plane s ) w ith  th e  air 
conditioning w ork ing fine  all th e  w ay back  to Bligh ty. 

So w ould I do it again? No. Of cours e  not. No-one  in th e ir 
righ t m ind w ould.

H aving s aid th at, our journe y w as  uniq ue , and involve d an 
e xtre m e ly long am ount of trave lling ove r th e  cours e  of a 
s h ort pe riod of tim e . If I w as  to tak e  TH AT journe y again, I 
w ould fly.

Th is  doe s n’t m e an I w on’t trave l by train again. I’m  off to 
London ne xt m onth  for a confe re nce . 

Manch e s te r to London by air? Sure ly no-one  in th e ir righ t 
m ind w ould?

transe urope  e xpre s s
Ch ris  and Ke rs tin de cide  to tak e  a 
(re lative ly) low -carbon h oliday, on 
trains . But w ould th e y do it again?

"Again? 
No 

one in t
heir 

right mi
nd 

would."



w w w .m anch e s te rfoe .org.uk page  5   

Fe d up about m y incre as ing air m ile s  I s ugge s te d to m y 
h us band th at w e  tak e  th e  train for our ne xt h oliday, w h ich  
e nde d up be ing a com bination of “a fe w  days  w ith  m y 
fam ily” in North  Ge rm any and a w e dding in th e  South  of 
France …

I w as  re ally e xcite d about th is  trip as  I h ad not m ade  s uch  
a com m itm e nt be fore . But I w as  w orrie d too. W h at if w e  
m is s e d one  train? All in all w e  w ould s pe nd th re e  and a 
h alf days  on th e m  (out of 8). 

TRIP 1 –  Sunday 26th  Augus t
Our firs t trip took  us  from  Manch e s te r to Cologne . Th e  
journe y dow n to London w as  OK but I w as  dis appointe d 
about th e  w indow -fre e  s e at I alw ays  s e e m  to ge t w h e ne ve r 
I buy th e  ch e ape s t tick e t to London. W h e n w e  drove  pas t 
th e  ne w  W e m ble y s tadium  I got re ally e xcite d. Ch ris  didn’t 
th ough . If W e m ble y w as n’t e xciting for a football fan, w ould 
lots  of pas s ing lands cape s  be ? 

Th e  Euros tar s e e m e d old but w as  com fortable  and 
s pacious . And driving th rough  th e  tunne l w as  le s s  s cary 
th an I h ad im agine d it. Once  out of th e  tunne l w e  rus h e d to 
Brus s e ls ! Be lgium  - com pare d to England - is  rath e r flat 
and s e e m s  m ore  s pars e ly populate d. 

From  Brus s e ls  w e  took  th e  ICE to Cologne . A nice  train 
w ith  a re s taurant and all announce m e nts  w e re  m ade  in 
four language s ! I didn’t re ally unde rs tand a w ord in Fre nch  
but m y Dutch  w as  s urpris ingly good. W e  als o trie d th e  
re s taurant and e njoye d a be e r w ith  our m e al. 

W e  finally arrive d in Cologne  afte r 12 h ours . I th ink  w e  
s h ould h ave  s toppe d ove r in Brus s e ls  as  I w as  q uite  
e xh aus te d by th e  tim e  w e  arrive d th e re . 

Th e  ne xt day w as  m ore  e xciting –  for m e  anyw ay. Firs t w e  
vis ite d m y grandm oth e r and trave lle d on a re ally old, loud 
local train. Be caus e  of th is  de tour w e  h ad to catch  a 
s topping Inte rcity rath e r th an th e  h igh -s pe e d ICE to 
H am burg. Th e  train w as  full of m iddle -age d pe ople  and 
fam ilie s  going on h oliday to th e  Baltic Se a. It is  s till th e  

s am e  type  of pe ople  going on h oliday in Ge rm any –  
m ainly e lde rly and young (gre e n-is h ) 

fam ilie s . Th e  s e ats  w e re  com fy and 
I e njoye d a te a from  th e  bar plus  th e  
fantas tic vie w . North  Ge rm any is  
re ally flat and I h ad alm os t forgotte n 
th e  be autiful farm  h ous e  
arch ite cture . 

Our th re e  days  in St Pe te r Ording 
w e re  w onde rful. Th e  w e ath e r w as  OK 
and w e  s pe nt one  afte rnoon on th e  
be ach  and anoth e r one  cycling pas t 
countle s s  w indm ills . It w as  th e  firs t 
tim e  I cam e  s o clos e  to th e m  and I w as  

  s urpris e d h ow  q uie t th e y are ! You h e ar 
a re pe titive  s ound but it w as  not as  loud as  I h ad e xpe cte d.

