
Manchester Friends of the Earth 
Greater Manchester Climate Action Companion Guide 
 
Introduction 
Friends of the Earth have produced a Climate Action Plan for councils. It covers 50 steps                
your local authority can take to tackle the climate emergency and restore nature, and looks               
at key areas like transport, power, buildings and land-use. This companion guide shows             
how the Climate Action Plan for councils applies to the Greater Manchester context,             
analysing what the Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) has already          
committed to do and identifying where there’s scope for going further.  
 
This companion guide should be read alongside Friends of the Earth’s Climate Action Plan for 
councils. 
 
What’s the situation in Greater Manchester? 
Greater Manchester Combined Authority has committed the city-region to becoming carbon neutral by 2038 
and meeting science-based carbon budgets that comply with international commitments. At the Greater 
Manchester Mayor’s Green Summit on 25 March 2019, the Greater Manchester Combined Authority launched 
their 5 Year Environment Plan, which sets out what needs to be done over the next five years to get on the 
pathway to carbon-neutrality.  
 
The Greater Manchester Climate Action Network (GM-CAN), a coalition of local climate activist groups 
responded to the 5 Year Environment Plan with a series of steps summed up as ‘Do more, faster.’  
 
Greater Manchester (GM) is made up of 10 local authorities: Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, 
Salford, Stockport, Tameside, Trafford and Wigan. Local authorities have an important role to play in delivering 
carbon emission reductions, particularly in transport but also in other areas such as buildings and waste 
management. Because action on climate change brings many co-benefits it is also important in addressing 
other areas of public concern, such as public health. Most local authorities are doing far too little on climate 
change and some are even making decisions that will increase emissions in the future (e.g. investing in airport 
expansion, promoting new road schemes).  
 
To date, all of the ten GM local authorities - with the exception of Tameside - have declared a climate 
emergency. This is a positive step, but after the climate emergency motions have been passed the hard work 
begins. You can find out what your council committed to in their Climate Emergency motion here.  
 
This companion guide - which goes alongside FoE’s Climate Action Plan for councils - aims to provide 
a useful framework for starting discussions with your local councillors about the urgent changes that 
need to be introduced. This guide looks at GM-wide commitments only, so when engaging with your local 
authority we recommend you also refer to local strategies and your area’s Local Plan.  
 
To help with this, Friends of the Earth have also analysed how well each local authority area is doing to meet 
the climate emergency challenge and made a series of recommended targets for individual councils, in line 
with the Climate Action Plan for councils. Find out how climate-friendly your local area is here.  
 
 
 

https://takeclimateaction.uk/climate-action/get-your-council-adopt-climate-action-plan
https://takeclimateaction.uk/climate-action/get-your-council-adopt-climate-action-plan
https://takeclimateaction.uk/climate-action/get-your-council-adopt-climate-action-plan
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/
https://www.manchesterfoe.org.uk/blog/2019/03/24/our-green-summit-2019-response-do-more-faster/
https://www.manchesterfoe.org.uk/blog/2019/09/01/climate-emergency-motions-declared-by-7-of-the-10-greater-manchester-councils/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v3dT9Lezbet9VGMWtKfb0HUf-IVdnDVDAG9Cuf12x1c/edit#heading=h.iknqyr924rad
https://takeclimateaction.uk/climate-action/get-your-council-adopt-climate-action-plan
https://takeclimateaction.uk/climate-action/how-climate-friendly-your-area-enter-your-postcode-see-results-your-community


 
 
Help us keep this companion guide up to date! 
Things can change rapidly, with new strategies and action plans being created and new ideas and best 
practice examples unfolding. If you’re aware of any strategic developments or Greater Manchester 
local-authority led commitments or initiatives that aren’t reflected in this guide please let us know! 
Email: office@manchesterfoe.org.uk 
 
How does the GM 5 Year Environment Plan compare with FoE’s Climate Action Plan for councils?  
Where is there scope to go further?  
 

FoE Climate Action Plan for councils section: 
Putting our climate at the heart of decision-making 
Our goal is to ensure that our climate and nature restoration goals are front and centre in all decision-making 
and investments, and inclusive engagement with citizens ensures that the changes made are sustainable. 

