
Manchester

Did you know Britain is one of the 
least wooded countries in Europe?

Find out inside how you can make our region greener, 

with practical tips from Manchester Friends of the Earth

MORE TREES PLEASE
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We all need more trees

Wherever you live, trees have many benefits. 

•  In our city centres, trees help absorb air pollutants and cool 

the air in heatwaves. 

•  In our suburbs, trees enhance the value of open spaces for 

exercise and recreation, improving our physical and mental 

health. 

•  In our countryside, trees retain moisture in the soil and thus 

reduce the risk of both grass fires and floods. 

These are all important reasons for planting more trees in Greater 

Manchester.

Our need for trees is urgent

As well as reducing our carbon emissions, we also need to absorb 

some of the carbon already in the atmosphere, and one of the 
most effective ways of doing this is planting trees.

But we don’t have enough trees!

If all the European countries are ranked in terms of their tree cover, 

the UK comes in fourth from bottom with a mere 11.8%. In 

contrast, Germany, Italy, France and Spain all have respectable totals 

of between 31% and 37%.

We need to catch up quickly

This is why Friends of the Earth have launched the Trees 
campaign to double the UK’s tree cover over the next 25 
years. This will not only make our towns and countryside greener, 

healthier and more attractive places to live, work and enjoy nature, 

but also absorb around 10% of the country’s current carbon 
emissions. Let’s get planting trees!

But which trees should I plant?
 

When deciding which species to choose, there are three main 

points to bear in mind:

•  Is the species native? This means that it will already be adapted 

to the local climate and conditions and will support a rich 

diversity of wildlife from birds to insects. The UK has roughly 

35 native species, although some are only found in the wild in 

Scotland or the south of England. The field maple (pictured) is 

one species that is native to the Manchester area.

•  Does the tree bear fruit or nuts? If you’d like to grow these, 

natives such as the hazel (pictured) and elder, exotics such as 

the fig and heritage varieties of apple, cherry, pear and plum 

are all suitable even for small gardens.

•  Does the tree attract insects? Because their populations are in 

decline, our bees and other pollinating insects need flowering 

trees as well as wildflower patches. Even exotic species such 

as the Japanese crab apple and Indian bean tree will attract 

bees.

Grow a Tree

Image left: Field maple 

Image right: Hazel 

(Source: woodlandtrust.org)



Plant a Forest

We need to plant trees on a large scale

Many thousands of hectares of land nationwide need to be planted 

with trees if we are to meet our target of doubling UK tree cover 

over the next 25 years. We also need to plant trees on a huge 
scale if we are to reduce the extent of climate change, as well as 

mitigating many of its worst effects.

But none of us can do this on our own…

Even if we cover our gardens with trees and the local council fills all 

the empty tree pits in our streets, we will not be able to meet this 

target. We need to take part in organised tree planting events 
to plant trees by the hundreds or even thousands in suitable open 

spaces.

Which organisations run such events in the 
Manchester area?

In Greater Manchester, City of Trees is the movement dedicated 

to regenerating existing woodland and planting 3 million trees—

one for every resident of the city region—within a generation. 

City of Trees organise regular tree planting events during the 
planting season (October–March) in open spaces all over Greater 

Manchester. Over the last few years, such events have taken place 

across the region from Shaw and Failsworth to Bickershaw in Wigan.

In November 2019 Manchester Friends of the Earth joined forces 

with City of Trees to plant 500 trees in Sunnybank Park, Droylsden 

(pictured) with support from Tameside Council as part of National 
Tree Week. Take a look at www.cityoftrees.org.uk to learn more 

about this initiative.

Other organisations such as the Mersey Rivers Trust have also 

organised public tree planting events from time to time.

If you are interested in organising your own event, the Woodland 
Trust can provide financial support and also supply you with trees 

at a subsidised price. They even have a limited number of free  

trees for schools and local communities. Find out more at  

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/planttrees/large-scale-planting

The Northern Forest

City of Trees are working in partnership with similar organisations 

in Merseyside and Yorkshire to plant the Northern Forest, as 

Northern England currently only has 7.6% tree cover. When this 

is complete, this will consist of 50 million trees stretching from 
Liverpool to Hull. You can support the Northern Forest via the 

Woodland Trust or City of Trees.

Images left and right: 

City of Trees planting 

500 trees in Sunnybank 

Park, Droylsden

Tree coverage in 
Northern England 
is currently only

7.6%



We need public sector landowners to plant 
trees

Only a small amount of the land suitable for tree planting is in 
private gardens. Most of it belongs to large organisations such as 

local authorities, which often plant trees on a large scale in parks 

and open spaces.

How do we get them to plant more trees?

One thing you can do is find out who your local councillors 
are—or even who the council executive member responsible 
for the environment is—and ask them to get the council to 
plant more trees. You can also try local schools or social housing 

providers, because they own much of the land in towns where trees 

could be planted. Community centres and places of worship often 

have extensive grounds, and these may also be a good choice.

Where should these trees be planted?

If you live in Greater Manchester, there is a map showing the  

best sites to plant trees to, for example, protect against flooding  

or reduce pollutant levels. You can view this map by visiting  

www.mappinggm.org.uk/gmodin (pictured) and selecting 

‘Environment and Ecology’ and then ‘Tree planting 
opportunities’.

On the map, the darker is the shade of orange, the more benefits 

trees would give in that particular area. Zoom in to check out 

the potential for trees where you are! Under ‘Tree planting 

opportunities’, the ‘Style by’ box also lets you see the best areas for 

individual outcomes such as Urban Cooling or Wellbeing. You could 
suggest these to your local councillors as sites for new trees…

We also need to protect our existing trees

Many of our existing trees are at risk of being damaged or 
felled as a result of development. Fortunately, there is a tool you 

can use to prevent this happening. A Tree Preservation Order 
(TPO) makes it a criminal offence to damage or fell any tree 

protected by the order without the consent of the local authority. 

TPOs can cover either a single tree or an entire group of trees. 

You should be able to check whether a tree you are interested in 

is covered by a TPO by looking on your council’s website, as local 

authorities ought to publish a register of TPOs in their area. Find 

out more about how to apply for a TPO here:

www.friendsoftheearth.uk/trees/how-protect-trees-guide-tree-
preservation-orders

Manchester Friends of the Earth is an award-winning environmental group creatively campaigning on local, national and international 

issues. We are fuelled by volunteer energy and funded by membership subscriptions and donations.

Find out more www.manchesterfoe.org.uk            @mcrfoe            manchesterfoe

Campaign for Trees

Image Top and Right: 

Screengrab of Mapping GM 

website

Design by: www.LJBstudio.co.uk 