Trip 2 - Friday 31s t Augus t
On Friday m y pare nts  drove  us  to th e  th ird train s top by 
car, w h ich  turne d out to be  luck y as  w e  w ould h ave  
m is s e d our train to H am burg oth e rw is e  (and e ve ry 
conne cting train … ). W e  bough t lots  of food at th e  s tation 
and got on th e  train –  both  q uite  e xcite d! Th e  train w as  
m ode rn, com fortable  and s pacious  and w e  h ad a re ally 
good 6½ h our journe y to Bas e l –  righ t th rough  Ge rm any. 
Pas t th e  flat and s pars e ly populate d North , th e  h illy m iddle  
of Ge rm any and th e  w onde rful Black  Fore s t, righ t into th e  
Alps . W e  both  e njoye d th e  trip but to be  h one s t w e  could 
h ave  s taye d in Bas e l as  w e  h ad be e n on th e  m ove  for 10 
h ours  again. Unfortunate ly th at w as  not pos s ible  as  w e  
h ad to be  in Dijon for a w e dding th e  ne xt day! I h ad look e d 
forw ard to our journe y in Sw itz e rland but apart from  track s  
and s k y I didn’t ge t to s e e  m uch ! Th e  train w as n’t as  
com fortable  e ith e r but m y bigge s t dis appointm e nt w as  th e  
TGV. It w as  s h abby and didn’t h ave  a re s taurant. 

TRIP 3 - Sunday 2nd Se pte m be r
Of cours e  w e  w e re  tire d on Sunday and pe rs onally I find 
trips  h om e  alw ays  th e  m os t boring. Th e  TGV to Paris  w as  
pack e d but it w as  nice  to w atch  th e  pas s ing s ce ne ry. 
Again, France  is  s o diffe re nt to England, Be lgium , 
Ge rm any or Sw itz e rland! I convince d Ch ris  to h ave  a 
coffe e  outs ide  th e  s tation in Paris  –  afte r all w e  w e re  in 
Paris !! I can re m e m be r ge tting on th e  Euros tar and e ating 
a re ally nice  lunch  from  th e  bar. Th e  re m ainde r of th e  
journe y h as  s lippe d m y m e m ory… . 

W ould I do it again? Ye s , de finite ly! But I th ink  I m igh t h ave  
ove rdone  it w ith  th is  trip and w ill find it difficult to convince  
Ch ris  to trave l to Ge rm any by train again.

All in all, our trip cos t us  £39 3 and all tick e ts  (all individual 
s ingle s ) h ad be e n orde re d th rough  a trave l age ncy in 
Ge rm any (w w w .gle is nos t.de ), w h o got us  a re ally good 
de al. I s h ould m e ntion th at w e  both  h ave  a Railcard Plus , 
w h ich  give s  you a 25%  dis count on Europe an cros s -
borde r s e rvice s  and a Bah nCard, w h ich  e ntitle s  you to 
25%  price  re duction on Ge rm an trains  and th at Gle is nos t 
book e d our tick e ts  about th re e  m onth s  in advance , s om e  
a little  late r. I don’t th ink  w e  w ould h ave  got a m uch  be tte r 
de al if w e  h ad flow n from  Manch e s te r to H am burg (not 
vis iting m y grandm oth e r and frie nds  in Cologne ), H am burg 
to Paris  (and tak e n th e  train to Dijon) and from  Paris  to 
Manch e s te r (again including th e  train from  Dijon). And it 
m ade  m e  fe e l re ally good about th e  s ave d CO2 e m is s ions !

"Yes, 
definitely! But I think I might have overdone it."
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M6 W ide ning
Jonath an w ith  th e  
late s t in Trans port
In 2004, th e  trans port m inis te r Alis tair 
Darling com m is s ione d a cons ultation 
on tw o options  for incre as ing 
m otorw ay capacity be tw e e n 
Manch e s te r and Birm ingh am , to try to 
s olve  th e  proble m  of conge s tion 
along th is  trans port corridor. Th e  
options  w e re : (a) cons tructing a 
brand ne w  6-lane  m otorw ay, "th e  M6 
Expre s s w ay"; or (b) w ide ning th e  
e xis ting M6 from  6 to 8 lane s . Th e  M6 
Expre s s w ay w ould s tart w h e re  th e  
M6 Toll road (w h ich  ope ne d in 2003) 
le ft off, and continue  to Knuts ford in 
Ch e s h ire . 

Th e s e  plans  w e re  s trongly oppos e d, 
and continue  to be , by a varie ty of 
cam paigning organis ations  including 
Frie nds  of th e  Earth , th e  Cam paign 
for Be tte r Trans port[1] (form e rly 
Trans port 2000), Roadblock  and 
GAME (th e  Group Agains t Motorw ay 
Expans ion) [2].

Th e  re s ults  of th e  2004 cons ultation 
w e re  ove rw h e lm ing: 45%  did not 
w ant e ith e r option, and a furth e r 51%  
w e re  oppos e d to th e  toll road [3]. 
Th is  didn't s top th e  gove rnm e nt from  
continuing to de ve lop th e  
Expre s s w ay plans  for tw o m ore  
ye ars , until 2006 w h e n th e  
gove rnm e nt finally abandone d th e  
ide a of th e  M6 Expre s s w ay, in favour 
of th e  s ligh tly ch e ape r w ide ning 
option. 