Climate Action Plan for councils 
commitments  

Commitments in GM 5 Year 
Environment Plan and other 
relevant GM strategies 

Going further / best practice 
elsewhere 

1. Require councillors to identify 
whether the recommendations put 
to them would help or hinder 
climate, air pollution and nature 
plans. 

N/a (not within the remit of GMCA) Wales: Well-being of Future 
Generations Act. 

2. Identify both a councillor at 
cabinet level and a lead officer as 
Climate and Nature Champions 
who are required to publish a 
bi-annual independent and audited 
report to the public on progress in 
meeting climate change and 
nature targets 

Andrew Western, Trafford Council 
leader has been nominated by 
Greater Manchester Combined 
Authority as the lead on Climate 
and Air Quality. 

A number of local authorities, 
including Salford and Manchester, 
are offering Carbon Literacy 
training to staff and councillors. 

3. Use additional decision-making 
approaches for complicated or 
contentious choices (such as 
representative Citizen 
Assemblies/Citizen’s Juries, 
participatory mapping and 
budgeting, etc) 

  

4. Set interim and measurable 
targets for [council name] to 
achieve net zero greenhouse 
reductions and meet nature 
restoration goals.  

GMCA has adopted a carbon 
budget recommended by the 
Tyndall Centre with targets to 
reduce emissions by 15% per 
annum and reach net zero by 
2038. 

 

5. Align all [council name] 
statutory and non-statutory plans, 

  

https://futuregenerations.wales/about-us/future-generations-act/
https://futuregenerations.wales/about-us/future-generations-act/
https://carbonliteracy.com/
https://carbonliteracy.com/
https://www.research.manchester.ac.uk/portal/files/83000155/Tyndall_Quantifying_Paris_for_Manchester_Report_FINAL_PUBLISHED_rev1.pdf
https://www.research.manchester.ac.uk/portal/files/83000155/Tyndall_Quantifying_Paris_for_Manchester_Report_FINAL_PUBLISHED_rev1.pdf


policies and guidance with 
respective carbon reduction 
pathways and nature restoration 
plans, including procurement. 

6. Review and improve how we 
involve citizens in our existing 
decision-making processes. 

  

 
 

FoE Climate Action Plan for councils section: 
Raising money 
Our goal is to have sufficient resource to invest in the changes needed to restore nature and meet climate 
goals, so that [local authority area name] can reap the dividends and deliver our fair share of greenhouse 
gas reductions. 

Climate Action Plan for councils 
commitments  

Commitments in GM 5 Year 
Environment Plan and other 
relevant GM strategies 

Going further / best practice 
elsewhere 

7. Introduce a workplace car 
parking levy and/or similar 
initiative to fund sustainable 
transport. 

Not included in 5 Year 
Environment Plan. 
 
 

See Nottingham. 
 
Manchester City Centre 
businesses and some of the City 
Centre car parking fees contribute 
to funding for the free electric bus 
service. 

8. Raise money from the UK 
Municipal Bonds Agency for low 
carbon infrastructure. 

No mention of Municipal Bonds 
Agency.  
 
5 Year Environment Plan: 
“Develop, with Greater 
Manchester, innovative finance 
and delivery mechanisms to 
retrofit homes and commercial 
buildings.” 

 

9. Use legal and planning 
mechanisms such as Section 106 
agreements, Community 
Infrastructure Levy and other 
mechanisms to fund climate 
actions and nature restoration 
projects 

Nothing on Section 106 or 
Community Infrastructure Levy 
 
5 Year Environment Plan: 
See section 5.3.2 Taking new 
approaches to finance and 
funding. To support this, Greater 
Manchester and government will 
need to identify, develop and 
implement new long-term 
sustainable funding models for 
infrastructure needed to drive 
inclusive growth and address the 
problems of long term sustainable 

See Swindon Council - share 
offers for Solar PV farms. 
 
Manchester Friends of the Earth 
suggest introducing a departure 
tax of £5 per person at 
Manchester Airport would 
generate over £100 million per 
year based on current passenger 
numbers.  

https://www.ukmba.org/
https://www.ukmba.org/


infrastructure. 

10. Implement licensing of the 
private rented sector to cover 
enforcement costs of minimum 
energy efficiency standards. 
 

As part of its development of a 
Housing Strategy, GMCA and LAs 
will launch a major new drive to 
raise standards in the private 
rented sector, including the 
development of a Greater 
Manchester Good Landlord 
standard. 

See Newham Council. “Properties 
should be energy efficient with 
consideration given to total energy 
use, carbon dioxide emissions and 
likely energy performance…”. 
(Guidance on Accommodation 
Standards, page 2) 

The 5 Year Environment Plan Exec Summary also includes the following commitments to fund investment in 
the natural environment: 

- Support the development of a Greater Manchester Environment Fund. 
- Support the implementation of the Natural Capital Investment Plan (subject to approval) to increase 

private sources of funding.  
- Launch a programme of innovative funding mechanisms to deliver increased investment in 

nature-based adaptation solutions (subject to approval). 

 
 

FoE Climate Action Plan for councils section: 
Protect the most vulnerable 
Our goal is to ensure that those most vulnerable to the effects of climate change are properly supported and 
protected. 

Climate Action Plan for councils 
commitments  

Commitments in GM 5 Year 
Environment Plan and other 
relevant GM strategies 

Going further / best practice 
elsewhere 

11. Identify the most vulnerable 
people in the areas most at risk of 
flooding and high heat levels and 
target adaptation policies, actions 
and spending to these areas. 

No specific mention in the 5 Year 
Environment Plan. 

 

12. Ensure that voices of the most 
vulnerable communities are also 
represented in council 
decision-making and 
council-citizen deliberations. 

No specific mention in the 5 Year 
Environment Plan. 

Education and training for people 
too young to vote. See Climate 
Ready Classrooms initiative 
(Scotland) 

The 5 Year Environment Plan Exec Summary includes the following statement, but there are no specific 
commitments linked to this: 
“Implementing this plan will also allow us to address health inequalities and do our part to promote 
intergenerational equity.  
Wherever possible, this plan must interlink with prevention and health improvement efforts across Greater 
Manchester through LA public health teams, Public Health England and the Greater Manchester Health and 
Social Care Partnership. Efforts must be focused on addressing health inequalities such as the difference in 
life expectancy between communities. Low income communities are amongst those groups that are more 
affected by air pollution, whilst other environmental factors such as access to green space and the quality 
and warmth of housing also have a significant bearing on health.” 

 

https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/Services/Private-rented-property-licensing.aspx
https://www.newham.gov.uk/Documents/Housing/GuidanceOnAccomodationStandards.pdf
https://www.newham.gov.uk/Documents/Housing/GuidanceOnAccomodationStandards.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/news/action-to-address-climate-emergency/
https://www.gov.scot/news/action-to-address-climate-emergency/


 

FoE Climate Action Plan Section 
Buildings 
Our goal is to ensure all homes are well insulated to minimum EPC C level and eradicate fuel poverty as fast 
as possible, and make a proportional contribution to the 1 million eco-heating heat pumps that need to be 
fitted in the UK each year. 

5 Year Environment Plan sections / GM context 
There are 3 priorities in the ‘Our homes, workplaces and public buildings’ section 

1) Reducing the heat demand from existing homes focusing on initiating a fundamental shift in whole 
house retrofit by retrofitting homes by 2024.  

2) Reducing the heat demand from existing commercial buildings. 
3) Reducing the heat demand in new buildings.  

Climate Action Plan for councils 
commitments  

Commitments in GM 5 Year 
Environment Plan and other 
relevant GM strategies 

Going further / best practice 
elsewhere 

13. Retrofit council-owned 
properties with high levels of 
insulation. 

The GM 5 Year Environment Plan 
does not contain such a specific 
commitment but includes the aim 
to “Develop a GM retrofit 
partnership/ accelerator to tackle 
sector development/ skills and 
access to finance/ capacity.” 
 
The GM Buildings Retrofit Plan is 
only available online in draft form. 

 

14. Help energy companies target 
fuel poor or vulnerable households 
with energy efficiency measures. 

The GM 5 Year Environment Plan 
does not contain such a specific 
commitment. 