In July 2007, a pre s s  re le as e  from  
e nvironm e ntal cam paigne rs  caus e d a 
s tir in th e  UK m e dia w ith  th e  
announce m e nt th at th e  M6 w ide ning 
plans  h ad incre as e d s ubs tantially and 
w ould cos t a s tagge ring £1000 pe r 
inch  [4]. Ram pant inflation in th e  
cons truction indus try appe ars  to h ave  
be com e  a frie nd of e nvironm e ntal 
cam paigne rs , w ith  th e  re s ult th at th e  
gove rnm e nt s e e m s  to be  w ate ring 
dow n its  com m itm e nt to w ide ning. 
Gove rnm e nt announce m e nts  in 
Octobe r 2007 h inte d th at us e  of th e  
m otorw ay h ard s h oulde r at pe ak  
tim e s  w as  be ing cons ide re d on th e  
M6 as  an alte rnative  to w ide ning, and 
e ve n s tate d th at incre as e d rail 
capacity, pos s ibly h igh -s pe e d rail, 
w as  be ing cons ide re d as  a s olution to 
conge s tion on th is  corridor.

From  a brand ne w  6-lane  m otorw ay, 
th rough  w ide ning to 8 lane s , to part-
tim e  us e  of th e  h ard s h oulde r: in 3 
ye ars , e nvironm e ntal cam paigne rs  
h ave  undoubte dly w on a gre at 
victory. H ow e ve r, m os t of us  w ould 
lik e  to s e e  e ve n th e s e  late s t ide as  
de fe ate d in favour of alte rnative s  
w h ich  re duce  carbon e m is s ions  
rath e r th an incre as ing th e m .

So, w h at are  th e  alte rnative s ? Th e s e  
e xam ple s  add up to form  an 
alte rnative  to road e xpans ion.

Re duce  th e  de m and for trave l - it 
m ay not be  s e xy, but th e  m os t 
e ffe ctive  w ay of re ducing carbon 
e m is s ions  is  by ge tting us  to trave l 
le s s , us ing m e th ods  s uch  as  
e ncouraging w ork ing from  h om e , and 
prom oting a m ore  localis e d land us e  
policy.

Prom ote  gre e ne r trans port - 
anoth e r s ucce s s  s tory from  trans port 
cam paigne rs  in re ce nt ye ars  is  th e  

e ffe ctive ne s s  of "Individualis e d Trave l 
Mark e ting", w h ich  offe rs  h ous e h olds  
tailor-m ade  inform ation about 
alte rnative  form s  of trans port. Th e  
Trave lSm art proje ct from  Sus trans  
h as  e xpe rie nce d a 13%  re duction in 
car journe ys  for a fraction of th e  cos t 
of a typical trans port infras tructure  
im prove m e nt proje ct [5].

Im prove  th e  rail corridor - th e  
Manch e s te r-London rail line  h as  
s e e n w e lcom e  capacity and s pe e d 
im prove m e nts  re ce ntly, but th e re  is  
s till ple nty of pote ntial to im prove  th e  
Manch e s te r - Birm ingh am  corridor. 

Motorw ay coach  ne tw ork  (as  
prom ote d by Ge orge  Monbiot [6]) - 
m oving urban coach  s tations  to 
m otorw ay junctions  and e xte nding 
urban public trans port to m e e t th e m  
w ill m ak e  coach  trave l fas te r and 
m ore  attractive . W h ile  you're  at it, 
m ak e  th e  bus e s  m ore  com fortable  
and give  th e m  bus  lane s  on th e  
m otorw ays  and priority at junctions .

oth e r ne w s
Mottram -Tintw is tle  bypas s
Th e  public inq uiry into th e  Mottram -
Tintw is tle  bypas s  road –  prom ote d by 
th e  H igh w ays  Age ncy and oppos e d by 
Frie nds  of th e  Earth  and oth e r 
cam paign groups  [7] –  w as  
s us pe nde d in Se pte m be r follow ing th e  
une arth ing of e rrors  in th e  e vide nce  
s ubm itte d by th e  H igh w ays  Age ncy. 
Th e  inq uiry re conve ne d on 6th  
Nove m be r, w h e n, incre dibly, m ore  
e rrors  w e re  ide ntifie d in th e  H igh w ays  
Age ncy e vide nce , and th e  inq uiry h as  
 be e n s us pe nde d a s e cond tim e  w h ile  
th e y ge t th e ir s tory s traigh t.