 

15. Enforce minimum energy 
efficiency standards in the private 
rented sector. 

The GM 5 Year Environment Plan 
does not contain this specific 
commitment but includes the aim 
to “Launch a major new drive to 
raise standards in the private 
rented sector, including the 
development of a GM Good 
Landlord scheme.” 

 

16. Require higher standards than 
current national standards for 
privately built new homes. 

Greater Manchester have 
proposed a zero-carbon building 
standard by 2028. 

 

17. Enforce building standards. Note: This is the responsibility of 
each of the 10 GM local 
Authorities. It is not within the 
power of GMCA.  

 

18. Require homes built on council 
land to be extremely energy 

 The Goldsmith Street 
development in Norwich, which 

http://urbed.coop/sites/default/files/GM_%20Low%20Carbon%20Housing_Retrofit_DiscussionDraft.pdf


efficient, using the Passivhaus 
standard or similar. 

won the RIBA Stirling Prize 2019, 
is an example of a council housing 
project built to Passivhaus 
standard. 

19. Develop a heating and energy 
efficiency strategy for the area. 

The GM Smart Energy Plan 
details potential options but lacks 
clear commitments to targets.  

 

The GM 5 Year Environment Plan also includes plans to “Investigate encouraging greater energy efficiency 
through council tax and business rates and other financial vehicles.” 

 
 

FoE Climate Action Plan for councils section: 
Transport 
Our goal is to reduce air pollution to meet World Health Organisation levels, match European best practice in 
the use of buses, cycling and walking, and ensure all vehicles are zero emission. 

5 Year Environment Plan sections / GM context 
There are five priorities in the ‘Our transport and travel’ section: 

1) Increasing use of public transport and active travel modes. 
2) Phasing out of fossil-fuelled private vehicles and replacing them with zero emission (tailpipe) 

alternatives. 
3) Tackling the most polluting vehicles on our roads. 
4) Establishing a zero emissions bus fleet. 
5) Decarbonising freight transport and shifting freight to rail and water transport.  

Climate Action Plan for councils 
commitments  

Commitments in GM 5 Year 
Environment Plan and other 
relevant GM strategies 

Going further / best practice 
elsewhere 

20. Enable the rapid shift to 
electric vehicles by installing 
Electric Vehicle (EV) charging 
points. 
 

5 Year Environment Plan: 
“Expanding and promoting the city 
region’s Electric Vehicle charging 
network and aim to complete the 
businesses case for further 
expansion.” 
 
The GM System Smart Energy 
Plan has the goal of “Up to 
200,000 low carbon vehicles by 
2024.”  
TFGM plans to install a minimum 
of 24 dual point rapid chargers by 
September 2019.  

Examples: 
Southwark lamppost EV chargers  
Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea. 
 
Knowsley: Proposals for new 
housing developments should 
incorporate electric vehicle 
charging points to facilitate the use 
of electric vehicles, in accordance 
with Local Plan Core Strategy 
policies CS2, CS7 and CS27, and 
paragraph 110 of the NPPF.  
 

21. Prioritise transport investment 
into cycling, walking, trams and 
public transport, such as electric 
buses. 

5 Year Environment Plan, P35: 
“GMCA, LAs and TfGM will 
implement the 2040 Transport 
Strategy Delivery Plan.  In the next 
5 years, this will include delivering 
the Mayor’s Challenge Fund for 

 

https://www.architecture.com/awards-and-competitions-landing-page/awards/riba-stirling-prize
https://es.catapult.org.uk/news/smart-energy-plan-greater-manchester-combined-authority/
https://es.catapult.org.uk/news/smart-energy-plan-greater-manchester-combined-authority/
https://es.catapult.org.uk/news/smart-energy-plan-greater-manchester-combined-authority/
https://es.catapult.org.uk/news/smart-energy-plan-greater-manchester-combined-authority/
https://www.driving.co.uk/news/lamp-post-powered-electric-car-charging-points-arrive-london/
https://www.zap-map.com/london-borough-switches-on-lamp-post-chargers/
https://www.zap-map.com/london-borough-switches-on-lamp-post-chargers/
https://www.knowsley.gov.uk/knowsleycouncil/media/Documents/Appendix-A-Supplementary-Planning-Document-new-res.pdf


walking and cycling, transforming 
cycling and walking infrastructure 
to encourage people to make 
walking and cycling their natural 
choice for short journeys.” 

22. Put in place Clean Air Zones, 
with charging if needed. 
 
 

5 Year Environment Plan refers to 
the GM Clean Air Plan, which 
originally proposed a Clean Air 
Zone covering taxis, HGVs, buses 
and coaches (CAZ B) from 2021, 
and including vans and minibuses 
(CAZ C) from 2023. Following a 
Ministerial Directive GM is now 
required to introduce a CAZ C by 
2021. 

Birmingham plans to introduce a 
CAZ D (which also includes 
private cars) in 2020.  

23. Reduce car use through 
measures such as promoting 
car-sharing, re-regulating bus 
services and constraining road 
space 

5 Year Environment Plan includes 
a note to businesses and 
residents about considering 
car-sharing but there is no clear 
resource commitment to help this 
to happen. 
 
Road space: no mention 
 
5 Year Environment Plan, P35: 
“The Delivery Plan also includes 
implementing a “Streets for All” 
approach to street design and 
management, creating streets 
where the movement needs of all 
modes of transport are balanced 
with the need for safer walking 
and cycling facilities, better public 
transport and a more attractive 
and less polluted environment.” 
 
GMCA website: “Greater 
Manchester is gearing up to be the 
first city-region in the UK to hold a 
public consultation on the 
introduction of a bus franchising 
scheme, using powers available 
under the Bus Services Act 2017.” 

 

24. Require all taxis to be electric 
through licensing 

No specific mention of taxis in 5 
Year Environment Plan. 

 

25. Deliver a rapid transition of the 
council’s own fleet to electric. 

GMCA, LAs and TfGM will procure 
zero emission (tailpipe) cars/vans 
where suitable and cost effective 
when they come to replace 

 

http://www.gmcameetings.co.uk/download/downloads/id/228/greater_manchester_air_quality_action_plan_2016-21.pdf
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/news/greater-manchester-reaches-key-milestone-in-reform-of-bus-market/


existing fleet and will keep under 
review the options for other types 
of vehicles. 

26. Require deliveries to the 
council to be by electric vehicles. 

  

27. Introduce differential charges 
for parking permits or other car 
related charges. 

  

28. Reduce the need to own and 
use a car through managing 
developments in the local plan. 

Objective 7 and Policy GM-C 1 of 
the GM Spatial Framework 2019 
draft refer to promoting 
sustainable patterns of 
development that minimise the 
need to travel. 

 

 
 

FoE Climate Action Plan for councils section: 
Power 
Our goal is to enable and support the growth and use of green energy, ensure energy is not wasted, and 
prevent the development of new fossil fuel extraction. 

5 Year Environment Plan sections / GM context 
The 5 Year Environment Plan has three key priorities for ‘Energy supply’: 

1) Increasing local renewable electricity generation. 
2) Decarbonising how we heat our buildings. 
3) Increasing the diversity and flexibility of our electricity supply.  

Climate Action Plan for councils 
commitments  

Commitments in GM 5 Year 
Environment Plan and other 
relevant GM strategies 

Going further / best practice 
elsewhere 

29. Identify areas suitable for 
renewable energy in the local 
plan. 

Nothing specific in 5 Year 
Environment Plan but other 
commitments touch on this: 
“Seek funding to roll out Local 
Area Energy Planning across GM 
to identify which heating solutions 
are best suited to which areas of 
the city-region.” 
 
“Will complete a full assessment of 
the potential of our assets for 
renewable energy and develop 
these assets (where financially 
viable) by the end of 2021.”  

 

30. Switch street lighting to 
well-designed and well directed 
LED lights 

No mention in 5 Year Environment 
Plan. 

Manchester, Salford and Trafford 
have installed LED street lights  

https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/housing/greater-manchester-spatial-framework/
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/housing/greater-manchester-spatial-framework/


31. Reduce energy used by the 
local authority in its own estate. 

5 Year Environment Plan:  
“When replacing heating systems 
in buildings, will install low carbon 
alternatives where viable, seeking 
to avoid carbon intensive 
technologies (gas, coal, oil).”  
 
“Will procure renewable energy 
tariffs (from GM sources if 
possible) when they are next 
procured.” 