Capacity im prove m e nts  at 
Piccadilly?
Rail capacity at Piccadilly rail s tation 
h as  alw ays  be e n lim ite d by trains  from  
Le e ds  to Live rpool and th e  airport 
w h ich  h ave  to trave rs e  th e  e ntire  
w idth  of th e  s tation approach  viaduct, 
s topping any oth e r trains  from  us ing 

th e  s tation at th e  s am e  tim e . In 
Octobe r 2007 th e  gove rnm e nt 
com m is s ione d a s tudy from  Ne tw ork  
Rail into s olving th is  bottle ne ck , and 
h inte d th at m one y m ay be  m ade  
available  in th e  2014-2019  s pe nding 
program m e . Don't h old your bre ath ! 
W h at is  re q uire d is  a fly-ove r s o th at 
trains  at platform s  13 and 14 can 
cros s  ove r and continue  e as tw ards  
w ith out ge tting in th e  w ay of 
s outh bound trains .
Reference s :
1. Cam paign for Better Transport 
h ttp://w w w .bettertransport.org.uk /
2. Group Against M otorw ay Expans ion 
h ttp://nom 6e .blogspot.com /
3. H igh w ays  Agency: 
h ttp://w w w .h igh w ays .gov.uk /roads/docum
ents/M 6_ Sum m ary_ Report(1).pdf
4. e .g. Th e  Guardian 31st July 2007, 
h ttp://w w w .guardian.co.uk /uk _ new s/story/
0,,21379 9 9 ,00.h tm l
5. h ttp://w w w .sustrans .org.uk / ->  Projects
6. h ttp://w w w .m onbiot.com / ->  O ctober 
2006 "H ere 's  th e  plan"
7. h ttp://w w w .save sw allow sw ood.org.uk  , 
h ttp://w w w .stopm ottram bypas s .org
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Ch oice  Cuts
Paul D'Am bra on Com pe tition 
Com m is s ion's  re port
Th e  Com pe tition Com m is s ion h as  re le as e d th e  
pre lim inary findings  of its  th ird re port in s e ve n ye ars  
on th e  Groce ry s e ctor. In it th e  com m is s ion agre e s  
w ith  cam paigne rs  th at Te s co e njoys  an unfair 
advantage  due  to its  s iz e  and th at s h oppe rs  re q uire  
m ore  ch oice .

But h old back  on th e  ce le brations  be caus e  in orde r to 
provide  m ore  ch oice  th e  com m is s ion h as  s ugge s te d 
m ak ing it e as ie r to build m ore  s upe rm ark e ts  and le ave s  
m os t e nvironm e ntalis ts , m ys e lf include d, s cratch ing th e ir 
h e ads . So h ow  can building m ore  of th e  s am e  provide  
m ore  ch oice ? W e ll, it de pe nds  w h at you m e an by ch oice . 

To m any e nvironm e ntalis ts  it m e ans  h aving th e  option of a 
range  of bus ine s s e s  of diffe re nt s tyle s  and s iz e s . It m e ans  
be ing able  to te ll th e  diffe re nce s  be tw e e n th e  e xpe rie nce  
and th e  e th ics  of w h e n and h ow  you s h op. To m any it 
m e ans  th e  ch oice  not to s h op at a s upe rm ark e t. Th e s e  
ch oice s  s h ould h ope fully re s onate  w ith  m os t re ade rs . 

H ow e ve r, ch oice  to an e conom is t can m e an th at four 
ide ntical s h ops  s e lling ide ntical goods  offe r m ore  ch oice  to 
th e  cons um e r th an tw o ide ntical s h ops  s e lling ide ntical 
goods . Th e  ch oice  h e re  of cours e  is  w h ich  ide ntical s h op 
you s pe nd your m one y at. Th e  ide a be h ind th is  is  th at as  
th e  s h ops  are  ide ntical th e n th e y m us t com pe te  w ith  e ach  
oth e r on price  and th at w ill ine vitably le ad to th e  price  of 
th os e  ide ntical goods  falling.

And th is  is  w h y th e  Com pe tition Com m is s ion is  calling for 
m ore  s upe rm ark e ts  be caus e  ye t again it h as  conclude d 
th at s h ops  s e lling ch e ap food is  be tte r for you th an any 
oth e r cons ide ration. Im portantly, I didn’t s ay “s h ops  s e lling 
food ch e aply” and th is  is  w h e re  th e  com m is s ion h as  badly 
le t dow n th e  UK. Th e  proble m  is  th at th is  m ode l can’t 
apply in th e  re al w orld be caus e  th e  s h ops  are n’t ide ntical 
and th e  s h oppe r is n’t as  dis ce rning as  th e y could be . Afte r 
all, s h opping for m any is  a rus h e d job or a m atte r of h abit. 

Many ye ars  h ave  pas s e d s ince  th e  s upe rm ark e ts  w e re  
able  to ach ie ve  th e ir s avings  m e re ly th rough  e conom ie s  of 
s cale  and e fficie ncy. In orde r to k e e p price s  falling q uality 
s uffe rs , ofte n alongs ide  th os e  w h o produce  th e  food for 
us . Much  of th e  food w e  e at is  ch anging, re lying on 
indus trially produce d m e ats  w h ich  be com e  fattie r and le s s  
nutritious  by th e  ye ar or on proce s s e d food w h ich  re q uire s  
th e  addition of artificially low  price d s ugar, s alt and fat in 
orde r to m ak e  th e  ch e ap food palatable .