 

32. Require the integration of 
renewable energy such as solar 
thermal, PV or heat pumps in local 
authority developments and, as 
much as possible, within private 
sector developments. 

5 Year Environment Plan:  
“Require 20% of renewable 
energy generation at new 
developments.” 
“Identify “Heat and Energy 
Network Opportunities” and 
require an assessment of the 
viability of connecting new 
developments to a heat network 
within these areas.”  
“Examine the potential to establish 
a GM collective solar PV/ battery 
purchase to drive up residential 
uptake.”  
 
Draft GMSF, policy GM-S 2, point 
8: “An expectation that new 
development will … achieve a 
minimum 20% reduction in carbon 
emissions … through the use of 
on site or nearby renewable and / 
or low carbon technologies” 

 

33. Support the development of 
renewable energy and energy 
storage. 

5 Year Environment Plan:  
“Establish an investment vehicle to 
develop assets for renewable 
energy and deliver renewable 
energy generation on estate.”  
 
Draft GMSF, policy GM-S 2, point 
4: “Taking a positive approach to 
renewable and low carbon energy 
schemes” 

 

34. Oppose fracking and other 
fossil fuel extraction, and where 
opposition on fracking has been 
overturned, support peaceful 
protest. 

In Jan 2019, GM Mayor Andy 
Burnham announced all of the 
region’s 10 councils will implement 
planning policies which create a 
“presumption” against drilling for 

  

https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/greater-manchester-ban-fracking-shill-gas-drilling-andy-burnham-a8712396.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/greater-manchester-ban-fracking-shill-gas-drilling-andy-burnham-a8712396.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/greater-manchester-ban-fracking-shill-gas-drilling-andy-burnham-a8712396.html


shale gas (‘fracking’) in their 
areas. 
 
Draft GMSF, 1.23: “A key element 
of this is to ... keep fossil fuels in 
the ground. At this time therefore 
Greater Manchester authorities 
will not support fracking.” 
 
Draft GMSF, 5.12: “It is therefore 
considered prudent to not exploit 
new sources of hydrocarbons and 
keep fossil fuels in the ground so 
at this point in time Greater 
Manchester will not support 
hydraulic fracturing (fracking).” 

35. Divest from fossil fuels and 
invest in renewable energy 
projects. 

The GM Pension Fund is the 
largest local authority pension 
fund in the UK, with the most 
(around £2 billion) invested in 
fossil fuels.  It has so far only 
committed to move a small 
proportion of its indirect 
investments into a low-carbon 
fund. 

 

Other commitments not covered above: 
5 Year Environment Plan:  
- Convene key partners (industry, academia and utility providers) with a view to them leading the 
development of a hydrogen strategy for GM.  
- Electricity North West - lead the transition to a “Smart Grid” to help optimise both the generation and use of 
electricity and facilitate local trading of electricity. 
 
GM Smart Energy Plan: 
This plan sets out the following goals for 2024:  

- Generation and storage – 45 MW of additional generation by 2024;  
- Decarbonisation of heat – 10.2 TWh of low carbon heat by 2024;  
- Low carbon transport – Up to 200,000 low carbon vehicles by 2024; and  
- Diversity and flexibility – 45 MW of diverse / flexible energy load by 2024 

 
 

FoE Climate Action Plan for councils section: 
Waste 
Our goal is to be a zero waste area where all waste is minimised, recycled or reused as part of a circular 
economy approach. 

5 Year Environment Plan sections / GM context 
GM’s aim for sustainable consumption and production is “To put us on the path to being a circular economy, 
recycling 65% of our municipal waste by 2035 and reducing the amount of waste we produce.” 
This is split into four priorities: 

https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/greater-manchester-ban-fracking-shill-gas-drilling-andy-burnham-a8712396.html


1) Producing goods and services more sustainably, moving to a circular economy. 
2) Becoming more responsible consumers. 
3) Managing our waste as sustainably as possible. 
4) Reducing unnecessary food waste.  

Climate Action Plan for councils 
commitments  

Commitments in GM 5 Year 
Environment Plan and other 
relevant GM strategies 

Going further / best practice 
elsewhere 

36. Send zero waste to landfill or 
incineration. 

5 Year Environment Plan:  
“Explore ways to support 
innovation that will help us 
transition to a circular economy.”  
 
“Develop and consult on a Zero 
Waste Strategy to set out our 
approach to becoming a zero 
waste city region.”  
 
Because elements of the 
‘Resources and Waste Strategy 
for England - Our Waste, Our 
Resources’ are being consulted 
on, the Greater Manchester Waste 
and Recycling Committee have 
decided to delay the development 
of the GMCA Waste Strategy. All 
of the GM local authorities are part 
of this committee, with the 
exception of Wigan. 
 
The Recycle for Greater 
Manchester Communications and 
Behaviour Change Delivery Plan 
2019/20 aims to “Increase 
recycling at the Household Waste 
Recycling Centres to 42.4% 
(average across 20 sites by 
2019/20).” 

The Freiberg Cup 
 
Wales has committed to reducing 
waste by 70% by 2025. 

37. Use food waste according to 
the food waste hierarchy of 
prevent, reuse, recycle, and 
ensure remaining non-recyclable 
biodegradable waste to generate 
biogas. 

5 Year Environment Plan:  
“Produce a roadmap and future 
food strategy, which will set out a 
pathway and priorities for our food 
system.”  

 

38. Adopt circular economy waste 
policies in relevant plans and 
contracts 

5 Year Environment Plan:  
“Embed environmental 
sustainability criteria in social 
value procurement mechanisms.”  
 
“Provide Carbon Literacy for all 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/resources-and-waste-strategy-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/resources-and-waste-strategy-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/resources-and-waste-strategy-for-england
https://democracy.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/documents/s1198/09%20Minutes%20GM%20Waste%20Recycling%2018%20July%202019%20Final.pdf
https://democracy.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/documents/s1198/09%20Minutes%20GM%20Waste%20Recycling%2018%20July%202019%20Final.pdf
https://recycleforgreatermanchester.com/about/
https://democracy.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=3525
https://democracy.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=3525
https://democracy.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=3525
https://democracy.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=3525
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/12/germany-has-come-up-with-the-best-solution-to-single-use-coffee-cups


staff involved in procuring 
activities.”  

39. Promote community sharing 
and reuse 

No mention in 5 Year Environment 
Plan, other than advice to 
residents to “Look at alternatives 
to purchasing large items such as 
lease agreements or take-back 
schemes.” 

 

40. Ban the use of single-use 
plastic in council offices and 
premises. 

Aim to eradicate avoidable single 
use plastic on the public estate.  
 
Continue to develop the Plastic 
Free GM campaign, including 
launching a roadmap and Plastic 
Pact for the public sector.  

Manchester City Football Club  
introduced a stadium-wide 
returnable cup scheme in Aug 
2019 that it estimates will help to 
remove 29,000 single-use plastic 
cups per match on average. 

 
 

FoE Climate Action Plan for councils section: 
Influencing others 
Our goal is to encourage and support other entities with their contribution to the fight against the climate 
emergency. 

5 Year Environment Plan sections / GM context 

Climate Action Plan for councils 
commitments  

Commitments in GM 5 Year 
Environment Plan and other 
relevant GM strategies 

Going further / best practice 
elsewhere 

41. Ensure the Sub-national 
Transport Body strategy is in-line 
with carbon budgets. 

5 Year Environment Plan, P31: 
“The 5 Year Environment Plan has 
been developed in conjunction 
with that [Transport Strategy 2040 
Draft] Delivery Plan.  Reporting on 
the progress of this 5 Year 
Environment Plan will also be 
aligned with the final Delivery 
Plan…” 

 

42. Use council memberships of 
Local Enterprise Partnerships to 
ensure all their decisions are 
in-line with the climate reduction 
pathway and nature restoration 
plans. 

  

43. Provide particular support to 
SME businesses to access funds 
and expertise for reducing carbon 
pollution. 

5 Year Environment Plan, P52: A 
Greater Manchester Sustainable 
Business Partnership  has recently 
been convened to start to look at 
collaboration opportunities within 

 

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/plastics/cup-football-clubs-urged-move-returnable-drinks-containers


Greater Manchester in this and 
other areas. 
 
The Business Growth Hub 
provides support to SMEs in 
Greater Manchester. 