Th is  com e s  at an incre dible  e nvironm e ntal and s ocial 
cos t. It’s  not all doom  and gloom , s upe rm ark e ts  h ave  
s h ow n s om e  re al ability to ch ange  in re ce nt ye ars  and th e  
proportion of UK s ource d ve g s old can be  ge nuine ly 
s urpris ing but th e y are  s till th e  re tail e q uivale nt of driving a 
4x4 fitte d w ith  a s olar pow e re d radio.

In a w orld w h e re  th e  planning s ys te m  alre ady favours  
large  re tail th e  big four re ly on s h oppe rs  not m ak ing th e  
difficult ch oice s : lik e  ch oos ing to h and your pack aging 
ove r at th e  till; lik e  as k ing to s e e  th e  m anage r w h e n you 

can’t 
find 
Fairtrade  
goods ; or 
s h opping around and ch e ck ing if 
you’re  ge tting value  or jus t pe rce iving it. 

W h e ne ve r w e  s h op w e  e ach  ne e d to th ink  about w h at w e  
buy and w h at h as  to h appe n to bring it from  ‘plough  to 
plate ’. Be caus e  if e nough  cons um e rs  de m and ch ange  
th e n th e  re taile rs  w ill accom m odate  th e m  at a fe rocious  
rate  and w h e n all is  s aid and done  th at m igh t be  th e  m os t 
pow e rful ch oice  you h ave .

Th ings  Ge t Inte re s ting 
in Ch orlton
In th e  las t is s ue  w e  re porte d th at cam paigne rs  from  th e  
K e e p Ch orlton Inte re s ting group are  trying to s top th e  
de ve lopm e nt of a Te s co Expre s s  ne ar th e  Unicorn organic 
s upe rm ark e t in Ch orlton. On Th urs day 22nd Nove m be r, 
local re s ide nts  and s h op ow ne rs  atte nde d th e  planning 
com m itte e  m e e ting. Th e  Planning De partm e nt office rs  
h ad re com m e nde d th at Te s co be  allow e d to go ah e ad 
w ith  its  plans . Councillors , h ow e ve r, vote d unanim ous ly 
th at th e y w e re  "m inde d to re fus e ". H ow e ve r, th e  Te s co 
application h as  not ye t be e n form ally re je cte d and w ill 
re turn to th e  ne xt planning m e e ting on 20th  De ce m be r.

De bbie  Elle n from  th e  K e e p Ch orlton Inte re s ting group 
s aid:

"Th e  planning de partm e nt s e e m  to h ave  ignore d our 
argum e nts  about traffic conge s tion, pe de s trian s afe ty and 
th e  th re at to local inde pe nde nt re taile rs  s o w e  w e lcom e  
th e  planning com m itte e 's  de cis ion and are  ple as e d th at 
th e  councillors  appe ar to h ave  lis te ne d to our argum e nts . 
 But w e  s till h ave  a lot of w ork  to do to m ak e  s ure  th is  
application is  re fus e d and pe ople  s h ould continue  to s e nd 
in le tte rs  of obje ction."

Paul D'Am bra adde d:

"A big th ank  you to e ve ryone  w h o h as  w ritte n, e m aile d, 
atte nde d th e  s ite  vis it and th e  com m itte e  m e e tings . At th e  
s ite  vis it th e  ch air of th e  planning com m itte e  s aid th is  w as  
th e  large s t cam paign in obje ction to an application h e  h as  
s e e n."

Contact k e e pch orltoninte re s ting@ gm ail.com  for m ore  
de tails .
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2007 h as  be e n a bus y ye ar for th e  group, not only in te rm s  of th e  varie ty of 
cam paigns  th e  s ubgroups  h ave  be e n active ly w ork ing on, but als o for th e  group 
as  a w h ole . Earlie r in th e  ye ar w e  m ove d h ous e  and now  re s ide  at th e  Gre e n 
Fis h  Re s ource  Ce ntre  on Oldh am  Stre e t. Th e  m ove  h as  give n us  m ore  s pace  
for m e e tings , is  fully acce s s ible  and is  actually ch e ape r th an our pre vious  
location.

Group m e m be rs  h ave  als o h ad an opportunity to atte nd group confe re nce s  
acros s  th e  country. Th e  North  W e s t groups  ge t toge th e r in Pre s ton s aw  us  
de bate  th e  five  ye ar s trate gic plan for National FoE. Th e  North e rn Gath e ring in 
York  w as  als o a s ucce s s , w ith  w ork s h ops  aple nty and opportunitie s  to m e e t and 
s ocialis e  w ith  oth e r groups .

A fe w  m onth s  late r w e  w e re  off to Re ading for th e  annual Local Groups  
confe re nce . As  a group w e  contribute d th e  large s t num be r of de le gate s  
(narrow ly be ating Birm ingh am   FoE) and propos e d a controve rs ial m otion about 
w ork ing w ith  bus ine s s e s , w h ich  w as  pas s e d by confe re nce . W e  als o re ce ive d 
tw o Earth m ove rs  aw ard nom inations , th ough  w e  w e re  pippe d to th e  pos t by 
oth e r e xce lle nt e ntrie s .

On a local le ve l, th e  group h as  h e lpe d facilitate  s e ve ral training days  
including w ork ing w ith  younge r pe ople , th e  m e dia and com pute rs . 
Th e s e  e ve nts  w e re  not jus t re s tricte d to local group m e m be rs , and 
as  a re s ult oth e r cam paigne rs  from  acros s  Gre ate r Manch e s te r w e re  
able  to re ce ive  training on h ow  to us e  th e  m e dia e ffe ctive ly.

As  alw ays , w e  h ave  k e pt up an active  profile  in th e  local m e dia, w ith  
appe arance s  on radio, te le vis ion and in print th rough out th e  ye ar. 
All of our cam paigns  h ave  fe ature d in th e  m e dia during 2007, and 
w e  are  re gularly as k e d to give  inte rvie w s  on local radio and 
te le vis ion s h ow s .

Las t but not le as t, th e  group h as  k e pt a fairly 
active  s ocial cale ndar. Im prom ptu trips  to th e  
pub afte r m e e tings  h ave  of cours e  be e n a re gular 
e ve nt but m ore  form al outings  including a com e dy 
nigh t and th e  Go Ape  e xpe rie nce  h ave  h e lpe d 
k e e p a s m ile  on our face s  and our nos e  to th e  
cam paigning grinds tone !

be low : Manch e s te r FoE at FoE 
confe re nce  2007; m iddle : th e  Big 
As k  in Bolton; top: Critical Com m ute

2007
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clock w is e  from  top le ft: th e  Big As k  in As h ton; Sam  
on th e  Go Ape  trip; Grae m e  and Dave  give  th e  Love  
Your Bik e  re port to Cllr Ne il Sw annick ; th e  Big As k  in 
Middle ton; Prof Joh n W h ite le gg addre s s e s  trans port 
public m e e ting; Rach e l prom ote s  th e  Big As k  at our 
com e dy e ve ning.

2007
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Ne ctar
14 Victoria Road, H ale , 

Ch e s h ire
W A15 9 AD

0161 9 28 3000

•  Organic Produce

•  Local Produce

•  Natural Produce

•  GM Fre e

•  Fair Trade  Foods tuffs

For Everyth ing Good in Life

A range  of h ot and cold 
be ve rage s , s nack s  and ligh t 
m e als  including gre at tas ting 

h om e -m ade  s oups , jack e t 
potatoe s , s andw ich e s  and 

paninis .
All te a and coffe e  is  Fair Trade

All ingre die nts  are  e th ically s ource d 
from  s m all local com panie s .

No GM food, no additive s .

Low e r ground floor of th e  Triangle  
(th e  old Corn Exch ange ) on 

Exch ange  Sq uare , Corporation 
Stre e t, M14 3TR.

10%  discount on h ot drink s and m ain 
m eals for MFoE m em bers.

Independent
Financial Advice
w ith  an Eth ical

Focus

W ith  eth ical inve stm ent you can look  after your 
financial future  w h ile us ing com panie s  th at are  

eth ically and environm entally sound.

Contact us  today for advice  on ISAs , Bonds , 
Pe ns ions , Inh e ritance  Tax Planning, and 
Eth ical Stock brok ing Portfolio Se rvice s .

Financial and Eth ical Specialists for over 15 years
Th e GÆ IA Partners h ip, 1 Th e  Arcade ,

829  W ilm slow  Rd, M anch e ster, M 20 5W D
Tel: 0161 434 4681 Fax: 0161 445 8421
enquiry@ gaeia.co.uk   w w w .gaeia.co.uk

Th e GÆ IA Partners h ip is  auth oris ed and regulated by Th e  Financial 

Service s  Auth ority.  Th e  Financial Service s  Auth ority doe s  not regulate tax 

advice  and m ortgage s .
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W e s t Coas t Sun
Four w h e e ls , tw o pe ople  and a 
te nt do Scotland's  W e s t Coas t. 
Clive  e xplains .
According to w e ath e r s tatis tics , th e  w e s t coas t of Scotland 
is  th e  s unnie s t s pot in th e  UK at Eas te r w h ich  s old th e  
ide a of a tw o w e e k  cycling h oliday to Lady M, alth ough  
s h e  w as  a bit dubious  w h e n I m e ntione d cam ping. 