44. Use influence with schools and 
others to ensure that meals are 
delivered in accordance with the 
official Eatwell Guide on healthy 
eating and the majority of options 
on menus are healthy and 
plant-based, with less and better 
meat. 

  

 
 

FoE Climate Action Plan for councils section: 
Land-use 
Our goal is to restore nature to help drawdown carbon pollution from the atmosphere and to ensure 
everyone has access to nature in nearby green spaces. 
 

5 Year Environment Plan sections / GM context 
Includes a set of 5 commitments around ‘Our natural environment’: 

1) Managing our land sustainably, including planting 1m trees by 2024. 
2) Managing our water and its environment sustainably. 
3) Achieving a net gain in biodiversity for new development. 
4) Increasing investment into our natural environment. 
5) Increasing engagement with our natural environment. 

Climate Action Plan for councils 
commitments  

Commitments in GM 5 Year 
Environment Plan and other 
relevant GM strategies 

Going further / best practice 
elsewhere 

45. Double tree cover on 
council-owned land, update local 
planning strategies to double tree 
cover across the Local Authority 
area, and ensure existing trees 
are properly protected in order to 
store carbon, support nature, 
improve soils and water quality, 
and aid flood protection and urban 
design. 

5 Year Environment Plan, P61: 
Priority 1 - Managing our land 
sustainably, including planting 1m 
trees by 2024. 
 
5 Year Environment Plan Exec 
Summary: Priority 1 - Plant 3m 
trees by 2035 and a further 1-2m 
by 2050.  

 

46. Protect existing local green 
spaces, green belt and locally 
designated nature sites. 

5 Year Environment Plan, P66: 
GMCA and LAs will support the 
delivery of biodiversity net gain 
through the Greater Manchester 
Spatial Framework. 

 

https://www.businessgrowthhub.com/services/support/sustainability


47. Manage council-owned land 
and road verges to increase 
biodiversity and drawdown carbon 
pollution, including through 
reduced pesticide use and 
increased planting of wildflowers. 

 Trafford council pledge 
 

48. Develop new quality green 
spaces in areas where they don’t 
exist, particularly in 
neighbourhoods where people are 
particularly vulnerable to 
heatwaves and/or are deprived of 
nature. 

  

49. Produce a nature and 
ecosystem restoration plan to 
reverse and restore habitats and 
species and ecosystem quality 
and function. 

5 Year Environment Plan, P63: 
GMCA and LAs will support 
peatland restoration approaches 
and provide a clear framework for 
approach and delivery as part of 
the development of a Resilience 
Strategy. 
 
5 Year Environment Plan Exec 
Summary: Priority 1 - Restore 
50-75% of our peatlands.  

 

5 Year Environment Plan, P67: GMCA and LAs will support the development of a Greater Manchester 
Environment Fund to increase sources of investment in the natural environment. 
5 Year Environment Plan, P67: GMCA and LAs will support the implementation of the Natural Capital 
Investment Plan to increase private sector and alternative sources of funding for a range of natural capital 
projects. 
5 Year Environment Plan Exec Summary: Support the delivery of a biodiversity net gain approach in new 
development.  

 
 

FoE Climate Action Plan for councils section: 
Campaigning 
Our goal is to make our voice heard by the national government and secure increased devolution to local 
level and increase democratic control. 

Climate Action Plan for councils 
commitments  

Commitments in GM 5 Year 
Environment Plan and other 
relevant GM strategies 

Going further / best practice 
elsewhere 

50. Work with other local 
authorities and allies to secure 
more regulatory powers, 
fundraising powers and finance to 
deliver on our aspirations (for 
example, as those identified by 
Friends of the Earth), and join 

5 Year Environment Plan, P5: 
“Government has some of the 
most powerful levers - fiscal and 
legislative - to drive the 
transformational change we need. 
Our Local Industrial Strategy will 
set out how we will work with 

 

https://www.pan-uk.org/pesticide-free-towns-campaign-gains-momentum/
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/economy/greater-manchesters-local-industrial-strategy/


forces with others to push for a 
national climate action plan that is 
commensurate with the climate 
and nature emergency. 

government to implement our 
clean growth ambitions.” 

 
 
 