A one  w ay tick e t on th e  09 28 dire ct train from  Manch e s te r 
to Glas gow  w as  a bargain at £13 (including bik e ) and, 
once  th e  bik e s  w e re  on board and th e  pannie rs  s afe ly 
s tas h e d, w e  w e re  able  to s it back  in our re s e rve d s e ats  
and w atch  th e  s ce ne ry unfold.  No traffic jam s , no w rong 
turns , no s tre s s .  Th re e  and a h alf re laxing h ours  late r w e  
arrive d in th e  ce ntre  of Glas gow  from  w h e re  a s igne d 
cycle  path  le d us  w e s t to coas tal tow n of Ardros s an.  It 
w as  only s uppos e d to be  th irty m ile s  but LM m is re ad th e  
m ap and w e  arrive d in fading ligh t w h ich  m ade  finding th e  
B+ B e ve n m ore  difficult as  s h e  h ad forgotte n to bring its  
addre s s .  

Re s taurants  clos e  at 6pm  in Ardros s an s o w e  h ad a 
ce le bratory s h oal-of-h addock  fis h  s uppe r from  th e  local 
ch ippie  w h ich  w e  s m uggle d into our room .  Th e  ne xt 
m orning w e  caugh t th e  CalMac fe rry to Brodick  on th e  is le  
of Arran.  It is  pos s ible  to buy an ‘Is land H oppe r’ tick e t but 
w e  w ork e d out th at it w ould be  ch e ape r for us  to pay for 
individual journe ys  (all th e  fe rry tim e s  and price s  are  on 
th e  CalMac w e b s ite ).   A ch atty barm an told us  about h is  
favourite  cam ps ite  w h e re  h e  h ad s e e n otte rs  s o w e  
pitch e d up at Gle n Ros a farm  (£3 a nigh t, m y k ind of 
place ) for a couple  of days .  

Th e  vie w  of th e  m ountains  w as  s pe ctacular.  As  it w as  s till 
e arly in th e  day LM s ugge s te d w e  cycle  to Lam las h , a 

s ce nic coas tal village  w ith  s e ve ral te a s h ops .  Not w anting 
to face  th e  bus y road and s te e p h ill, LM s ugge s te d w e  go 
back  along th e  coas tal ‘bik e  trail’.  Tw o torture d h ours  late r 
w e  arrive d at th e  cam ps ite  afte r h aving dragge d our bik e s  
ove r boulde rs , s w am ps  and s and.  ‘At le as t w e  le ft th e  
pannie rs  in th e  te nt’, I s aid, trying to be  ch e e rful but for 
s om e  re as on th is  m ade  th ings  w ors e .  

Th e  ligh t w as  fading as  w e  trie d to build a fire  but w e  
couldn’t find e nough  dry w ood s o I h ad to fire  up m y pe trol 
s tove .  Unfortunate ly it w as n’t w ork ing e ve n afte r I s trippe d 
it dow n and cle ane d it by th e  ligh t of a h e adtorch .  W e  h ad 
to m ak e  do w ith  w ate r and bis cuits  for te a but LM w as  
pas t caring and com plaine d of h ypoth e rm ia in be tw e e n 
curs ing m e  for m ak ing h e r cam p.  I gave  h e r h alf m y 
s le e ping bag.  It w as  a long nigh t.  I look e d for otte rs  but it 
w as  probably to cold for th e m .  In th e  m orning th e re  w as  
fros t on th e  ground but th e  s un w as  s h ining.  LM h ad 
s urvive d.  It w as  going to be  a gre at day…

By th e  e nd of th e  h oliday LM w as  a conve rt to cycle  
touring as  long as  th e re  w as  a m ixture  of cam ping and 
B+ Bs .  W e  clim be d Goat Fe ll and th e  Paps  of Jura, got to 
k now  h alf th e  is land of Gigh a, including th e  e cce ntric 
ow ne r of Ach am ore  h ous e  w h e re  w e  s taye d for a fe w  days  
of luxury and be cam e  h is  firs t e ve r fe rry cus tom e rs .  W e  
cycle d (on our h ybrid bik e s ) to th e  e nd of th e  road on Jura 
from  w h e re  a fis h e rm an fe rrie d us  to Crinnan.  

W e  th e n cycle d 50 m ile s  in a ge ntle  rain to Oban.  On th e  
w ay w e  s toppe d in a cafe  for lunch .  Eve ry car drive r w h o 
cam e  in w as  m is e rable  and com plaine d about th e  
w e ath e r.  On our bik e s  th e  lands cape  unfolde d s low ly as  
w e  pe dalle d along q uie t lane s  e njoying th e  s m e ll of th e  
w e t pine s  and th e  m is t ove r Loch  Aw e .

I finally did s e e  otte rs .  Early one  m orning on Mull w e  w e re  
cycling along th e  coas t road s canning th e  s e a and th e re  
th e y w e re , a fam ily of 5 fe e ding in th e  k e lp.

I’m  going back  s oon, th e re  are  m any m ore  is lands  to 
e xplore .
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"Manchester Airport aiming to become 
carbon neutral is like a tobacconist 
shop becoming a smoke-free zone. The 
reality is that the carbon emissions 
from the flights it encourages dwarf 
those of its ground operations." 

Grae m e  Sh e rriff, Manch e s te r Eve ning Ne w s , 
15th  Nove m be r

"Manchester is just one of the many 
cities which will be seriously affected 
if we don't take action now. If the bill 
is going to work, it needs to include 
annual targets based on the latest 
science and count all emissions 
including those from international 
aviation and shipping."

Nick  Ge ym an, on Clim ate  ch ange , Manch e s te r 
Eve ning Ne w s , 15th  Octobe r

"Climate change is a threat not only to 
the homes of penguins and polar bears, 
but also to the homes of the millions of 
people around the world who are at risk 
from drought and flooding."

Le anne  Bird, dre s s e d as  a pe nguin, Salford 
Adve rtis e r, 21s t Se pte m be r

Saturday 8th : National Clim ate  March , London 
- as s e m ble  Millbank  (W e s tm ins te r Tube ) at 
noon, th e n m arch  to rally at 2:30pm  at th e  US 
e m bas s y. More  info at w w w .cam paigncc.org.

Tue s day 11th , 7pm : Pre s e ntation and Q& A on 
th e  future  of Manch e s te r's  w as te , Com m itte e  
Room  2, Tow n H all

W e dne s day 12th , 6pm  (5:30 re gis tration): Info 
s e s s ion for com m unity groups  on th e  Local 
De ve lopm e nt Fram e w ork  w ith  NW  Planning 
Aid and Sus tainable  Ne igh bourh oods  Pool, 
Me ch anics  Ins titute , Prince s s  St. 

Tue s day 15th , 6.45 for 7.15pm : Full Group Mtg, 
Gre e n Fis h  Re s ource  Ce ntre , Oldh am  St

Tue s day 22nd, 7pm : Clim ate  s ubgroup m tg, 
Gre e n Fis h  Re s ource  Ce ntre , Oldh am  St

W e dne s day 30th , 7pm : Cam paigns  Me e ting, 
Gre e n Fis h  Re s ource  Ce ntre , Oldh am  St

Critical Com m ute  tak e s  place  on th e  las t 
Friday of e ve ry m onth  (e xce pt for De ce m be r). 
Com m ute rs  m e e t at 8am  w ith  th e ir bik e s  at 
Ch orlton Gre e n, W ith ington Library, 
Le ve ns h ulm e  Station and Pre s tw ich  (w h e re  
Bury Ne w  Road and Sch ole s  Lane  m e e t), and 
ride  toge th e r to Albe rt Sq uare . Th e  ide a is  to 
h ave  fun, re m ind drive rs  th at cycling is  a gre at 
w ay to ge t to w ork , and to give  a ch ance  for 
pe ople  ne w  to cycling to do a journe y w ith  a 
lik e -m inde d and s upportive  group of pe ople . 
More  info at w w w .love yourbik e .org.

As  w e ll as  full group m e e tings  on th e  2nd 
Tue s day of th e  m onth , w e  als o h old m onth ly 
cam paign s ub-group m e e tings  at 7pm  in th e  
Gre e n Fis h  Re s ource  Ce ntre :

3rd Tue s day: Clim ate

4th  W e dne s day: Trans port &  aviation, trade  &  
corporate s , food, w as te  &  re cycling

Ple as e  ch e ck  our w e bs ite  for th e  late s t de tails : 
w w w .m anch e s te rfoe .org.uk .

De ce m be r 2007

critical com m ute

Saturday 2nd, 11am -5pm : NW  Local Groups  
Ge t-Toge th e r, St W ilfrid's  Ch urch , Pre s ton

Tue s day 12th , 7.15pm : Manch e s te r Clim ate  
Forum  h os ts  "Bali and Be yond - w h at to DO in 
2008 - th e  Global and th e  Local collide !", 
Frie nds  Me e ting H ous e

Ge t Active !
W e  h old full group m e e tings  at 6.45pm  for 7pm  on th e  2nd Tue s day 
of e ach  m onth  in th e  Gre e n Fis h  Re s ource  Ce ntre . W e  als o h old 
cam paign s ub-group m e e tings  th rough out th e  m onth  - ple as e  
ch e ck  our w e bs ite  (w w w .m anch e s te rfoe .org.uk ) for de tails .

Addre s s :  Gre e n Fis h  Re s ource  Ce ntre , 46-50 Oldh am  Stre e t, 
Manch e s te r M4 1LE 

Te le ph one :  0161 234 29 74 (m e s s age s  only)

Em ail:  office @ m anch e s te rfoe .org.uk

Ple as e  s e e  ins ide  front cove r for de tails  of m e m be rs h ip.
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